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INTRODUCTION 


I believe that a formal introdnction is not necessary 
The book should sufUce 

This is an ago of paper So much is being published 
and re*published that 1 have always felt that we must 
write only when it is absolutely necessary This quanti 
fication of publishing material is a hmderance to promot 
mg claritv of thought and understanding But I have 
also committed the same offence for which I apologize 
to those who share my belief 

ITothing IS new nntfer tbeaun, saicf Sbfomon. This 
book 18 no exception to this statement 1 have generous 
ly taken the assistance of many sources- books, journals, 
and brochures But the new ness of this book lies m 
the fact 1 have arranged, modified, and extended the 
available data from my own point of view, which to say 
the least without being considered proud, is definitly 
tincrthodox and refreshing I am a non conformist I 
do not accept the current notions of progess by reckless 
technological advancement and centralism — political or 
economic I should consider my efforts amply rewarded 
if these essays could make some of us reconsider some of 
the existing pet prejudices and irrational preferences 
for certain ^modern’ ideas and notions about technology 
and social values 

Due to the circumstances under which the book has 
been published and my own in experience some minor 
errors have crept in 1 apologize to the discerning reader 
for them 

I am deeply thankful to Mr O C Sood and Mr V A 
Parashar for their willing a'^sistance in typing out tho 
manuscript in a very short time I fee] greatly indebted 
to Gautum, my younger brother, for his help m cettuu^ 
this book ready in time And above all I could not hav* 



ever finished this book, withoafc the inspiration of my wife 
who went through all the essays, corrected them and 
gave valaable soggestions How many lonely hours she 
had to spend, while I worked on these essays, this 1 
know very well I thank her for this co operation 

15 August, 1957 

New Delhi —DEV 



rORWORD 


I bftvo read Prof Dcv’a Unorthodox Esaajs wjth 
interest and I hope, profit I do not think ho will claim 
for hig book onginahly or any now insight, but they have 
a certain Taluo in reflecting the reactions of an mtelligen 
and Widely read man to many of the problems of thf 
present ago Ho has given tho title “Unortbodo 
Essays” to bie book and it is a commentary on the flue 
tuatlons which characterise homan thought that manj 
^ill regard his essays as rather conventional in thei 
outlook and treatment It is these constant changes it 
the fa&hiojvs cf thought which give sigmScance tr 

indivjdual musmgs on perennial problems Professo 
Bev has said that ins mam purpose is to make his reader 
reconsider some of tho prejudices end preferences of tho 
modern man If he succeeds mhis purpose and cncour. 
ag®t young students to read widely— and not merely tho 
authors wiiom ho has mentioned — it will bo a distinct 
service to tho cause of liberal thought ond rational out- 
look in the younger gencrotion 


—Humayun Kabtr 



WONDER 


It 13 very odd that wo wish to bnild and build and 
build it at the same time look forward to the possible 
destruction of all that we buiiilN The destruction may 
externally be through war butx^faat is perhaps more 
dangerous is^ tbe innef destmctionxif the mind an d spirit, 
after which the destruction of the outer emblems oi the 
mind and spirit may follow la it, I wonder, some 
resultant of the growth of Indnstnal Revolution that is 
over reaching itself t Have we lost touch with the roots 
that give strength to a race, humanity or the individual 
just os a city dweller, perhaps, loses touch with the soil 
and sometimes even with tbesuo, hvmg an artificial life in 
comfort and even m luxury ? He lacks something that is 
vital to the human being So whole races begin more 
and more to live an artificial life, cut ofi*, if ! may say so, 
from the soil and the bud Is that not so ? These ideas 
trouble me This growth of a mechanical civilization, 
which has obviously brought great triumphs aud helped 
the world so much, gradually aUccts the man and the 
mmd which produced tbe macbmo to help itself gradually 
becomes a slave tb"* Tunpiimn progressively 

become a mechanically minded race 


—Jawaharlal Nehru 
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SOCIETY AND SCIENCE 

Science is to bo odtnircd because it gives us power 
over nature, and the power comes wholly from 
technique. 

— Russell 


“Pbilosopbera have only interpreted the world in 
various wajs, but tbo real task is to alter it.’** Long 
before ilars pronounced m these words tho imperltivencss 
of altering the world as ho found it, science had already 
begun this task. And if that prophet of revolt were to 
ho ro.hom, ho will Qnd hiotself m an oitogethor now 
society wliicli has come into existence ns n result of the 
silent revolution science has been working out in tho 
minds of people, in tho factories, and m tho laboratories 
all tho II orld over. Science has out-stripped Marxism in 
respect of its power, if not its passion, to alter the world 
Scientific technology has an incredibly powerful 
clTect on society. As a new technique m industry and 
war, and as a means to control environment, it has brought 
about fundamental changes in social, political and econo- 
mic spheres. It has brought into being a “great society” 
whicii is confronted with the tremendous possibilities of 
measureless prosperity and immeasurable self-injury. 


Tho scientiGc outlook, which does not accept anythine 
for granted unless it is verified by observation or ex 
pcriment, and which is characterized by a spirit ofdiH 
mterested curiosity, has also profoundly affected 
traditional Wiefa by providini M witt moisivo Llt“ 
ments of analyais and enquiry, niioli wo have wWded' 
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With ekill to dethrone the rcupcct for nnsupnortod 
outlioritj' end to shake off the sway of the dogma, 
superstition, and blind acceptance in their old version It 
has also invaded other branches of human learning such 
as politics, history, and economics to our advantngL 
as well os disadvantage 

/ science Its scope and nature 

S' Therefore, science performs two functions it enables 
us to do things and it enat lea us to know things*’. “Science 
IS a dynamic undertaking directed to lowering the degree 
of empiricism involved in solving problems , or is a process 
of fabricating a web of inter connected concepts and con 
ceptual schemes arising from experiment and observations 
ond fruitful of further experiment and observation * * 
Science cannot answer the eternal “wby” of things It can 
only explain the “bow of things, and can give us an 
account of certain aspects of ex stcnce, but not the total 
vision of the unknown It can deal with verifiable prcdicU 
ables only It can analyse and explain cosmio processes 
from a particular angle It is knowledge by separation 
Its sphere of operation la all such expenence which is 
sensorial. It is, therefore, concerned primarily with 
matter, which it seeks to know by ita properties instead 
of defining it as such 

Cut it may be asked, is this a unique feature of 
contemporary science < The Babylonians and the 
Egyptians applied tbeir rudiinentary knowledge of 
geometry and astronomy to meet the practical needs of 
an agricultural population to measure time and space 
It may be argued that science as a technique is not an 
entirely unique factor Similarly, the Greeks considered 
science as an autonomous activity It was almost a 
passion with them to know for the sake of knowing— 'to 
follow knowledge like a sinking star, beyond the utmost 
bound of human thought”. Theirs was a platonic search 
for ultimates The Vedas and the Upnishads are other 
examples of this irrepressible quest of the human spirit to 
know 
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Tlieso attempts of Iho ancients differ considerably 
from tboso of contemporary science. The Greek passion 
for knowledge was devoid of the desire to use the results 
of knowledge for solving problems. Moreover, they 
employed the deductive method to acquire knowledge. 
The Babylonians and the Egyptians were concerned with 
only tboso scientific problems, that had a direct bearing 
on practical affairs. “They had opparonlly shown little, 
if any, disinterested curiosity in the workings of nature. 
They based no speculations on their scientific discoveries, 
which were incorporated Into their religious and philoso* 
phical Echemca, and wero interpreted In accordance with 
their religious and pliilosophical prlncijiles.*'* 


“But modem scientific thought is rflseiitJnJJy power- 
thought— the sort of tliooght whose purpose— conscious or 
unconscious is to give power to the possessor”^ by enabl- 
ing him to understand and control facts. The dynamic 
character of scientific thought renders it a first class 
solvent of tradition and non-scicntifio belief Science 
has t he capacity to excee d Itself. Jijlocs ngtjroaC^lth^ 
•fltmllt T^ven its o^ wju^DcluaioDS. It deals with tbem^ 
w'tlh‘*lIio samo ruibicss iconoclastic fervour with which 
Mahmud of Ghazni destroyed the Temple of Somnath. 
T his outlook uener atea self coo Gdenco ond strength ; it 
liberat es' tlig~ru iudnni<t extends the horizons of maTTe 
control over nature, “ 


However, the scientiQo method has not proved to ho 
on open sesame to lift the curtain of the mystery, which 
surrounds life and universe. Its strongest point is its 
capacity to explain and interpret tho material universe 
But it cannot satisfactorily deal with life, because a 
living organism is an organic whole, and not a sum of 
its parts. Life and living processes cannot be explained 
and comprehended in the Inboratoncs by test-tubes nn 1 
pipettes You cannot weigh them in a balance or 
them under a microscope They are made of’o«»«w 

which is difficult to verify and predict. Science bna 
yet been able to account for tho “wholeness’* of 
and iudividuality. Even if every bodily activity f tV 
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living beings was explained m terms of physical and 
chemical changes, we shoold still feel that it is not a 
satisfactory explanation We have learnt the art of 
division rather than of unification We know more andj 
more of less and less We hare learnt to divide, snb : 
divide, and farther sab divide, and still further snb divide 
without having made a genome attempt to cultivate the 
art of acquiring the necessary vision, which will enable 
us to re construct these segments into an organic whole,^ 
We know almost everything that is desired to he known 
aboQt the numerons isolated elements We do not have 
a sense of purpose, intention, and value, ^ which alone 
can enable na to re build the dismantled whole We 
have known a million bits of tmtb, but have failed to 
find their right relation to each other We Buffer from 
Bcgmentaliam and fragmentation The methods of 
science limit the area over which science can conveniently 
and confidently operate 

As a praxi«, scientific research proceeds by simplifica 
tion of reality '‘ft is generally assumed by men of science, 
at ony rate as a working hypothesis, that any concrete 
occurrence is the resultant of a number of causes, each of 
which, acting separately might produce some different re* 
suit from that which actually occurs , and that tho 
resultant can be calculated, when the effects of tbesepa 
rate causes are known The pnociple that causal laws can 
be separated and then recombined, isiu some degree 
essential to the procedure of scieoce, for it is impossiblo 
to take account of everything at once or to arrive at can sal 
laws unless we can isolate these at a time” • The first step 
of this simplification is a process of abstraction The 
'Scientist la to deliberately select ond abstract from the 
total element of experience and observation From tho 
total wealth of impressions received from nature, tho 
scientist, fastens upon some which lend themselves to 
measurement, and to explanation in terms of antecedent 
causes rather than of purpose, intention, and values.^ 

social science and the suentlflc method 

Tlio tremendous success of this method In dealing 
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With the malcrml world has inspired some people to adopt 
it to deal with human questions 

Evcrywlioro there is a mama to see orcrj'tbing In 
abstractions or generalities Abstraction has left the 
desks, Btudjcs, and laboratories uhero it was hatched It 
has made its way into life, politics, and history Wo 
have started applying laboratory techniques to human 
Situations ‘ The abstracted view of human society and 
human problems was further strengthened by tho statis 
tical approach Tho Belgian atalistician, Quetelet, was 
tho Grst to replace concreto men with abstract numbers 
Ho succeded m his task by leaving out everything that 
distinguishes one individual from another The concept 
of tile ‘ avefirge man” ira» born It ccftain thiokera 
tocxpre«anll bodily, mental, and psychological faculties 
in fiimphncd numbers hinn was transformed into a digit 
As a result of the rise of this scientifio method of abstrac 
tion and simplification, man and his problems are being 
expressed abstractly, mechanistically, and numerically. 
Tho living man who loves, dreams, suffers, and enjoys does 
not exist for the social scientist, who has transformed all 
living ihings into dead matter, froze all forms into abstract 
figures and muddied all the natural glowing colours of 
lifo into' grey theory ‘ * Tho process of fragmentation of 
human personality lias gone to such an extent that we 
can hardly find in their etudies a full blown, filled out 
specimen of a whole, live, and unique human being Wo 
have created un dimensional cartoon— strips of “economic 
man”, “biological man”, ‘ sociological man", “patholo- 
gical man" and “average man” » Wo have ‘killed’ the: 
unique and the whole man by applying tho scientifid 
methods of abstraction on the presumption that tho 
mecbanistio causation is the only type of causation bv 
which we can know the world ^ 


It would not have mattered, if the social aoientisla 
were couten only with aeqninng this spec, al.zed know 

ea''r?rod onVo^ CS T? eSTmSd“ 

ea,toon,sfs w.w ^ 
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the concept of “economio man” lead to a brand of 
society — whether capitalistic or socialistic or commimis* 
tic— m which the value of man dcOated, and too much 
stress was laid on material prosperity and production 

( One of the basic causes of the social crisis of onr times 
IS that we have given to ourselves a set of social values 
which do not respect the uniqueness of the whole indivi* 
dual Society has become the absolute domain of econo* 
mic forces Justus a physicist considers that all the 
atoms, of which matter is composed of, are identical 
and similar, so also the social scientist considers that 
human beings do not have an individnaliiy They trans 
fer the mechanistic conception of “characterless unifor- 
mity” to human beings In that cose the society ceases 
to be a living organism but becomes an aggregate of 
numbers An lat eg erate d concept of human personality 
and human gituaiTSiSns ~tfig^grcate st~ilgc d'‘or opFlimeg 
tflaTmperative to re affirm our^faith^in lhe~uniqDeTieFa 
of the individual, and to give to ourselves a set of institu 
tions, which respect and preserve this unique ocss A 
society based on the wholislic view of man’s personality 
can be stable and peaceful 

(be scientiflc (ecbnology and societ} 

Undoubtedly the social effects of scientific techniques 
have been very significant and numerous But the rapi* 
dity, with which these have entered into individual and 
social life, (without having allowed for sufficient time 
to develop certain correctives) has created a situation 
whose awful seriousness has shattered our confidence in 
technology as a means to a better life Alonhmd has 
not reached the £1 Dorado of the dreams of early 19th 
century enthusiasts, who were intoxicated by the heady 
wine of the initial successes of industrialization 

Our civilization is on tiial, and m this hour of crisis 
it would be suicidal to recollect, m a mood of self con 
gratulation, the whole catalogue of the boons and the 
benefits, scientific technology bas bestowed upon manlind 
m terms of higher production, reduction of avoidable 
human drudgery and waste, and more conductive eondi 
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tions of lining. These aro ttmea for hard and honest 
liiotight. Modern society RuCfefa from n hyper growth of 
its technological gland. We must re consider tho techno* 
logical basis of this civilization, and diagnose tho causes 
of its crisis, in order to find out suitable concctivos and 
make necessary readjustments to overcome this crisis. 

political centralization 

ScientiGo technology in gencrol and tho quicker 
means of transportation and communication in particular, 
have promoted political centralization, by increasing the 
capacity of the state to exercise more effective control 
over far-flung territories, end over mote numerous aspects 
of individual life of more and more people. 


This expansion of the power of tho State along hori- 
zontal as well as vortical planes has been made possible 
by tho fact that technology has provided the governments 
with powerful instruments ot coercion— such os, tanks, 
flame-throwers, cases, effeclivo means of torture, well- 
equipped armed forces and police— and instruments of 
pursuasion— such as, radio, television and the press. It 
nas said in the beginning of the century that the 
modern state was Jenghiz Khan with the telegraph 
line. “It speaks \vitb a millton voices on the 
radio. It overbears our conversation on the tele- 
phone It pays into our secret thoughts by censoring 
our letters. It controls the water we drink, tho food wo 
eat, the lights we use, and our modes of transportation— a 
Ravana with o thousand faces and a million hands, each 
hand weilding a different instrument of power*’ Progres- 
sive science is one of the causative factors involved in tho 
progressive centralization of power which has occurred 
during the twentieth century— "thanks to the genius and 
cooperati™ indastry of highly trained phyjicists 
chemists, metallurgists, and mechanical mrentera that tie 
tyrants arc able to dragoon Urge nnmbcrs of people moro 
cflcctively >■ Evcryjoc^ful attempt of the state to 

«f-SovemmenE=whetH^ j«mnuiniaV or suciaiiJib o? 
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democratic— Will tend to be oligarchical or totalitarian, if 
technology plays a predominant role in production tech- 
niques and distributive processes The enhancement of 
the powers of the state is an enchroachment on indivi- 
dual freedom 

It 18 a great irony that in the age of -democracy in 
which old forma of tyranny, tortnre, and exploitation 
do not exict, liberty, of all things, should be in danger 
to each an enormous extent It was not a coincidence 
that at the time of the birth of industrialization, the 
great principles of human liberty were also proclaimed 
The Industrial Kevolution eynchronized with the French 
Revolution In no other society are democratio values 
more imperative than they are m a society based on 
technology While offering to ns technology, history was 
"niso* enough to give us its effective antidote m the 
form of democratic values But man in his pre 
occupation with technological development failed to 
improve upon and enlarge ms initial ideas and values of 
democracy 

Then what la tlie way out ? Hovr can man rc assert 
his right to freedom I Should he organise a second 
violent revolution In order U> over throw this modern 
Bastille of totalitarianism and oligarchy Organized 
violent insurrection in the modern state, wbicli is 
equipped nltbsach powerful instruments of control, is 
more difEcuIt todaj than tt was in former times 8 o far, 
only one hopeful issue has been discovered “Gandhi 
attempted to cope with this seemingly desperate 
Situation by organizing a non violent form of direct 
action ^tyagraba I^on violence in this age of scientiiio 

S ' IS humanUy’s only practical suhstituto for hopo- 
ilution and self stultifying or suicidal war.”** 

y.war or violence n» means of reconciling the 
tensions within a state and between the states has become 
anachronistic and obsolete In modern times wo must 
enlarge and extend our concept of democracy as n value 
and accept non violence «.< nn article of faith Democracy, 
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and non violence arc essential for the stability of peace 
of a technological society 

economic ccotrohzalton 


The consequences of seientiGo technique in industry 
has been no less serious than those in the sphere of 
politics ‘ So far, the results of disinterested scientific 
research have been directed to problems of equipping 
large concerns with expensive machinery of mass 
production and mass distribution than to that of provid 
mg individuals with cheap and simple, and effective means 
of production for their own subsistence and for the needs of 
the local marhet” The development of largo scale pro 
duction techniques and mass scale distribution processes 
has resulted m a high degree of centralization of econo 
mic power in. a few hands and m urban areas It creates 
o large number of property less people, wholly dependent 
upon and subordinated to private or public owners, and 
managers of means of mass production and mass distri 
bution This la again a situation in which liberty is m 
jeopardy 

Moreover, progressive mechanization of production 
techniques and distribution processes leads to mechani 
zation of life Modern industrial process is mechanical, 
uninteresting and alienated The work process is sub 
divided into numerous smaller components and work is 
repetitive, mechanical, and it does not ofier scope for the 
projection of the worker’s whole personality into it 

Every technical process tends m its perfection to 
eliminate the active worler from participation and to 
produce an effective subslitoto on the automaton 


••The tendency m mass production is to transfer loitia 
tivo and s gnificance Irom tha worker, who once operated 
the machine, to the machine that operates the worker 

As the process becomes highly rationalized in its narrow 
^rm, the worker becomes, as it were, deralionahzed 
Ho has no idea of the relation of his work with the whole 
Ho M merely o cog the whod, or ho a os good, or bod 
08 a bolt or o not of a vast impersonal antomalioally 
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operating production plant This creates dissatisfaction, 
apathy, and boredom We are confronted with en appal- 
ing situation m which men work liko machines, and 
machines work hko men Our danger Js robotism "In 
the nineteenth century the problem was that 'God isj 
dead in twentieth century the problem is that mania! 
dead ** Progressive technology has ‘killed’ man It 
has dehumanized the society and the individual This 
colossal process of dehumanization must bo controlled In 
stead of continuing to mechanize and regiment man, let 
us revive the human factor in our wajs of thinking, 
working and planning 

technology and the world commnnily 

This concentration of political and economic power 
of the state has one more consequence It is said that 
improved means of transportation and communication by 
annihilating distances have helped in the evolution of a 
' great society’ In which the formerly valid demarcations 
of geography or state and divisions of race or culture 
have been dissolved physically The world has become 
a village ScieatiHc technology has proved to be a great 
unifying force in this context 

But while it has initialed a movement of world wide 
on ty in a horizontal plane it has also given birth to 
vertical divisions by creating powerful nation states, 
wedded to ideals of aggressive nationalism The most ' 
obvious and inescapable consequence of scientido 
techniques has been that the societies, made more 
organic, hardened into powerful nations states 

Consequently human society os a whole is in _a very 
Serious prMicament As there are two opposing *iets of 
forces operating inside human society a serious distemper 
has been created It is bemg subjected to centrifugal 
forces in the horizontal plane and centripetal forces m the 
vertical plane of our political and social existence 
Techniques operating along both these planes simnl- 
taneously create serious problems 
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conclnsioo 

Science as a method of knowing and doing things has 
created, or tends to create a dehumanized, deper 
Bonalized, and de indmdiialized mass man whose life is 
deprived of the joys of creative effort excitement of 
initiative, and passion for liberty It, in the final 
analysis, brings about an anti democratic monolithic and 
oligarchical social order based on violence, and sustained 
b^ the momentum of its onn rapid movement 

We in India shonld take a serious note of these 
developments No doubt industrialization has proved 
to be very effective in eolviog problems of poverty, 
hunger, and want But its de humanizing effects on the 
individual and society most also be borne in mind It is 
said that only fools learn by their own experience We 
should make sure that ne benefit ourself from the ISO 
years of experience, particularly their eTpenences m the 
eentary of industrialization m Western eocietics and 
spare ourselves their grim experiences Wo must remem* 
her that each factor which contributes to economic 
growth IS also a factor coQtriWting to social ncei We 
cannot afford to ^ oblivious to tbo social costs of the 
economic development brought about by technology 
Man real man must continue to occupy a central position 
ir our schemes of social reconstruction IIis uniqueness 
und independenco must never bo bartered away for the 
tinsel of the ideals of sheer economic progress or economic 
tfficiency or higher productivity “Let Man Take 
Command and uslier in an Age of Man rather than what 
IS today tho Ago of Macbtno ** 
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MAN MOLECULES. AND MYOPIA 

‘ Stnaller than the smallest * greater than the greatest’ 
—Upmshads 

(0 

the road to glory 

Christ m bia eiTorts to overcome hatred on earth, 
realized the Kingdom of Heaven The Buddha in lua 
attempt to understand the nature of human conceits and 
fraility of life realized the Nirvana ‘Abraham Lincoln 
stood against slavery and became a hero of the free world 
Candfai died to his attempts to stem the tide of mass 
scale religious insani ty, oud bffcamB .a^prnph^t. ^'<>f‘* ^Qity 
What made the tSakya prince a buddbn, the log cabm 
boy an abraham, the timid lawyer a gandhi < 

An unequal, inveftnd-eentest— a situation in which 
these men of God and go ds among , men realized the 
pure st perns of t ruth tbroogb their engagements with the 
tremendous t^fles and the basest baseness of life 

Perhaps, the stoif of which heroic deeds are made of 
IS a brood of life s excrescences — its sordidoess, its cruelty, 
its folly, its bigotry, its callousness and rats, pests 
vermins, germs bccteria and its dirt and scum, against 
which man is enjoined to carry on an incessant crusade 
without compromising his own divinity It is perhaps, 
the unique privilege of hom o sa piens to acquire glory 
through their encounter with the impermanent The, 
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road to eternity passes tbrongh the eye of a ne edlc^ The 
m fimteris Knolvn XtiTQUgK' 'mggtesimat 

'hardy’s view of the Uuman situation that man, a 
puny and helpless creature, is pitted against the vast, 
impersonal gigantic and malevolent for^w of nature is an 
inverted picture of the actual situation, winch as it 
obtains m modern times is that man, -(^e roof and crown 
of things, man, potent and confident, man armed with 
the power of knowledge, technology and soul is pitted 
ognmst the "smaller than the smallest” molecule, 
mo^quitoe and myopia Humanity is again confronted 
with a situation of onequal and inverted contest But 
this time it will not be a new Jesus or Gandhi or Buddha 
who will emerge glorious out of this contest But human 
race ns a whole, hy asserting its collective will and 
superior reason, will attain collectively such heights os 
ucro never realized hy any of the proceeding civilizations 

(») 


la the age of atoms 


Atoms aro abroad like bees driven out of a honey 
comb They ore buzzing or rather explodmg in the open 
(open seas) threateningly, as if to announce that the ago 
of atom IS on us 


Yes the ago of atom ia_oa us We are m for great 
expectations This age is pregnant uith great possibih 
tics for the future which at present is darkened by the 
long shadow of the sm — the original sm— >we committed 
In 1045 We entered or announced our entry into this 
ago by the wrong door, amidst the crash of explosives 
and the cries of the innocents smothered to death by the 
dark curling clouds of atomic misery An adolescent 
civilization perpeterated a tremendous outrage on 
buraanity— of course, with the beat of mtensions But it 
proves that the human race had not developed those 
moral, spintual, and social skills, which are necessary to 
hold it from putting this new source of energy to such 
dis-ahohcal uses Wo won a war by loosmg our soul 
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BlooJ stained wo etapgcrcd to victory Anti not nil *‘t!ie 
perfumes of Araljia” shall wash oIT these stains 

Apart from its horror, tho act of 1045 exploded out of 
existence man’s residual inhibitions again doing wrong 
We created n new record in oor capacilv for uninhibited 
end irrational action 

{in) 

atoms of implications 

Like its own explosion, the atom will introduce a 
senes of chain reactions m social, political, and economic 
spheres Tho atom cannot survive in vacuum it is 
o ' social hemg ’ it also needs a suitable social habitat 
And unfortunately, our present social set np ts practically 
unmhabitable for the atom which is a force too revoln 
tiooary to be considered within the framework of old 
ideas and institutions 

The use of atomic energy, in peace and war, places 
great strsms npon our social skills andthespritual values 
Every freed atom that enters into social investment 
should make us uncomfortable by disturbing our pet 
beliefs and fond prejudices This smaller than the smai 
lest has created an urgent need for rapid re adjustments 
In short the atomic explosion is an explosive challenge 
to man’s ingenuity sensitiveness, and inventiveness 

But it may bo asked does every kind of major tech 
nological advance not create a need for social readjust 
ments 1 What peculiar readjustments will be required 
m the age of atom * 

No peculiar re arrangements The readjustments 
necessary m the age of atom will be the same 
jn principle as those wbicli were necessary m 
the previous era But the pace of readjustment in 
almost every aspect of man’s individual and collective 
existence will be very accelerated It is this need for 
rapid and almost instontaimons readjustment that 
distinguishes the ago of atom from tho age of conven 
tional technology Never before was the gap between 
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man’s technical skills end social skills so wide and 
fraught with such diabolical consequences for the human 
race, as it is in the age of atom— no matter whether it is 
for peaceful uses or for war like uses. 

It appears that sub-homans hare come I'n possession 
of super-human powers* which in turn require tlie 
exercise of super-man’s reason to save man from the 
self.stullifying or suicidal activities. The moral mah 
adjustments and social contradictions such as, interna- 
tional anarchy, eggressive nationalism, and myopia which 
hare remained so far unresolved without fatal conse- 
quences to our body politic cannot be allowed to flourish 
in the ago of atom. The human race will have to rid 
itself immediately of the virus of violence, war, 
intolerance, and tribaUsm. And nothing short of spiritual 
reconstruction^ can help ns. 

{iv) 

a world order 


No doubt, nationalism has been a major cause of inter- 
national anarchy from 1014 to 1945. Even now it conti- 
nues to be BO. But in tho oge of atoms we cannot afford 
the costly and self deetmctive luxury of this modern 
tribalism, which has led os twice into a form of insanity, 
which is war. Wat has become useless aa an instrument 
of reconciling difference between nations, because the 
atomic bomb has obliterated the formerly valid distinc- 
tions between the soldier and the civilian, front and rear, 
victor and vanquished. The Institution of war has been 
turned into a kind of mass suicide*. Therefore, some order 
must bo created out of the existing chaos. We must 
work for tho development ofa world community in which 
war will bo a taboo, and violence a rejected creed States 
must cast off tbeir garb of political nationalism and 
realize the utter folly and insanity of fighting for the 
country, at o time, when we should bo fighting fnr 
civilization. ® e. or 


In addition to this primary 
there is the practical need for 


consideration of survival, 
stability and prosperity 
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which ehould tnahle U8 to rise above our national 
loyalties Tor a social order to he stable and prosperous, 
it IS essential that the onit of political organization 
should bo CO extensive with the unit of economic organi 
zation Aa the world la economically interdependent, 
there should be world wide political harmony to render 
thia interdependence in economic fields more fruitful 

The ever diminishing prospects of getting oil from 
middle eastern connlnca, together with the depleting coal 
resources, have created a very desperate situation in 
Europe It has been realized that the proper use of 
atomic energy 13 an issue of life and death to Europe, 
if it IS to avoid being bumbled into industrial atrophy 
Europe is at a point at which her productivity with her 
industrial survival, depends entirely on adding to her 
new sources of power It must increase steadily her 
industrial output at the American rate of 3% a year But 
there are no prospects of Leepiog up this rate with 
conventional fuels, coal, or oil At present it will he 
difficult for these countnee with limited resources to ^et 
up independently nuclear power stations, because of the 
high cost of coostruction, limited source of nuclear fuels 
and research facilities Therefore, the use of atomic 
energy as a source of power id industry has created an 
orgeat need of setting up superanational agencies or co> 
operatives IiLe zollveria in order to produce and distribute 
economically the power from plants run by atomic 
energy. 

The eubaTom— consisting of some countries of Enrope, 
(France, Switzerland, Belgium, Italy and West Germany) 
13 an example of such co operative endeavour undertaken 
to overcome a diiScuIt eituatioa Similarly the creation of 
the Council of European Nuclear Research for encouraging 
pure research, and OEEO for purposes of providing 
atomic assistance for national programmes prove condo 
eively that nation state as a umt of economic organiz 
ation IS inadequate, inefiective and perhaps, a hindernnce 
to their economic growth and industrial prosperity 
Larger and larger political groupings have become on 
economic necessity 
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Jloreorer, scienco is not tho monopoly of a single 
nation It belongs to all JCho fact that the existing 
BciontiSc knowledge is the ontcome of the joint eflbrts of 
the scientists and the research workers of all lands shoald 
encourage ns to strengthen the trend of international co 
operation Will humanity abandon the national rivalries 
and conflicts, and rise unitedly to grasp a new world, 
which holds out a great promise Never was this much 
worn out dictum, '‘United we stand and divided we fall,” 
of such immediate practical value to humanity as a 
whole than it is today 

Had not the atom intervened, time and experience 
would have gradually erased tho national boundries of 
the map of the world What history would have done, 
has now to bo performed by man, consciously and 
deliberately by cultivatmg the art of unification 
(V) 

non violence 

If war IS an insanity and if it has become ineffective 
as an instrument of reconciling international conflict then 
it follows that wo must re cast our iDternational relations 
on the basis of non violence anil truth Oar situation 
can be compared to an over crowded rail vay compartment 
m which each passencer 18 having an atomic bomb stick 
mg out of his v-oci et Even the slightest involuntary 
friction will blow out the whole compartment Nations 
empowered with atomic piles cannot risk such 
involuntary tensions T 1 o world is sitting breathlessly 
on an ever growing mound of atomic piles Who shoald 
dare to disturb this explosive situation and create an 
outburst ^ 


But can wo remain ot peace with our neighhoiira 
when our minds arc full of violence and anger t How can 
we enter into a senes of fraternal intimacies with others 
iC onr hearts are charreil with Iho bell Brea ot haired 
and malignant passions ! It is tlifficnlt to practise peace 
andnontiolencoin mleroational spheres, if the internal 
social, and political set np of these nations is ba«cd on no 
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lence You cannot practise non violence in vonr externa! 
relations when jour internal set op is based on violence 
This leads us to an inescapable conclusion that non 
violence and truth should also be accepted oa a ba^is of 
our socnl and political existence, if we accept it as a basis 
of international relations External violence is n 
projection of internal violence The evtcrnol rythms of 
our life are an expression of our inner rylhms 

Thcieforo, in the final analysis, the problem of world 
peace in the age of atom is closely related to the social 
values of the individual nations This again has revolution 
nry implications It will amount to over hauling the entire 
social structure of the countries, because at present ours is 
a violence centred power tuotivated competitive social 
order Sometimes tins violence is mamfest, and at others 
It IS unmftoifest nonetheless it is there Humanity 
has devoted the best of its talents m porfectiog the art 
of violence 'Ve have perfected the seienoo ot war by 
finding out the most ellective methods of mass murder 
Our economy is an economy of exploitation of labour, of 
land and of other resources at a reckless rate The cxis 
tenee of modern state equ pped with unfading instru 
mentation of coercion is violence person fied We eon 
sidor life os a struggle for cvietenccs m which only tl o 
fittest survive Life fec<Ia on life whioh is considcrod to 
be a grand conspiracy of mutual under cutting When 
wc say that non violence must bo accepted ns a value of 
social life it means wo wiU change this violence centred, 
and power motivated pattern Oan we do it ? Oiieo 
again the tiny atom mi'os this fundamental question 
Are we prepared to work for this now order 1 U will 
involve reporsonalization of the human personality’ 
Can wo do it ? 

(»/) 

atoms for peace* 

The atoms have entered the farms, tl o factories the 
power hoates the ho»p tals and the laboratories 

The application of Rtomie energy m agrienlturo 
dramatically opens up o hopeful future One of the mist 
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Eiicce'^sful oppltcations of atomic energy m this field h^s 
been in the use of r^dio active tracers m fertilizers These 
tncers help scientists to incrense production of crops, and 
bring improved foods to their followmen By subjecting 
the seeds or the plants to varying amounts of direct 
radiation biologists can produce many mutations and 
thus hardier and more productive crops Bacteria which 
nial e food unfit for eating can bo hilled by direct radia 
tion and this may revolutionize food handling methods 
Atomic energy offers new tools and weapons to aid 
mm 3 eternal struggle against sickness and disease 
Radio laot pesofiodine, locale the area of brain tumour, 
ra ho laotopes of phosphorus permit the measurement 
of tho quantity of red blood cells iodine isotopes slow 
down tho thyroid activity , and the strontium radio 
isotopes offer a now treatment for exteroallesions Ex 
tensive research is being undertaken to explore the re 
maming mysteries of the human body, and to study how 
such diseases as of tho heart, dropsy, diabetes and 
enneer develop Tor tho treatment of cancer atomic 
rad atiou opens new vtsias Isotopes of radio gold, radio 
iodine and radio cobalt have proved very effective m des 
troying cancer cells Atomic energy has become a powerful 
partner of medical progress 


Tho atom is id the service of industrial development 
In paper, rubber, textile and metal working plants radio 
ibolnjics make it possible to measure and control the 
thickness of sheet materials during processing The 
cauacs of wear and tear of tyres or machine parts can be 
1 nown by radio isotopes Hidden processes can be detec 
ted by radio active cobalt which can by radntion pene 
ternto several inches of solid metal Pamt and wax 
manufacturers can now more easily test the wearinc 
qnahUes of their products In this way the most rovsti 
fying ami costly problems of rrear, corrosion and clcamnB 
emt bo solved Tbo product coatrol can bo done moro 
cITiCtivcly in rubber, glass mabmg metalirorking, food and 
drug proce'«sitig or wood treatment ° 


TV.C atom ns a ncp. source of power ^equally valuable 
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For Europe it has come as a eaviour In a ferr ycnra tre 
can expect that this atomic energy will bo used for 
oceon going vessels, trains and oir crafts and it coul 1 
also bo userl for packaging of power for isolated areas 
and delivery by air of tbia almost weightless jwwer to a 
remoto 8 to for assembly The deserts an I baron Ian Is 
Will onco again begin to hum with life This new source 
of power can supply heat an 1 1 gilt to villages hidden in 
far pwy valleys 

It appears as if this now force may prove a short cut 
to a better way of life that otherwise might not ho avail 
able for centuriea * Tl is is man a uniciuo opportunity 
We live in an ago in which it appears that neither socia 
ham nor communism nor capitalism hold the key to 
human prosperity But it is the atom the smaller than 
the smallest vhicl can solve for good these perenn a1 
problems of poverty and wont by transforming an econo 
my of scarcity into an economy of abundance 

There is a great promise— almost breath taking in its 
proportions But the ntoinio radiation in war and m 
peace— has serious b olo^icol consequences And some 
times we wonder will a deformed and decrepit race of 
pygm ea and m dgets rendered sterile and barren by 
radiat nn preside over this otoinio wonderland of self 
propelled ships and automatic factories and flonnsl mg 
fields 

Humanity is in a great dilemma The atom holds 
out to us 6 mullaneously ll o prom se of n fuller and 
richer I fe and the portents of a maimed and stunted 
existence Christ in his efforts to overcome haired on 
earth realised the k ngdom of Heaven But man in course 
of h 9 encounter with the diabol cal forces of destruction 
lodged in the molecule, can hr ng that kingdom of heaven 
on earth itself only if ho can be wise rational and 
imaginative This is human ty a greatest adventure 
Jlefirences 

I Albert Sehwe tzer 2 S RadhaJensbnan 3 A Toyanbee 
4 ‘USIS New Delh Qroehare 5 Jawahar Lai Nehru 
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fileii think they con do without rel gion , they do 
not know that religion is indcatnictibla and the 
question simply is, which will you have t — Civiliza< 
tion needs a religion as a matter of life and death. 

—GBS 


(I) 

a tnodeni ozymaodtas 


Our ago IS strewn with tho wrcckoges of many a 
venerable traditions built patiently by unnumbered 
pcnerations A modern Ozyroandia’i— battered by the 
furious winds of new knowledge, and hollowed out from 
within by its own weakne'ses — religion stands humbled 
amidst these rums 


There was a time when, like a temple m an ancient 
South Indian town, religion occupied a central position 

in tho hfo of the people And today it is an out cast a 

refugee m our civilization 


Europe— tho Christian Europe— has built an un Chris, 
tian civilization In China and India religion is loosin" 
its former hold In America, wo are told, church hiw 
become a social institution Turkey turned its back 
Islam years ago And almost all the Moslem States— 
Perem. Egypt, and Afgitamstan are folloivjDg tlie samo 
high way leading to secular glory 
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12% cry wUcro ll»o forces of secularism nrc matt !urg 
tniirajiliantlj otiteido the cliurcliis tlio mo«qiics and (lie 
temples, u Inch at (he (latrn of history, trerc cradles of 
cmlization 

One wonders wliv religion — the ancient and the most 
primal expression of the human spirit has suffered in 
preotigo and power, and Ins been condemned, criticized, 
challenged, and ridiculed by any body and every body who 
thinks he matters The psychologists, the political haders, 
the natural scientists, the progre*si70 social irorkcrs, and 
even some philosophers bave a'sailed it and boO ed it out 
of their domains Marx said that it is the opium of the 
masses Itusscll regards it as a di«ea«e born of fear, and 
as n source of untold miscrv to the human race Some 
psychologists have explained away its value as a beneficial 
psychosis 

Sorely, religion, m a sense, cost mankind a lot in 
straggle and sunering, id stunted mnnbood, and deformed 
spiritual growth It has been, even recently m India, 
the cause of some of the bloodiest wars and persecutions, 
it supported bigotry, tent its authority to the oppressors 
and sanctified their pretences It weakened man s social 
conscience and moral sensitivity It engendered the ideas 
of fatalism, intolerance, and narrow mindedne^s It 
divided people by doing its utmost to maintain their 
inner barriers A shabby irreligious, undignified role, 
indeed ! r«o wonder that the people should have realized 
that the only way to get nd of this religious fear, conceit, 
and hatred was to do away with all religions And it 
appears that they have done it successfully 

(«) 

a felt need 

But even then men are not happy in this secular para 
dise There is doubt uncertainty, and anxiety m their 
bves ID spite of the fact that our age is not wanting m 
lofty idealism— for example, the passions for social justice 
and a will to equality contione to inspire men and women 
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to heroic efforts and noble sacrifices. The insistent chah 
lenge of poverty, and the indomitable will to lead a life 
of dignity have given birth to many a Moseses and Mes- 
siahs and Avataras. Modern age has its own crusades. 
In recent times, men and women have risked their lives 
in thousands to fight for their secular faiths in far off 
lands. This age is not wanting, in its alarms and slogans 
of ‘jehads'. 

Bat even then, those who are assailed by religious 
doubts are in search of something more. They ate In 
search of a substitute for religion. And there we have a 
rich fair of every conceivable alternative to religion — 
Theosophy, Chriatian Science, Anthropoaophy, New 
Thought, Agnosticism, Scepticism, Pragmatism, Human- 
ism, Atheism and a whole catalogue of mushrooms of-isms. 
But we still suffer from the sickness of the spirit^ with all 
this surfeit of ideas aud ideologies, which generate enough 
heat bub no light — light, which wonld give human beings 
a sense of purpose and direction and a value to alleviate 
their sense of suffering ond sin ; light, which will help 
them to find a way out of the encircling gloom of doubt, 
disbelief, and inner unrest. “Man is still groping for a 
more meaningful and synthetic view of life and human 
destiny. Man cannot live with the assistance of a self- 
sulficient, and autonomous ecienlifio rationalism Man 
is not all brains, which is incapable of satisfying his 
primal craving for the eternal ond the abiding Unbelief 
13 impossible for man”* ; and the problem of onr times is, 
in the final analysis, a problem of faith’— a living faith, 
a now faith, which will give us the calm of inner 
conlemijlation and the joy of creative living. 

(Ill) 

religion defined 


It is clear ftat the insislent pressure of new kno « ledue 
has dissoleetl the forms of religion, but it has failed to 
'Thich in its true sense is not 
theologr.oraeetof dogmas oe rituals aud symbols or 
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institutions Tbo worW has suffered from irreligion 
rather than religion The bone of the human tace has been 
the institutionalized or demoostratire aspect of organized 
religion Religion and secular life are Tery closely related 
When religion begms to interfere too much u-ith secular 
life, it does so at its own peril When secular life cuts itself 
airay from religion, it also does so at its own peril One 
of the reasons for the mess, which religion made of itself 
can be attribnted to its eiccssire interference with 
secular life 

' Religion IS the discipline which tonches the conscience 
and helps us to strnggle with eril and sordidness, 
saves us from greed, lust and hatred , releases moral 
power, and imparts courage m the entetprize of saving the 
world As a discipline of mmd, it contaujs the key and 
the essential means of copiog with evil which threatens 
the osistence of the civilized world It is os the meaning 
of the word eusgests, a binding force It is a snmmous 
to spiritual adventure Relgion restores the boat 
relationship between the individual and the eternal ' * In 
this sense religion aatiiEes a felt oeod—a real need of man 
And perhaps, it Las a definite part to play m the con 
temporary world 

(*•') 

religion sod science 

It is popularly believed that religion has no place in 
this era of science which bos completely over thrown the 
Bcriptual (particularly the rliristian) view of cosmology, 
man, and creation It is held that acicnco with its 
empbosia on reason, observation and experience is antog 
nistic to religion which, they say, la baaed on obcdicoco, 
acceptance, and autboiity 

The notion of couQict between religion and science la 
only of hlitorical importance It was a matter of debate 
in the 10th century only Toflay this debate is Irrelevant. 
The ecienti<ta hare reahred tbe limitation of science It u 
not the key to the wLol*' mystery of life Thera is a return 
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of values i» BcicDCO. Tho religions physicists have realized 
that religion U not a rival of Bcionce. Science and religion 
are complementary. 

Science deals with one aspect of reality — it is a method, 
a set of explanations. Bnt religion is on cxpcrienco, a 
thing of the spirit. Science deals with second causes, but 
religion is concerned with the Grat cause, tho formal cause. 

ScientiGc investigation afBrms and strengthens faith, 
it 1 indies our sense of mystery and wonderfulness. All 
religious experience is also rooted in man’s eenso of 
mystery. Tbo deep sense of mystery and wonder which 
filled tho heart of the man who saw for tho first time 
a glorious sun rise, is in no way dilTorcnt from that which 
one experiences, when tho lease of a telescope unfolds to 
ills eye a universe of myriads of rolling spheres or when 
he is confronted with the universe of atoms— myriads of 
tiny whirling 'particles’. 'Man’s highest happiness as a 
thinker is to have fathomed what can be fathomed and to 
bow in reverence before tb© unfathomable’*. Today fcbo 
ceBulta of the highest teseatcUea of eeienee can perform 
both tbo functions. Scientific research helps man to 
fathom the fathomable. But this process is continuous. 
Tho fathomable, tho Lillie Known, is only a spring* 
board from which we take a leap into the Great Un- 
known. When scientific research leads us to a point at 
which we stand face-to-face with the breath-taking view 
of the universe of atoms or ever ospandtog vistas of tbo 
limitless tracks of star studded void of endless spaces, 
we bow in reverenco before tbo colossal phenomena, whioli 
fills us with the same (perhaps deeper) sense of wonderful- 
ness and mystery, which also filled the hearts of our 
ancestors when they saw the scemo glories of nature. 
This is a religious mood when man is filled with a 
supreme sense of humility, and when tho vision of the 
unknown disarms him, dissolves his ego, and unburdens 
his weight of self-consciousness. 


It 18 commonly belioTedtbatnU scienlifio research is 
based on inferenee. The seiontist isolates one of 
nalntes processes. He .todies them and records his 
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ob'crTaljons /or BcrntiDy, and Ihcn, be ponders orer tJjc 
mass of data be lias collected m order to find out, what 
does it indicates He ecratche^ bis head, «nap9 his finger«, 
strains his eyes, and gazes at thc'c dead figures Trailing 
for the right moment of inspiration, for an act of imagi 
nitiTc concentration Max Planck has acknowledged that 
even the scientists have patiently to wait for the “spark 
from heaven”, and this suggests that the great scientist, no 
le«s than the great JKwt, is m the final analysis, a creature 
of inspiration It appeara that the rehgioas expericaco 
and the experience which the highest scientific research 
induces upoa ns, lends to bo identical Science and 
religion heeome partners in the great ndventnre of man 
to know the rcahtv It is very strange that the man 
in the street shonld bo loosing faith, and the man tn the 
laboratory should he gaming it * 
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Tear is a charoctcristtc feature of our times. Men’s 
niimU are darkened with its ever JcnptlientnR slmdon-, 
which Is extending orer almost e\cry phase of life. 
Wo suffer from a haunting sense of Insecurity. Wo fear 
OUT joh^, Vfo fear our ncigUboura, tre fear our friends, and 
we aro frightened of our children. Infact we, are fearful 
of the verj’ civilization we have built up. Gloomy 
prophets of pasaimiam never tire of telling us that tho 
world will cotno to an end. They are filled with forebod- 
ings of an imminent collapse. 

It is paradoxical that with oil tho scientific knowledge, 
efficient political and economic organization, and with 
all the u onderful equipment of a highly developed civiliza- 
tion, man should bo haunted by this deep sense of 
insecurity. It is strango that tlio civilizing process has 
reduced this God man to tho stale of a suckling, cotton 
wool baby, sterilised, and vltaminiscd It is an irony 
that in this ago, we should be euifenng from an aching 
sense of loneUness and unreUtedness. In this big world of 
noise and fury, man has no sense of belonging to any- 
where. Tlie inner defences of men and women all iho 
world over have been weakened. He has lost lus indo- 
pcndcnce and self assurance, llis confidence in his own 
destiny has been shaken. Man has forgotten himself, 
and the facts about hia real nature. 

IIow can man regain his hopo, sense of security, and 
his poise of mind I Ue must realise that he is a macro- 
cosom as well as micro cosom He Is not merely a 
social animal. Ho has the potentialities to exceed him- 
self, and become God by breaking though lus limitations. 
It is a question of self discovery. Man is oblivious of 
his state. And neither science, nor technology nor politi- 
cal nor economic security can rotrieve his confidence. His 
soul b ‘sick’ and he must got a cure for that. Man must 
hecomo aware of, and believe in his own divinity and 
divine destiny. He must realise that ho liimself is 
the source of all joy. Ho b the fountain head of all that 
IS troo. joy-giving, and noble in life. Since he is 'Brah- 
man himself, he has no cause to fear any one, even 
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Brnhmn IIis sen«e of insecanty, anxiety , and unrest 
will Tani«b if ho bocotnes aware of the ultimate nature 
of hfe and i(s goal Neither science nor eociologj, nor 
stale nor economic development can give him inner 
stability and confi lence which is so necessary for a fear 
less and courageous living Iteligion has still the capacity 
to steel the soul of man The call of true rcl gion is the 
call of freedom 

It cshorts man to live dynamically and fight the evil 
III the world If man has faith that he is made in the 
image of Gotl ho will certainly feel more responsible, 
and act according to the dignity which that status cn 
joins apaa fiira la this way, rehgion serves man and 
society It gives ns a sense of direction an inner law, 
and therefore, freedom and courage 

Violence is an aggravated feature of our ago Its 
impact can b© seen on every human institution Tlicro 
IS extreme concenlrat on of political end economic power 
in the 1 an Is of a monolithic state which is power 
incarnate Ours is nn economy of exploitation It is a 
prctlalory sjstem which shout I have no place m this 
ago The log c of history is tbot roan has moved from 
ti 0 rule of law to the rule of love Jteh;;ion and spiritual 
values can servo os an antidote to this violence 

Tlio skill to control nature and harne&s it to human 
purpovs has given mm limitlcos powers It would 
reqitrv the cultivation of & supermans reason if tl is 
Iremtn lo is source of power is to bo u»ed for the goo<l of 
humanity Wo continue to live at rnb human levels 
of agcTcasireneas anger, intolerance, and barbanso 

n e new worl 1 order mast have a deep sp niuil 
inipul<e to give it unity an 1 drive It alone can give a 
rational basis to tbe social programme We most, as the 
late Ilrnri Bergson said, look to that God common to 
all mankind tl e mere vision of whom, coul 1 all men 
but attain it wouU mvart the immediate abolition of 
war, and rol'trcf IJow can we obu’n the rlitoa of 
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God to wbjch Bergson refers ! How can we be delivered 
from sm and futility, and helped to attain insight into 
the Beal which IB one foralU “Religion is baaed on the 
discovery of the essential worth and dignity of the mdivi 
dual and his relation to a higher world of reality When 
the Immati beings perceive that they belong to an order 
of reality higher than brute nature, they cannot bo 
satisfied by worldly success or the inumphs of mate 
nalistic science and then they wiH objure violence in 
every form *' 


Sometimes the value of violence manifests itself in 
the form of a revolution which it is no duobt, is being 
discarded as an instrument of social change in modern 
times The people in general aro critical of these 
methods, and are becoming convinced of its futil ty, 
because revolution, lihe the GrceL mythological figure 
Cronus, tends to eat iW own children It creates more 
complicated problecas then it solves It vs wasteful, but 
such a process 1 as an obvious advantage It la specta 
cular It IS dramatic It has great visual value People 
see with their own eyes the symbols of tyranny crumb 
ling to dust They can hear with their own ears 
the crash and clang of the falling defunct institutions 
They participate ra the acts of destroying those who bad 
hept them under abject degraJation and slavery Exci 
tement enihuaiasm passion and fervour aro generated by 
this method of revolt, nbich is nothing but pent up fury, 
vengeance and a deep sense of wrong let loose On the 
high tide of this revolnlionary fervour, masses are willing 
to undergo great suffering, and mal 0 greater sacrifices in 
order to carry out the process of revolution to a success 
ful finale 


But this asset of mass co operation at a high pitch is 
not generally available to those, who mo woddtd to cons 
tituiional change winch 19 not so dramatic Therefore, 
for peacelul changes people have to bo made to realise 
their social responsibility No peaceful revolution can 
succeed, if people are not imbibed with a high sense of 
social responsibility, which means that they must 
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leam to forgo tb&ir personal gams and self centered 
pursuits for the larger good Religion, as a discipline 
of mmd, can create a epint of self nbegnation and self- 
sacrifice by enlarging the hearts of man, and by expan- 
ding their sympathies fhc conflict between the interest 
of the individual and Ibo interest of the society cannot 
be reconciled by force, hot by true religions values, vrliicli 
exhort men to adjaro greed, selfishness, and acquisitive 
ness 

The Situation is aggravated, in a way, by the fact 
that the state la taking keen interest in the iJicmes of 
promoting welfare lo the final analysis, the develop- 
ment 13 not good for individual liberty The God man 
gradually getg transformed into a 'herdman* or the mass 
man There is a limit to which the state cao demand 
conformity and obedience from its sobject? Gltiroately, 
it IS the willing co operation of tho people nhich matters 
And unless people are convinced, tho process cannot 
succeed Religion can generate and strengthen the 
spirit of social purpose in individuals Religion can 
reconcile the perennial conflict betneen individual inter- 
est and world purpose ‘ Civilization is ibe movement of 
the spirit Its essence lies not m biological unity of race, 
of political or economic arrangements Every civil za- 
tion 13 tho expression of religion, which gives passion to 
or preserve life, if it declines • Progress of mankind lies in 
enlarging ila s\mpnthic3 and outlook The utlimate goal 
of human evolution la to be ono with the infinite and 
transcend Iiimsclf Tho need of dovclopmcnt for social 
piirpo'c on the part of the mdindusl Is merely an expre 
tpion of the outward movement of the human spirit ’ 

Tho challenge to medera civilization is from within 
Tojafil/fo terms It as ‘ schism of soul”. Iliiiory is not 
waniitig m instances of civilizations, wjuch have failed and 
B'ippcd into tho oblivion due to tbcir mcapacitv to 
make neccssarv spiiitual odju'tmcnts Tho ri*o and 
fall of a civilization IS a function of tho epintuat values 
It stands for Civtlizzttons do not survive solely on the 
slrnigth of the material equipment and power nequjrefJ 
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t»on and self examination It will fail, if it conOncs 
itself to d<^gmas and ntaals It mast disentagle itsolf 
from tlie dead weight of incidental accretions A re 
statement of it Is necessary It must re construct itself 
in order to answer the needs of this age in which root 
less eecalansm or the worship of man, or the state, 
faintly flavoured by religions sentiment is the jirevelent 
faith 1 It must help ua to discover our roots m the 
eternal 'If not, when tlio floods come and tlio winds 
blow and beat upon our house , it will fall ' * 
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MEN OF GENIUS ARE REFUGEES IN 
OUR CIVILIZATION 

‘Ti 3 the times’ plagoe, when mad men lead the 
blind. 

— Shakespeare 


(0 

Yes—lt ia'also times’ plague when genins should pay 
homage to medioenty and when masses should turn thoir 
back upon men of intellect and genius and look to 
clay«gods for guidance and strength* Such a reroltiog 
situation exists m our age also. 

Oemogogues are our preceptors ; paid parsons and 
priests nro saviours of our souls ; cncketeers our heroes ; 
film stars our Idols ; and comic-strips our craze ; tbnllcra 
our rage ; pin-up girls our passion ; and above all, tbc 
|>oUtician, Ibe businessman, the induslriaUst, the acquies- 
cent scientist arc the accredited leaders who establish tbo 
pattern of social life, and set up scales of values for others. 

The social revolutionary, the poet, the painter, the 
prophet, and oil those who have exceptional qualities and 
talents do not generally occupy a place of honour and 
prestige. They are either refugees, displaced or a 
pre-placed tribe who are out of tune with our times and 
ill-nt-cose with this age, io wbich the utilitarian values of 
life have struck deep roots. 

The tangible, the measurable, tbo marketable, the 
consumable, the cashable, and the saleable products 
command a higher value. The art of living has become 
33 
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akin to the art of a salesman The values for which wo 
live are the same, irrespective of our professions , they 
are the pride of dominance and the lust for power, which 
IS preferred to intelhjreoce and imagination In this 
acquisitive and competitive society men and women are 
not judged by their own worth or excellence but by their 
bank balances, their power over other fellow beings their 
splendour, their vulgar ostentation, and tbnr capacity to 
out bid each other in a grim, nerve racking, and desperate 
race for success 

The artists, the poets, the painters or for that matter 
any one, who deals with in tangible, non concrclo things of 
imagination and beauty, will feel himself out of place m 
this "market”, bccauso there is no connection botween 
their inner world and the world in which they live They 
are giant among these midgets, who measure them by their 
own pigmy standards, and judge them their own 
centimetre scale of values But the soul of the genius, 
which IS illumined b> the light of higher values and 
imperishable ideals uncorrupled by the dern'iDila of 
realism or commerce, cannot be understood by them 

('0 

genius as a social rcrolodooary 

It IS sometimes believed that men of intellect and men 
of genius operating in social splicrca arc idle crystal— > 
gazers It is not so Thrso idcd of genius hnvo their ono 
foot m tho past, the second foot in the present, and their 
eyes plcrco Into the future They see the present as a 
continuum of tho past, and build for tho future m relation 
to both Tlicir Attitudes arc anaffected by the pretsoro 
or tho pa*«ion of tho moment They think and act In 
accordance with tho needs of to morrow, and when they 
operate on a three dimensional plane, they naturally 
become an enigma to leaser men Hirlr actions arc 
tneomprchcnsfhio to many Their wavs, winch appear 
unorthodox, disturb the existing putcrns of thoo,.hts, 
or action, or both Ttiey art, in this sense innovators 
I rcahers of old habit patterns of thought or action aiil 
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initiators of Ibo processes of building up now ones They 
nro instnimentat in shifimc ibo Boeiit equilibrium from 
one level to the other Thc> nro never content with 
what csiala TUeic searching giro penetrates into the 
licart of things and since tho> understand the inherent 
beauty and mcMtablo corruption that Ijo under the 
veneer of assumed values they use both of them to a 
superior purpose with unerring skill 

Wo m India had Gandhi—a man who started ns a 
mediocre and ended as a genius Out of the dust ho mndo 
us men Ife made a fear strikon people cimllengo tho 
might of an empire Ho know fully well tho stufi" of 
which we arc made of and he transmuted our weakness 
into sitenglh He harnessed a slave nation’s passion for 
freedom to soil lus idea of Kon Violence and Truth Ho 
was fully aware that for his followers Non Violence was 
a policy and not a creed lu this respect Oondhi tho 
moss leader, the undisputed father of Indian nationhood 
was the looliest man in tho world in which there uas 
not a single person who shared bis passion for Truth and 
faith in Hon Violence Ue died gloriously a disillusioned 
man— a sad man Ho was m this sense a pro-placcd 
pereoD, who ehould have been born 1000 years hence 

m 

genius as a scientist 

There aro also geDiu<>e8 like Newton and Cmalein who 
also can bo considered as revotutionanes in their spheres 
Newton over threw that concept of matter which was 
valid for centuries before biro Einstein over throw tho 
Newtonian concept of the universe and revolutionized our 
understanding of the cosmos Ereud gave a new inter 
pretation of man He shattered the narscissusism of roan 
and gave a rude shock to tho myth of his divinity 

Bat in modern times these scientist geniuses are 
tools in tho hands of the politicians The scicntiiio 
research of the highest order has become on industry 
It needs espensivo equipment and exorbitant finance 
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Indlviduallj, a scientist, vbatever his genius, cannot 
afford to Qodertako any research project trjfhout the 
ossistance of an organization^ — either ft State or an 
industrial firm. It Is in the nature of things that he 
should bo prepared to bargain a part of his autonomy. 
Consequently, ho loses his independence and has to trork 
along the policy laid down by the State or the Indus* 
triahst. His jiositloo as o genius once again etarvia 
compromised. Here again wo see the genius pacing 
homage to mediocrity. 

Every genius becomes tho centre of disturbance, if 
ho asserts himBelf, and does not make a compromise 
like the modem scientists. He can shako and give severe 
mental and phjsicaf ^oits, which ore not to the fikfng of 
those who are in power. Be creates spiritual convul* 
eions, and instances aro not wanting of prophets, who 
were shot dead, or of philosophers who were exiled, and 
of men of exceptional qualities, who were bunted and 
harassed, and of some otomio ecienUsts, who were 
captured by some governments IQ tbe/r homes and high 
seas, and were set to work according to the luck of their 
captors to slave for one side or other. 

Dante lived for many years in exile and so did Byron, 
Harvey was harassed, aod Lavosier was gullotiued and, 
Galileo was poisoned to death. Henri Dunant, the fonnder 
of the most humanitanan of movements — *The Bed Cross 
Society’ — died ft disillasioned man m oblivion. Einstein 
was driven out of Germany and Oppenhermer was subjected 
to Mc-Carthytio bumiliationa of being suspected of Un. 
American activities. Stefan Zweig and bis wife committed 
suicide in Mexico, after years of homeless wanderings. 

In a utilitarian market>place aesthetio values are 
misplaced and also those who believe in them, 

(ir) 

genius as an arllst^ 

There was a time when poetry used to be in speech, 
in transaction, m worship, banquet, before battle, in the 
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moment of birth or burial But the night boa come 
Poetry is no longer our daily bread, and therefore tho 
poet IS no longer a hero, or an unrecognized legislator of 
mankind, Minus its nostolgaic excess. Reads poignant 
lament over tho decline of the fortunes of poetry is 
equally applicable to other branches of art in our ago in 
which truth beauty, and goodness aro proclaimed to be 
n product of an accidental combination of atoms destined 
to end as it began m a cloud of hydrogen ’ 

What are the causes of tliis decline m the fortunes 
of the artist in modern society t The causes he at tho 
roots of the nature of tho society in which we live There 
13 barrenness in the hves of men who are ‘ hollow men 
8tun\.d men , who ore deprived of the illuminations, the 
light and the tenderness and insight for an mfalhble 
interpretation in contemporary terms the sorrows, wond 
ors and follies, and gaieties of man's life Man m tho 
modern ago, has been deprived of the aesthetic senaibih 
tics which enable him to enjoy tho eternal beauties of 
creative art The cult of the useful dommato tbeir minds 
They can never pause and ponder over ‘things of beanty* 
Our audience crave for entertainment scosationaUsm, 
thrills and nil that is exciting withont being elevating 
Films, television radio satisfy a deep— -seated passionate 
publio need Naturally art if it is really worth the name, 
13 cot going to find favour with such audiences Tho 
artist ta far less important and pales into insigmficane in 
the glamonr of new substitutes He stands alone and 
watches this great scene and falls into a reverie reminding 
himself of his prototypes in the post and their status and 
glories 

But this * barrenness or hollowness in the minds of 
men is itself a conseqncoco rather than a cause Ours is 
a world on the move The scales and the scope of change 
13 tremendous It oilers as wo walk in Withm a life 
tjme values undergo a qnahtative transformation which 
has no relation to tho past The traditions, culture, sym- 
bols history, myth common experience constitute the 
material which the artist tries to illuminate, harmonize 
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much for one to know Never dtd tho integrity of 
the mtimote, detailed true art, tho integrity of tho 
nrtist, the preservation of tho familiar, tho humourous, 
and tho henuiifid stood m moro massive contrast to 
tho greatness of the globe and tho other ness of 
other people And in such a society too vast, too 
disorderly and too fragmentary, ho can only try to give 
meaning and boniity to its parts, and not tho whole Ibis 
does not make for great art Under these circumstances 
tho nrtist clings to what is closo to him, to what ho knows, 
to his love, to him*elf, lest bo should be dissolved m tho 
universal confusion lie is alone , Jus art ego cenlrio 
and parochial, but ho cannot eontinuo for long at this 
equilibrium Tlie vaatnesa of tho world impinges upon 
him Ho cannot ignore it And his problem is how to 
halanco, the pcrjictual precarious balance, before the 
infintcly open and the intimate , how to harmonize tho 
new and the familiar Overwhelmed by these tensions, 
working Within and without his personality, the artist 
cannot establish fl proper relation ship with his milieu 
He develops an inwardness, and is lost in his own divided 
world lll~at— least with himself bo remains ilKat.easo 
with tho world Ho lives on an edge of mystery and 
surrounded by it He lives withm himself His art is 
Ins iiersonality — centred — locking m universality, which 
13 an essential quality of all art Hia art is out of touch 
With tho rjthms of his age as a whole He ciihcr 
escapes into his own sub cooscioos world or into tho outer 
space or into the past, in order to find a firm foot hold, 
a tangible matter to fec<I his creative urges Tho stag* 
genng novel “Ulysses” of James Joyce, the glut of 
novels on tho flight to the Mars or the Neptune in 
American fiction are illustrative of this trend 


(F) 


Conclusion 


Mediocrity is the badge of this ago 
will gcLerally continue to be Out of place 


Men of genius 
in such a world. 



TECHNOLOGY AND ITS IMPACT ON INDIAN 
SOCIAL STRUCTURE 

The life of mtin w founded on Uclinologyi Bclenco, 
nrt, nnd rchcion All four nro inter rolotod (vnd 
lasuo from lua total mentality 

--WhUthcad 


(0 

encounter of cultures 

Cultures do not travel m parts One tldng leads to 
another It a body sooia) aoeopls forcjRn toclinKiuea, 
then in the long rufi, tlieso techniques, If tlioy are power 
ful, Will bring in, after them at otlicr elements oi their 
own culture 

The character of a culture is dorivod from its con 
ception of the relationship between man and nature 
Technology which is ao element of culture, is o product 
of man’s response to bis physical environments in nccor 
dance with the values of the culture to which it belongs 
Therefore, technology has a character^ an individuality It 
13 not a set of neutral, mechanical, devices which will 
grow every where and anywhere It can flourish only m 
association with other components of the culture of 
which It IS a part, because * every historic cnlturo— 
pattern is an organic whole m which all parts are inter 
dependent, so that, if any part is prised outof jts setting, 
both tho isolated part and the mutilated whole behave 
differently from the behaviour when tho pattern is in 

41 



40 


nsORTitonox r^'iArs 


Tlicm mny bocicepltonn n!iom Iho Socjrty Iionoon*. but 
tlicw exceptions (]o not (Ii*pn>re tbe rule (hot tlic 
tragedy of our limwi Is thnl men of gmliis nnd Integrity 
aro refugees In oiir eJrilrMlron 


3 Dr Radha Knshoan 



TECHNOLOGY & ITS IMTACT ON INDIAN SOCIAL STrUCTUnE -iS 

the process of technological infittcration has been gather* 
ing momenlura Today Intha is incrcasingl} dominated fn 
its values and goals by the problem of economic growth, 
which it behoves— almost hko an article of faith— can bo 
promotcil by industrialization Even today India is the 
eighth industrial countrj m the world 

During this period many changes have taken place 
in the Indian social structure Most of the vital props 
of its social strULturo have seriously been cfTectcd This 
process of transformation will bo accelerated in the 
future, since the Becond 1 ive Year Plan lays great cm 
pliasis on mduatrialization 

I he process of mduetrialization in India can be divided 
broadly into three pha^a , tbo first phase «pto World 
War I, the second pha«o upto World War 11, and the 
third phaso after Independence 

la the first two phases the process of industrialization 
being unplanned and almost chaotic, the social dis 
organization caused by it was very pamfnl, and of tragic 
proportions India still carries m itseoul the scars of the 
social consequences of this unregulated technological \n 
filtcration, which have entered into the Indian body social 
and played havoc with it It wos an injury added to tbo 
insult of political subjugation 

The earliest creations of modem technology which 
initiated the era of social change m India were the means 
of communication such as railways, ships, telegraphs 
And since, the process of communication is the heart and 
soul of social change* the railways played a revolutionary 
part in disrupting severely the indigenous social strocturo 
of India They initiated au unending snea of social and 
economic changes 

The railways disturbed the agraram configuration and 
shattered the self sufficieni^ of the villages They intro 
duced into the Indian village commonily forces of dis 
mtcgeration, and thus wealened one of those social 
institutions, which had served as a bulwark against many 
a poUUcal upheavaU Empues had riaen and faWs-Q 
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tact ^ Therefore the resnlt of the penetration of a 
detached splinter of cuUnre pattern into the other foreign 
cultnre pattern i3 that either it iriH destroy iteelf or it 
will transform the invaded body social by drawing m after 
it, the other components of the social system m which the 
splinter is at home, and from which it has been detached * 

Therefore when the technological strand of a cnltnre 
is disengaged from the system within which jt has been 
originally functioning hitherto and is se free to range 
abroad by itself in a different mdien it may prove deadly 
to the new system in which it has been transplanted In 
its original setting th a culture strand of technology was 
restrained from working havoc because it was kept in 
order by its as ocjatioji with other componeols of a 
pattern m which the diverse participants were in eqmli 
brium * 

For example the particles composing of an atom of 
some inodea^tve element cease to be iqdocqous and become 
dangeronsly corrosive as soon as tbe\ have been split off 
from the orderly society of part cles of which an atom la 
constituted, and have been sent flying by themselves on 
an independent career of their own * 

Or a disease which is a mild one for us, because it 
has been ttfe among os eo long that we have developed 
an effective re«i9tance to il may prove deadly to the 
Bouth Sea Islanders who have been exempted from it 
before being suddenly exposed to it by the arrival among 
them of its foreign carriers * 

Tins IS the law of encounter between cultures which 
has been propounded by Arnold Toyanbee It can cx 
plain how during tl e last 60 — 70 years western technology 
I as been gradually transform og tl e ind genous soc al 
structure 


technology fn India 

Technology came to Inlia m lie later part of the 
n neteentb Centura with (be im; act of the \^est S rice tl en 
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c« between them mamtamctl by tradition and custom 
began to diminish ® 

The importance of the cast© in the old Indian 
Social structure cannot bo under estimated, although j^s 
vah htv and utility in modern conditions is verj doubtful 
In the past it did periprm a very useful purpose of the 
preservation of skills m craft and industry, division of 
labour, and a just distribution of rewnrfs, welding 
together of heterozygous populations, transmission of 
cultural heritage to succeeding generations , and protect* 
ing against political inetabihly * Perhaps it was in view 
of these advantages it has been sa d, ‘ so long as Hindus 
hold to casto system India will bo India But from tbc 
day they break from it there will bo no more India The 
glorious peninsula will bo degraded to the position of a 
bitter East End of Anglo Saxon Empire ’ ** 

But the moUiplicity of contacts m various Helds m 
worl ,iD tho cdncntional institutions m travel, in play, 
and m commerce, rubbed off the casto distinction and 
liqmdatcd this * cake of tbo custom and introduced 
vocational mobility both horizontal and vertical 

The Individual was cmsucipated from tho group Now 
he stood alone by himself, and this converted Indian 
society which was formerly a ^community of communities ’ 
to an aggregate of individuals and not on organic whole 

The process combined with the process of urbanization 
and the creation of plural societies weakened tbo insti 
tntion of joint family, the third pillar of Indian social 
structure 

It will bo observed that the process of atomization 
which 18 one of inevitable concomitants of technology 
dismantled the social structure of India which was based 
on the group and not the mdlvidual 

The foregoing analysis is just a statement of what 
occurred lo India, when western technology was ushered 
into its body social by a foreign colonial power, who was 
not at all interested m the dioastrous consequences which 
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invaders came, conquered, and got dissolved in the vast 
sea of Indian humanity lint theso village commamtics 
which had been scattered across the length and breadth 
of the country hko grass contmued to preserve the 
culture of this land 

The process of disorganization went deeper It pushed 
out local products from the market , crushed the here 
ditary craftsman, and reduced him to the status of a pro* 
pertyJess wage earner Those artisans who were working 
m villoge industries sneb as, spinning and weaving, 
pottery, brassware, oil pressing, lacquer work etc , were 
deprived of their source of livelihood This rendered the 
populace mobile and shiftless A village became an 
adjunct of a factory. 

The rapid mechanical devices of communication 
brought the farmer into direct relation with the world 
market Agriculture, which was a way of hvrng for 
millions, tended to become an industry, and the motives 
of consumption yielded place to the motives of profit and 
export Their fortunes got tied up to the rise and fall of 
prices in London and New York 

India entered into an era in which co operation was 
replaced by competition ludividual ownership to comma 
nal and village ownership and money economy for barter 
economy The proprietor and the producer were drawn 
into the orbit of uncontrolled and impersonal forces, and 
they became agents of competitive production for the 
foreign markets * In this way, the forces of technology 
disrupted the basic economic and cultural unit of Indian 
social structure 

The quicker means of communication and transport* 
ation annihilated the social and spatial distances 
Working in close association with another set of forces, 
ideological mfilteratioQ nr , western liberalism, it dealt 
a shattering blow to the caste system another basic prop 
of the Indian social structare Various castes and classes 
travelled together on equal footmg and the social distan 
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CCS between them maintained by tradition and custom 
began to dimmish ® 

The importancQ of the casto m tho old Indian 
Social structure cannot bo under estimated, although i^’S 
validity and utility in modern conditions is very doubtful. 

In tho past it did perfiarm a very useful purpose of tho 
preservation of skills m craft and industry , division of 
labour, and a just distribution of rownrds, welding 
together of heterozygous populations, transmission of 
cultural heritage to succeeding generations ; ond protect- 
ing against political instability • Perhaps it was m view 
of these advantages It has been said, “so long as Hindus 
hold to caste system India will be India But from tho 
day they break from it there will bo no more India Tho 
glorious peninsula will bo degraded to tho position of a 
outer East End of Anglo Saxon Empire 

But the mnltiphcity of contacts m various Odds in 
work, m tho educational institutions, m travel, in play, 
and m commerce, rubbed off the caste distinction and 
liquidated this “cako of tbe custom”^ and introduced 
vocational mobility both horizontal and vertical 

Tbe individual was emancipated from the group Now 
he stood alone by himself, and this converted Indian 
society nlnch was formerly a**community of communities” 
to an aggregate of individuals and not an organic whole 
The process, combined with the process of nibanization 
and tho creation of plural societies weokened the insti 
tution of joint family, the third pillar of Indian social 
strncture 


It will be observed that the process of atomization, 
which 13 one of inevitable concomitants of technology 
dismantled the social structure of India which was based 
on the group and not the indiTidua) 


Tbe foregoing analysis is just a statement of what 
occurred m India, when western technology was ushered 
into Its body social by a foreign colonial power, who was 
not at aJJ interested ta the disastrous consequences which 
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a aplinler of foreign culture entering into another culcuro 
can bring 

^^onrc not idealizing tlio past Institutions art a 
iitstoncnl growth They come and they go There js 
nothing eicred at all about thein They must change 
according to tUo requiremeata of times 

But tbo unfortunato aspect of the procc‘«s of 
Bocial change bronght about by the earlier infilterations 
of technology was that while the blind forces of 
machino destroyed ono pattern, there was nothing that 
It could, offer la teplawment creept the other associuiea 
dements of the culture of which it was a splinter This 
initiated a senes of changes by which Indian life and 
social structure began to get westernized 

Tbo old Indian stroctare was based upon three eon 
cepts , the autonomous rillage community, caste, and 
the joint family system Behind this strncture lay the 
philosophical idea of Indian cnlture->tbe integration of 
man and the stress of goodness, beanty, and troth, than 
acquisitircness The duties of the indindDals were empha* 
sised and, not their nghta Tbe organization of the 
society was, generally speaking, non competitire and non 
acqmaifiTC 

Industrialization and rapid means of communication — 
have been on© of the most powerful causatire factors 
which have disrupted seriously tbe old Indian social struc 
tore It destroyed tbe self soffioiency of the village 
community, helped m weakening the hold of the caste 
system, and was lOstminental in disintegrating the joint 
family system In short, the technological change con 
verted a non competitive and a non acquisitive commu 
nity into a competitive, and acquisitive and highly 
individualistic society bke tbe western societies 

(HI) 

need for re adjustment 

However, there is a difference between the process of 
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2Sy ‘“'“‘y and that m the western 

'"'f'™ socioliea technology grow slowly and 
the process of adjnstraent was gradual As thev’Drn 
ceeded wjth industrialization they found out suitablo 
antidotes which enahled them to mal o technology their 
servant homo of tho solutions which the western 
societies involved for themselves were a suitable svatem 
of education, a high level of public knowledge a wide 
diffusion of technical skills an eapertise f gradS 
development of social instilntions trade unions and 
professional associations “”® “““ 


In India due to unfortunato circumstances there ner 
little possibilities of making similar readinstincnts n 
tho contrarj western technology introduced mto 
Indian social structure almost all the important institu 
tions and ideals of western society minus tho aonrl 
correctives which had helped them to accomodate scienu 
uo tccbuology ineide thetr then prevajlmg systems 
lor example, technologv released the mdividnal 
India from the group which had given him m the^V* 
econonuo, social and psychological seennty Now 
individual came out into tho open world too vast « 1 

too impersonal for lum to be comprehended in onn 

Thereforo he was bewildered Wo could not urj!?? 
him With alternative schemes and mstilutions of eecnrit * 
Tho caste and tho family ns a mechanism of tritn 
mi«ision of skills and cultural heritage went under K ♦ 
no other alternative mechanism of transmission vroa 
Tided for 


A competitivo society began to evolve on tho ruin« 
of tlie old communal stmetnre But the association 
and tho system of education which could devolo 
tho real spirit of competition and tho social skills necc£ 
sary to hvo and flourish in such a wido competitive onU 
did not emerge 

Above all, a ternWo conflict of values ensued m th 
soul of India Tho cilictcncy of technology as a means 
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of raisiQg the standard of living was being prove, beyond 
doubt ta other parts of tfao world It promised a better 
life But its soul revolted under the tyranny of the 
foreign role and alien techniques which were corroding 
the fonndation of its social structnre and its ancient 
vaneties This conSict of values could not be resolved 
There was no time for it A relentless stmcgle against 
an imperialist power consumed the emotional and mtel 
lectnal energies of a majority of people The equally 
vital but less spectacular and almost invisible consequen 
ces of the process of the technological mfilteration could 
not he attended to But even if there was time for 
these problems it would have been of no avail because 
at that time Indians were not the masters of their own 
affairs Thus the unfortunate political circumstances 
conspired to leave Qs with fiUle time and energy to thinh 
of resolving the basic conQicts We continued to drift 
Bat Oaodhi with bis penetrating and intsitireonder 
standing realized the agony m the sonl of India Like 
a prophet be saw that if Hindus went on wearing 
clothes mode by western machinery they 

would be leaving their Oelds lu order to work m their new 
Indian Cotton Miiis and Indian foundries and when 
they bad become used to spending tfaeir working time 
doing western jobs they would take to spending their 
leisure on western amusements — ^movies talkies grey 
bound racing and the rest — till they would find themselves 
growing western souls and forgetting how to be Hmdu" 
Gandhi made a mighty symbolic attempts to place 
this problem also before the people of India by bfs pro- 
gramme of constructive work by his emphas s on hand 
spinning and his incessant opposition to the craze of 
reckless technological development But this part o{ 
ins message was drowned in the drum beats of nationalism 
We were BO much absorbed m our passion for political 
freedom and rapid economic emancipation that wo did 
not pay heed to this part ofbis programme and dismissed 
It os one of the many fads of the Master which we must 
respect with no obligation to practice Most of os paid 
lip— ^mce to these ideas and practiced them if at all wo 
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did, at tho mass — spinning ceremonies held on the occasion 
of the annual sessions or the Independence Week cele 
hrations, or at the prayer meetings held at Eaj Ghat. 
We liLed the drama of these spinning sessions rather than 
their significance, which if we had cared to understand, 
would haTe stemmed the tide of dismtegeration caused 
by technology m India Charkhn which in reality was a 
symbol of a new culture, become a symbol of a political 
ideal 

And vrhen independence came, the corruption started 
by the technological mfiUeration had acquired such 
enormous proportions that we confused it as a normal 
conditions of Indian life New urgencies and new problems 
face us We are eager to face them Wo have to impart 
meaning and content to the newlyi^won freedom India 
has taken up the challenge of poverty She has plunged 
headlong into the second phase of her struggle m nbicb 
technology has assumed a new significance Due to its 
dramatic successes elsewhere. mdustTiahzation has been 
accepted luireserredly as a major cure for her economic 
tils, although there is considerable emphasis on agriculture 
and agrarian reforms But wo do not seem to have realized 
fully the truth that the technological mfiUeration is 
not an innocent or innocuous affair, that technology is 
not a neutral Or passive factor, that it demands many 
social correctives and re^adjustments , that change is 
many sided, and that the social costs of technological 
advance can only bo neglected at a great peril 

It should not bo implied that tho existing plans do 
not provide for theso rc-adjpstinrnts There are plans, 
and plans, and many plans Bat most of them are 
inadequate They can not cope with tho rate at which 
induatnalization 13 being undertaken and contemp 
lated So insistent is our zeal and need for economic pro- 
gress that wo arc trying to squeeze within a few 
five year plans what Europe had accomplished m over 
two centuries This is the crux of the entire problem 
Times IS of tho csaenco of change Tho rate of social 
change can not keep pace with technical advancement 
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Without causiu!; grave psychological proWems Familj, 
the central mechanism for the transmission of culture, 
cannot change rapidly, because external social changes 
often involve, changes m the roles played by the 
members of tbe family The capacity of the family 
to function as a kind of institutional brake cannot be 
stretched too far without running the risk of causing 
Widespread instabilities lo family life Therefore in 
India the pace of social ro adjustment is bound to lag 
behind tbe technological growth This gap in the 
long run, will have repnrcussions on the bfe of genera 
tioQs to come It is quite possible that the present mien 
sity of desire for industrial development and the lure 
of the rising living standards may obscure tbe equally 
important problem of social re adjostment A socially 
maladjusted society <ViU he burdened with an impre5«ive 
mdastnal system which m the long run will topple 
over under its own weight It would be unwise to 
barter away the interests of posterity for immediate 
gams 

I think the parable of Jacob and Usau in the Bible 
IS profoundly eiguiScant m this context 

Jacob and Esan were two sons of Isaac The first 
bom Lsau was red and hairy and of a rough harsh 
temper Jacob the second was smooth in appearance 
and gentle m bearing Fsau became a skillful hunter 
and B husbandman Jacob was a plain man, and dwelt 
in tents Isaac loved Esau One day 

Jacob was cooking a mess of pottage when Esau coming 
homo from the field iamt with hunger, said to his 
brother * Give me of this pottage, for I am hungry ’ 

Jacob said to him ' Sell mo thy first birth right * 

Esau replied ‘ Lo ! I die of hunger what will tho 
first birtli right avail mo 

Jacob answered Swear, therefore tome 

Lsau swore, and sold his birth right 
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India alao stands starved, and starved m more ways 
than one And it would be in the interest of generations 
to come if, we of this generation remember, the mistake 
Esau committed by selbng his birth right for a mesa of 
pottage 
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EAST AND WEST 

Mankind stems from one origm from which it has 
fignred out in many forms It js now striving 
towards tho reconcthatioa of that which has been 
split np The separstioa ofEast and West is over 
The history of the new world, the one world has 
bcgnn It promises to be large in extent, varwa 
in colour, rich in quality 

—Radhok risfman 

There is no donbt that w© are moving into "a new 
world, a one world ’ Bot it is not quite certain, whether 
It wonld continnetobea world ’ varied in colour” and 
“rich in quality’ It might be a world of characterless 
nniformity prodnced by the predominating inQuencc of 
one culture — the cultare of the West 

The West has gone everywhere — in the south, and m 
the north, above all in the east Although the Western 
imperialism stands liquidated yet the empire of its ideas 
and mstitutionscontiQucetoerpand and annex more and 
more domains of the life of the people of Asia and Africa 
Geogrophicfllly Asia is in the East, but otherwi*© it Is 
becoming the West There is not a single countrv— 
whether it is tho land of lamas, ortho land of Cbnfuctus, 
or tho desert orcas of Arabia or Africa — which has 
remained onalTected by the impact of tho dynamic 
culture of tho West 

The western armies mraded Eussia m ICIO, 

1812, 1015, and 1041 The western missionaries, trader*, 
C2 
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nnd soldiers from across the seas havo been pushing into 
Africa and Asia from thoir coasts sinco tbo fifteenth 
century. They occupied the major parts of tho world’s 
racont lands in Australia, America, and East Africa. 
Tho Africans wero deported across tho Atlantio to 
America in order to servo tho colonizers from Europe. 

. One is struck by tho dynamism of this culture ; how 
tho humblo attempts of a fow adventuresomo souls 
developed into a mighty movement creating great 
convulsions "History In these four centuries became 
European history; tho rest of tho world was colonial 
history.”^ Impressed by Us strength and vitality, Hegel 
said “The Europeans have sailed round tho world, and 
for them it is a sphere. Whatever hos not yot fallen 
under their sway is either not worth tbo trouble, or it 
is destined to fall under it." 


The massiveness of tho changes that have already 
taken place, tho upsurges which have radically trans. 
formed these non European societies, the ideas that 
have modified their outlook involve o qualitative break 
with tho past which justly entitles tho changes to bo 
described ns revolutionary. Particularly in Asia, tho 
period of European control of tho states of Asm is a 
dividing lino in their history, for both by resistance aud 
adaptation they have had to call forth.* 

But what ore tho causes of this unprecedented 
expansion of Western culture 1 Where aro its roots ^ 


Science and technology are omong tho basic factors 
in the moulding of the modem world. Till A.D. 1600 
there T\a3 considerable Bjmilarity between the East and 

tho West. But the diversity has now arisen owing to tho 
rapid growth of technology ’ The compass set tho direc. 
tion of expansion and lead tbo European explorers across 
the onchartered seas to new and mysterious lands of 
Africa and they Asia, and they established their militarv 
Bnpenonty hy gmi.powder, in tho first instence, and 
advanced technology atcr. Thas, tho gun-nowder and 
tho compass initiated tho test of tho world Into a setfes 
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of experiences winch range between the highest kind 
of jjoy bom of spiritual communion between two souls, 
and the most shameful and debasing acts of brigandage 
and barbarism Nerer did the encounter between the 
two cultures achieve such profound intimacy, rismg 
to glorius heights and falling to abysmal depths 

t») 

the west and the world 

How were diSerent coonines affected by the West 
And what was the final oatcome of this encounter ? These 
questions arise in our minds when we contemplate over 
this tremendously exciting story of the encounter bet- 
ween these two culture patterns of which one seems to be 
the 'reverse side of the other* la this encounter the West 
has always been the winner, the East of tba loser, as iT, 
in a given enterprize one had eecnred all the advantages 
and the other all the embarrassments 

But It must be clearly ooderstood that neither the 
East nor the West is a corporate single entity “Each is 
a blanket term used to cover a nomwr of separate people 
and regions m different etages of development Each 
has its own individualized culture Thera is little in 
common between an Afghan Muslim and a Filippino 
Catholic, between a Chine®© Taoist and a Ceyionc«e 
Buddhist Chma India, Japan have had their own 
cultural developments even as France and Germany, 
Spam and Scandinavia had liod Wo cannot, therefore, 
speak of a western or an eastern culture, for they have 
had different sub varieties— not withstanding common 
beginnings \ct the sum of the aCGnitica which link the 
subcultures of the west is laiger than the sum of the 
affinities which Imk them to non-wcstcm cultures * * 

Russia and the west 

Russia’s encounter with the West started in thirteenth 
century, after the subjugation of Russia bj Tartars— the 
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nomnds from Stoppcs Tho Western neighbours took 
nd-fftnlago of Kussias prostration and annexed White 
Russia and tho western half of Ukraine In ICIO there 
was another aggression by tho Poles who occupied 
Moscow for two years Swedes deprived Russia of her 
outlet on the Baltic Sea 

These aggressions Uw! two effocts on Russia i/r, 
cslrangemont from lie West, which has acquired such 
huge I roportions in our age and the fear of aggression 
and the desire for security and survival Consequently, 
Russians adopt an attitude of resignation to autocratic 
rule that was tradition m Russia The present conflict 
between Russia and the Westfitems from this point 

Ruesia s retort to these aggressions from tho W’’cst 
have alwavs been to adopt tho western technology whole 
Bale together with as much of the western way of hfo 
ns was jnseparablo from western technology Peter, the 
Great, launched Russia on a technological race with tho 
West Russia is still running this race 

Besides technology, tho West gavo to Russia an 
ideology— the communist creed— n Christian heresy which 
was a western criticism of the West a fniluro to hvo upto 
her own Clination principles in cconomio and social hfo 
of this professedly Christian society * 

Communism transformed Russia and technological 
advances strengthened it 

Communism os o creed has great force It is mightier 
and more potent than tho guns and bombs Russia is 
u^ing this weapon against tho West and in winning all eg 
for herself in those parts of tho world where tho challence 
of poverty is insistent Thus the conflict between tl% 
West and Russia is not political but it has moved to the 
spiritual plane * 


Islamic world and the west 

The \\ ost came mto eonact mlh the lalam.o world rn 
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a dfOcrcnt manner Islam tras on apgressoc this ttmo 
In tlio scyenth century Ibo Moshm Arabs liberated from 
a Christian Grencco Roman aaccndcncy n atMct; of 
countries from Syria to Spam The Ottoman Turks 
conquered South Eastern Europe and Asia ilmor in the 
fourteenth and fifteenth centory But the failure of the 
eeige at Vienna in 1082 83 turned tbo tide against 
Islam 

Tho Islamic rrorld, beginning trjtb Tnrkey, began to 
adopt Western weapons and the western science of war 
Turkey resisted other dements of western culture They 
wanted to take ju^t the minmum of doze of technofogr 
to keep the * srcL man of Europe” ahtv Buf they did 
not know that any civilization, any way of life, is an 
indivisible whole in which all the parts hang together 
Western art of war was one facet of tbo western way of 
life, and thus any alien society that tned to acquire the art 
withoot attempting to bvo the life was bound to fail 
Toikey did fail in Its attempts at partial westernization, 
end had to accept a course of unlimited westernization 
under Kamal Atatu^k Turkey turned its back upon 
Islam ^ 

There was one more western institution which entered 
the entire Islamic world Nationahsm infected this world, 
whose own ancestral tradition is that all moslima are 
brothers in virtue of tbeir common religion Moreover, 
tho Arab world of Islam was a well Lnit world with a 
common religion and a common language, namely, 
Arabic. Kationalism, as an infection, entered this world 
and broke it up into twenty mutually interdependent 
national states living in so many water-tight compart 
ments on the western pattern* Ibe western cnitnro 
disrupted the unity of the whole Islamic world and put it 
on the road in secularism 

the far east and the west 

Tho western civilization assaulted the Far East in 
Sixteenth century It made its first landfalls on the 
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coast of China and Japan In their first encounter with 
themin the sixteenth century tho western intruders 
were thrown bacl into tho eea In nineteenth century 
the ^est returned to the far Ijost again This time 
they succeeded In their first attempt the west had 
offered to Tar East their religion Moreover, their 
weapons were not so decisively superior But when 
they came the second time, their weapons were superior — 
the industrial revolution had enabled them to equip 
themselves with such weapon^ The Ear East had to 
open Its doors to them But in order to keep tho 
mtruder away, some of the Ear Eastern countries, 
China aud Japan, learnt the superior Western art of war 
They acted just m time and equipcd themselves with 
western weapons But this was a miscalculation 
Foreign technology did not prove a limited liability 
And now we find that western culture has made great 
Id roads into the life of these countries Tecbcology, 
as usual, acted like a *£ifth colamn* 

In China this unattached western technology without 
tU religion created a now aituation When it was re> 
mforced by the Western heresy of communism a great 
country like China made fundamental departure from its 
ludigmous values and culture Thus communism and 
technology— both of which were born m the West — 
changed the entire fabric of Chinese body social 

India and fbe west 


India has been very hard bit by tho west Unlike 
China, Russia, Japan and the Arab World, the West 
over ran this vast peninsula, conquered it by her military 
saperioritv, and ruled it for a long period Naturally, 
the iron of western culture went deeper into the soul 
of India which was deeply affected by the Western 
technology and ideologies While technology converted 
a non acquisitive and a non competitive community of 
communities into a competitive acquisitive, individual 
Ijtio ondtocular society, >ta religion and liberal thoucht 
draw out its dormant vitality and enabled it to rid itself 



58 


UNOBTnODOX ESSAYS 


of many an irrational anti unscientifio belief Like tlie 
Arab ^rorld, it also gave to India nationalism 

Africa and l6c nest 

The West went down to Africa about hundrol joars 
ago Africa did not offer much resistance Tho 
Europeans needed tho amalleat force to subjiigato it 
Africa was willing and it reacted with a sense ofcalmncss 
and wonder There was also the most loving and 
wonderful readiness on the part of the Afnc/in to serve 
to imitate and to follow the Puropcan and an unqualified 
preparedness to loro and bo lorcd 

But this enormous silence and willingness was soon 
exhausted The west crcalcii ft great spiritual iiphearel 
in Africa by shaking the black African’s sense of security 
and one ness with life Tho W«at dismantled tho African 
wa> of life, ond at tho same lime deniwi thorn aecoM to 
their own Having taken away Africa’s way, tho West 
made It impossibo for them to acquire onothcr 
Therefore Africa is trembling with Indignation She is 
grippofl b} a gravo fear of losing her sou) It is loiing 
its light 
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Asm and Africa began to boil with loud unrest and vocal 
protest against the intruders 

What was the nature of this protest 1 Was it a 
frontio effort of these nations to save their souls which 
thej realized, was m danger Yes to some extent it 
was so But mainly it was a political upsurge T1 o 
subjugated people demanded the right of self determi 
nation T1 e concept of the nation state which the West 
brought to this part of the world recoiled against the 
^c'st like a boomerang Tie people of Asia ond Africa 
threw It back in its face and cl allenged its authority 
The world trembled with nationahsm 

The magnitude and the intensity of the Asian resur 
gcnco can be estimated by the fact that within two 
generations three revolutions took place m this part of 
the world— two of these were captured by the Communists 
and one was accompbsbed m India 

In 191d the period of European political domination 
came to an end in Asia An important chapter of the 
story of the encounter between tl e West and the rest of 
the world— particularly Asia — was over Burma Ceylon, 
and Pakistan emerged as free states along with India 
The story of how one third of the people of the world 
won their xndepeudenco js totally new to the lualory of 
the world It is a tremendous fact of oup times how 
millions of people are waking up after a long sleep They 
are stirring blinking away their drows ness stretching 
the r 1 mbs with all the eoger impatient spirit of a youth 
approaching manhood * 


(«) 

impact of the west 

^ow the drums and bugles of nationalism are silent 
m As a The first phase of the contest is over Asia, bus 
emerged victorious but with a difference She seems to 
have lost her own distinctive character A character 
less uniformity is being impo-^ed upon jt by the Western 
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technological civilization It is fast becoming the East 
end of the Western metropolis 

The receding floods of European political domination 
and colonialism have left the East in roms Its social 
values, its economic life, its political sj^stems, its art, its 
literature, its religion, and its system of lai? all stand 
dilapidated and nomoored 

The group life, which formed a basis of the social life 
of Asian countries stands disrupted The community is 
dying The individual stands emancipated, of course, 
armed with an array of political and social rights 

A non acquisitive and ti non competitive society has 
been transformed by the new economic forces from the 
West which have lead to the creation of a competitive 
and acquisitive order 

The impingement of the West has given a jolt to the 
nestbatic values of the East Its literature shows that 
Western forms and thoughts are exercising a deep and 
lasting, and pervasive mnuence The novel, the short 
story, the radio play, the modern drama, and the stage 
techniques bear an unmistakable impact of the West 

The chief characteristic of the ancient Asian art is 
that it docs not folloir the laws of visual or aerial pers'' 
pcctivo , its sculpture defies anatomy,— all old Asian 
art IS symbolic It is dying and now new trends and 
new techniques ore competing for sapremac^ 

Of no less importance are the developments in the 
Held of law and politics In the East law was embedded 
in theology Much of the personal law was based on 
scnptnrcs Eut now parts of the civil law, the public 
and the constitutiouai law have undergone considerable 
changes The tide is set in favour of man made laws 
based on pobho approval This brings about a great 
change in the legal systems of all the Asian countnes 

Of all the forces which arc affecting eastern culture 
science is the most important. Science, wbieh is the 
life breath of the Western culture, is drawing Asia’s 
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admiration and homage Asian inind is imbibing its 
spirit and its disciphno, and is applying it progressively 
to solve the problems of poverty and want But ^dl 
these developments affect Iho philosophy and values of 
life in Asia, just as it affected the values of medieval 
Europe when it disrupted its Christian unity 1 

The two political ideologies of democracy and com* 
munism have greatly influenecrl tho Eastern people 
Parhanientarj democracy has been accepted by many 
countries — India, Burma, Ceylon, Pakistan and Nepal 
Communi«im has come to Chino and Russm These aro 
now developments in tho long history of this ancient 
societies 


(») 

a great opportuolty 

The East stands at the portals of a new ago It has 
many problems to solve and many more battles to fight 
Bub its resources are dcpicterl and it is at present wanting 
in those skills which will cnablo it to use tho techniques 
and idealogics the West has banded over to her during 
the last five centuries 

Bub however formidable the problems tho East has 
a will to face the future It is full of determination 
and passion, and one ran observe unmistakable evidences 
of this passion being translated into action Asia is on 
the march ogam 

The magnitude of the task, tho awareness of a 
common heritage, common dangers, and common objec- 
tives have created a sense of solidarity within the Asian 
countries Bandung Conferences was n supreme expro 
saion of Asia’s and Africa’s will to facr the challenge of 
future collectively, but without any rancour for their 
erstwhile rulers and exploiters Tho Bandung Confer 
once set itself revolutionary targets having four dimen 
sionsvr, democratic self government free from foreign 
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influpncc , a full nf«»ofc of liumnn ilipnitr, rapid 
economic tlcttloprar-nl, bmadlr aJiarcd ; almfjilon of 
war and creating expanding arraj of good will 

For till fc the Fast rUndi united It |j determined 
to ret its Iioum: in order, sweep dean the wreckage left 
behind b\ the retreating West It js aware of i*t 
rispon*ibilitiea It feels that It most ehnnpo rnpidir. 
It knows that if it did not make these rapid clmtiges, it 
will fade nwaj , stumble, ftll and not ri.*o agam fora 
long time ** 

In this hour of grare need, the West has n great 
opportunity It can nntlpale, to aonie extent, the wrong 
it has done to the eoul of Asia and Africa Here is a 
chance for the W'rst to settle its aceoiints witli the 
East The West must come to the auistance of the 
Last— ns equal partners m a common adTciiinre to 
save the cn ilixntion It must come to the East m tic 
spirit of Christian Dcighboorlme** and good chantj The 
h^ast bns AClaim on the West and this claim is hnsed on 
lustorical and moral foundations which create for her, in 
turn, verr heavy duties towards a world from nhich 
she herself was born “ 

Moreover, the world is becoming increasingly inter- 
connected — cultures and civilirations are mingling 
At present, as it stand*, the fundamental distinction 
between the East and the West have been rubbed off 
To-day each one of us is both Eastern and Western 
Tho hopeful and the distressing features of our ago 
are world wide and not peculiar U> the East and the 
West 

Everything bangs together For total peace, world 
unity 13 essential The present crisis and the new- 
world order that is straggling to be born would require 
the entire resoorces and skills of tho entire human race — 
the spicitual espeneneo of tho East and the social 
and political ideals of the West , the age old experience 
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of tho East and Iho yoiithfulncss of tlio West. Wo nectl 
not only closer contact between the East nntl tlio West, 
put a closer union, n mcctlnc of mind and a union of 
hearts »» 
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THOUGHTS ON THE EMANCIPATED WOMEN 

When a French Deputy pleaded for vote far women 
nnd remarked howhttlo dillcrence thero wta hot 
ween mate and female, the enttro chamber rose 
and shautod “Vjto la JjiTerejjco" 

(0 

women and Indian Iradihon 

Tho procesa of emancipation of women m India has 
been comparatively painless, undramatic and undrudging 
In tho United Kingdom it has been o long draug out hard 
struggle It camo on tho high tido of our struggle for 
indepondenco In our passion for freedom wo dissolvccl 
out petty social trrannics The freedom, India demand 
cd from Britain, could noi bo denied to tho women, and 
tho untouchables Tho women, under tho leadership of 
Oandhi, took part in picketting Jujiior shops, ]n tho boy* 
cott of foreign goods, and in tho civil disobodicnco 
movement \Vhilo breaking tho chains of India’s slavery, 
thoj broke tlicir own age old shackles 

In the past also Hindu religion Ima never tausht the 
inferiority of women There is no parallel in Hinduism 
to the story of Man a fall na a result of Kve’s temptation 
Sho was never accused as Hlio torch lighting tho way to 
1 ell ’ In ancient India seclusion of women was unknown 
It WAS only during a few centuries before the Ilrjlisli 
rule that tho women were pat Whind tho 'pnrdah* due to 

Gt 
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political and other circumstances provailing at that time. 
Otherwise, young girls led free lives, and had a decisive 
voice in the eclection of tb<nr husbands. They had a 
share in the property of tho father. Jn the Epic period, 
they did not BuCTer from special disabilities.*^ Atthogh 
there was no charter of the rights of women, they enjoy* 
ed position oflionour and esteem. The degradation of tho 
status of women is a result of custom rather than belief. 

(10 

emphasis on rights 

Therefore, the emancipation came naturally. It in- 
voked no protest, no resistence, no debate in any section. 
And to day we have a senes of laws on the rights of 
women. The constitution has once for all settled tho 
position of women in society. But in a larger sense, 
emancipation is not merely a sum of legal enactments 
and constitutional sanctions. In this case law is not 
the culmination of the process of change, bat it is Its 
beginning. We in India do not seem to bo fully seiaed 
with the sociological and psychological implications of 
emancipation, which like every other social advance 
needs to be followed up by several other re-adjustments. 
And we wonder, whether the process of mental, emotional, 
and other adjustments, needed for the consummation of 
this process of emancipation will bo equally painless, 
undramatic, and ungrudging because as matters stands, 
the modems still have some out-ofdate notions about 
this problem. Their thinking has been considerably 
influenced by the early nineteenth century leaders of the 
femminist movement in the Umted Kingdom, Their 
attitude continues to b© sentimental and based on the 
notion of competition and contest. A considerable 
anaount of inarticulate hostility still remains in their 
thinking, and due to that, their conception of emancipa* 
tion of women is limited to a crusade against the imagin- 
ed and the real tyrannies of male members of the human 
species against the females They clamour, like Oliver 
iwist, for more and more rights. 
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No body can with any jnstification contest the desir 
ability, the correctness, and the need for these claims to 
more and more rights It is qaite natnral Since women 
bare discarded all tbe age old traditional patterns which 
osed to pronde tbem mth secnrity — economic and 
social— they are now ansioos to acquire an altematiro 
and, perhaps, a more effectire, mechanism of social and 
economic seonnty They are eagerly arming themselves 
to the teeth with these rights 

Bat rights are not self operating They need to be 
rendered kinetic They need to be interpreted They 
need to be ratelligently apphed to concrete social pro 
blems relating to the familr At present legalistic 
checks and constitntional sanctions are orer'Cmphasized 
The women’s orgamsatiooa in the conntry are, almost 
exclosively. devoting themselves to the problems of 
property rights, social legislation against traffic m 
women, regal&tion of workiog boors for women, more 
matermty benefits demand for creches, and edncation 
All these it will be noted, are only defensive measores 
with the exception of edncation The Indian feminist 
movement has yet to develop a policy of positive action, 
which will strengthen the inner defences of the women 
of India which will give them self assurance self 
confidence, and amiable social ’know bow’ to fulfill their 
destiny and to be effective Bights are like a steel 
armour Weaklings cannot etaod their weight , they 
will stagger andcr its weight and sink And even if 
some manage to stand, ft is almost impossible to avoid 
a Quixotic look 

So far, the problem of the emancipation of women 
has not been seriously considered from the sociological 
point of View The existing pattern of society, ita 
vatucs. Its familv set op its educational emphasis, 
the attitudes of the male members of society towards 
the women, and the institaltoa of marriage continues to 
be roanaci^ according to the nerds of prc-emancjpat«Hl 
women That is the rub But it stands to common 
sense that the emancipated women require a totally 
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(lin’erent milieu — a spacious and a tolerant social habitat 
We have somehow mnmged to cast into a narrow necked 
jar many precious articles They will ho there in disu«e, 
if wo do not enlarge the container The feminist move 
ment should explore the possibilities of extending tho 
work m this direction It must enter tlio homes and cco 
and understand tho problems and tho tensions to nhicli 
an emancipated woman is subjected to While tho 
women’s organizations are bnsy leading deputations, 
passing resolutions, attcndiog long conferences, and 
indulging in endless debate about the numerous defensive 
social and legal measures, millions and millions of their 
kith and km are engaged in a silent, brave, and exacting 
struggle against the rigidity of social form% particularly 
the inflexibility of tho family They aro exerting them 
selves unaided to evolve suitable patterns of behaviour, 
action, and values with which to fulGll the claims of their 
new status it is a very bard struggle, perhaps more 
didcult than the light for emancipation 

modern emaucipatcd women 

Sometimes the reactions of the emancipated women 
take an extreme form and there we have the example of 
a modern emancipated woman — a hot bouse flower of 
ephemeral beauty * She baa arisen m the cities Her 
claims to freedom bare become a demand for license, 
which has desecrated the sanctity, which the Indian 
culture accords to marital relations They are contami 
nating a section of society with tho farm yard morals, 
stalking m the garb of free love At the other extreme is 
that Dice, ever adoring educated woman who is anxious 
to lead a stable, good, and decent domestic life without 
over emphasing her right to equality and freedom She 
is a consistent and a devoted wife who suffers from the 
excesses of an aggressive “pati devta who has one set 
of standards to judge hia own mistress at home, and 
another set to apply to himself while dealing with other 
mistresses out side the home Naturally, the emanci 
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pated and educated « Oman cannot bo forced to bclicro 
in this ideal of ‘ pati dcTta and to bo content mtb tho 
faith that it !s her duty to fierre ond to irorship 
the husband, n ho 13 after all a hnman hciug There is 
DO justification for this compulsory merging of the 
woman s mdiTiduahtj m that of tho man Iso doubt 
the desire for adoration, surrender, and self liquidation 
IS an essential attribute of her nature, but that is for a 
man, and not a go(L 

Most men have yet to shed their sense of supenonty, 
and learn the art of participating in the great adventure 
of life m which the Trife is an equal partner Woman, 
on the other band has to develop the art of assertively 
hvmg her nght to cqaahfy without hartmag away their 
essential fezomlce charactenstics of grace and teodemcM, 
peace and affection surrender and sacrifice Aggressive 
ne«a, violence, hardness anger are not their typical 
featnres Therefore, a diQereol. conception of the rela 
tiooship between man and woman is called for It can 
not be accomplished in conferences and offices £very 
home 18 a foundtj every fsouly a workshop where each 
man and woman who believes in emancipation, nses his 
and her will mtelt gence lugenaity and skill to hammer 
out this new Imk, new relationship 

There js one more point to be considered m this con 
nection So far, the economic dependence of woman on 
man was one of the bases of relationship between man 
and wife The Hindu and the Christian and the Muslim 
rel gions share this common point The family set up 
acquired its character from this conception Bat the 
educated economically independent woman bos enlarged 
this pattern She refuses to submit to the domineering 
postures of man and accept his economic supremacy 

But our behaviours and our attitudes towards 
women continue to be influenced by the old outlook. 

A re definition or a re statement is reqoired because 
the economically jndeperdeni wife wants recog 
mtioQ of her new status and she dislikes the position 
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elio occupies In the sub conscious mmd of tbo husband, 
who has failed to realize fully tho changed situation 

A tremendous effort is required to Gnd a now basis of 
relationship, which mu«t shift from economic and biologi- 
cal to tbo intellectual and tbo spiritual which will render 
man and wife ‘ abhi bbnkta atma*'— -undiTided souls 
Tamil} life becomes a centre of spiritual activity— an act 
of living faith Marriage becomea a great exercise in 
self discipline and self control Man cannot afford, 
except at tbo grave risk of family disruption or 
unhappiness, to let loose bis aggressiveness, superiority 
complex, harshness thoughtlessness, and anger against his 
partner, who in addition to being equally well equipped 
to givo bun a retort, is delicate and sensitive That 
makes all the difference Man has to learn to be respect- 
ful and understanding, woman, on her part, should 
learn to be equally firm and independent without com- 
promising lier innate characteristics If man and woman 
realize their complcmentarmoss and base their relation 
ship on cqnahty and mutual respect, they become one 

(fy) 

llic emancipated women and the family 

All Indian families to date are socially joint, although 
the joint family system baa withered away in many 
respects The woman, besides being married to her 
husband, is m another sense, married into the entire 
family, including cognates and ogoates of three 
generations Now, this emancipated woman is not 
prepared for this family pailera which retains many of 
its pre emancipation characteristics She wants more 
freedom, more facilities, and more rights But due to 
economic and social conditions this ‘ socially joint” or 
the ‘joint’ family cannot be dispensed with In the 
villages this pattern of family persists to a greater degree 
than m the cities There is, therefore tension in the 
mmds of the women, there is disturbance m the minds 
of the more elderly and orthodox members of the family 
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Bnt as there >3 no way oat of it, they drift There are 
oat-bursts, up roars, rcconcilidtious and peace, followed 

by the next and inan> mote auccesaire rounds the 

tension remains . .... ... . 

But there is also another aspect of the problem, which 
13 more relerant to the Hindu Social system which pro- 
ceeds on the assumption that the daughter nerer belonged 
to the family she is born in She is like an ornament, 
held as trust to be given over to the rightful peison 
But now there are daughters uho remain nnmarried 
This unmarried daughter has crested new problem 
for the Hindu family and its law of inheritance, because 
she demands the right to her father's property 

The emergence of the emancipated woman as an 
unmarried daughter, as an economically independent wife, 
has created a great necessity for over banling the exist- 
ing family structure and our mental attitndes 

(>) 

emandpsfed womeo and marriage 

We referred to the unmamed daughter in the 
previous section Why do they not get married ? There 
aie economic reasons eometimes , sometimes it is amhi 
tion eometimes it is due to inability to find suitable 
partners, either dne to very high educational qua]i£catious 
or due to not being able to find out a person who can 
give her, her kind of Imng 

But above all, there is the fear of losing their freedom 
because domestic duties and motherhood entail con 
siderable amount of restrictions, self sacrifice, adjustment 
and self abegoation of higher order— virtues which 
are not emphasised during their education, which on 
the contrary equip them for a competitive existence, 
and pronounces their self esteem and ego centric tenden 
cies Their education docs not provide them with the 
skills and values, with which to reconcile the claims of 
freedom and the claims of motherhood Domestic life 
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has its oTTn drudgery, its own taboos Tho outside world 
of gardens and rcstnuronls, picture houEes. parties, 
and pleasure houses, have an irresistible attraction. 
The economic mdepcndenco to whicli she was used to 
before has its own self assurance, its own confidence, 
which IS BO difierent from the experieceo of having to 
‘depend’ upon the hnsband And since an emancipated 
women has to forgo all these if she takes seriously to 
her domestic responsibilities, she remains unmarried, if 
she can afford to do so or to postpone it as far ns possible 
This 18 an easier solution, though having its own diflicul- 
ties and problems In 1929 the average age of tho 
unmarried educated women was 22 years, in 1949 it rose 
to 29 The average age of marriage was 24 (ludia) 

But it 13 a real job for a woman who wants to have 
tho best of both the worlds, to marry and to bo free 
This demands from her and her husband, a very high 
order of resourcefulness, and ingenuity by which the 
creative urges and the qualifications of the women ate 
diverted into their family and building better homes, 
rather than being converted into a packet of bank notes 
which m the long run prove to be more bitter than the 
benefits and the amenities they fetch To make things 
more difficult there are children, who furtlier restrict 
their freedom All these problems, paradoxes, and 
conflicts make married life a very difficult and exacting 
process for those who believe in reconciling tho claims of 
freedom and motherhood, without shabby compromises 
which, in effect, cost the welfare of the progenies, unhappy 
conjugal life, and general disharmony 

Finally, a word about the system of arranged 
marriages The emancipated women disapprove this 
procedure of their mamages being arranged by third 
party. But the social opportunities of free mixing and 
social functions are very limited The society has not 
yet developed » mechanism, which will enable women to 
make their own clioice, wlucU again is conditioned by a 
senes of other factors \7hiIo the woman stands emanci 
pated, she has no media through which to exercise her 
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choice This agam creates tension, maladjaatment, and 

misery. 

The emancipation of women is a great challenge as 
well as an opportunity. It raises formidable sociological 
and psychological prohlems, which are more ecnous and 
stupendous than what is being tackled by the feminist 
movement. A new family pattern ; a new and more 
intelligent basis of relationship between man and wife ; 
a capacity to harmonize claims of motherhood with the 
claims of freedom ; a greater social mobility , a more 
serious effort on the part of the women themselves to 
effect a balance between her inherent qualities and the 
opposite cbaiactenstic grafted npon her personality by 
the cult of Tights These make the emancipated of women 
a challenge and on opportnnity. 


Keferenee 

1. Dr. Radbskmbaan 2. KMranilfcar. 3 K.M. Munshi. 



NEW DIMENSIONS OFSOaALlSM 

TIio stalo sliall strive to promote the welfare of 
the people by securing and protecting os effee 
lively as it maj a social order in which justice, 
social economic, and political shall inform all 
the institutions of the national life 

— T/ie Constitution 


<n 

wbat 1$ ia a esme 

‘ 0, be, some other name What is in a name * That 
which we call a by another name would smell ns 

sweet 1* What appeared so 'simple to love slnken Juliet 
has tremendous valae in politics A name is a con 
ctetized ezpression of the urges and ambitions hopes and 
aspirations of a people Given a flag, a slogan, and a 
name, you can work miracles There la everything in 
a Dame->an avalanche lies locked m it 

And when Congress passed the Avadi resolntion, it 
baptued out economy, it did not do anything revolu 
tionary The essence of the resolution is already incor- 
porate m the Article 3S of onr Constitution Bub 
what Congress could not do a few years ago it found 
courage to do it then What was implicit became 
esphcit A name worked a miracle once again It 
mobilized the entire emotional energies of the people, 
gave them a pnrjtosc, and prepared them for the hard- 
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ehips, and sacrifices of llio Second Fire Vear Pian Full 
of hope and idcaliatn, it laoncbed tLo entire country 
on the next and tbe more bazardons leg of our journey 
ton-ards the realization of a Welfare State 

If the nineteenth century was the century of free 
enterpnze twentieth eentory is the century of eociaIi«tn 
If nineteenth century eaw the hoy day of free 
economy, the twentieth century gaco it (m its classical 
form) a good chnstian bum) when it filled and pushed 
the world into the worst of depressions, ever experienced 
by mankind before Since then, communism and 
democratic socialism have been competing for allegiance 
of the people of the world Every new country which 
attains nationhood (los to make a choice They have no 
other third aUernitive Aod when Congress passed the 
Avadi resolution, it merely acted in the spirit at oar 
times Our age express^ itself through this resolu 
tion— nothing different and nothing less would have 
satisfied the Indian masses, to whom socialism is the 
symbol of hope for a life of prosperity, freedom, justice, 
and dignity 


(") 

socia htic pattern staled 

Socialistic pattern of society is a mere concretized 
expre«!®ion of the approach to socia) recoDStruetJon of 
Ind an Society, as already indicated m the Directive 
Principles of the State Policy It is not to be regarded 
as some fixed or rigid pattern It la pragmatic, and not 
doctrinaire It does not m any way imply the establish 
ment of a highly ceatrabzed and regimented society* 
The national aim is a welfare state and a Socialist 
Economy,® in which the principal means of production 
are under social ownership or control, production is 
progressively speeded up and there is equitable distri 
bntion of the national wealth® 

The accent on socialist pattern is on the attainment 
of positive goals, the raising of standards of living the 
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enlargement of opportunities for all, tho promotion of 
enterprizes among tlie Uisadvantngec! classes, tho crea- 
tion of a sense of partnership among all sections of tho 
community.* And as regards tho means to attain these 
positive goals, tlio Plan states that “Economic policy and 
institutiQual changes have to ho so planned in accordanco 
with tho democratic and egalitarian ideals which tho 
country cherishes and is resolved to pursue.* 

Tho contents of a Social elio Pattern has been 
summarized in tho following terms’ : — 

'•Tho basic objective of a socialistic pattern of society 
would be tbe establishment of a social and economic 
order based on equality of opportunity and on social, 
economical and political justice” ; 

“Such a society would do away with all distinctions 
of caste, creed, sce or social and economic status and 
would ensure the right to work and a living woge to all 
able-bodied citizens. In other words, a socialistic 
pattern of society would create conditions for full emp- 
loyment”, 

“The State sball oun or effectively control the prin- 
ciple means of production and material resources of the 
community m the best interest of the nation” , 

“The Society shall organize economic system m such 
a manner that it does not result in the concentration of 
wealth and means of production to tho common 
detriment” ; 

“Systematic attempts are made to increase and speed 
up the total production of wealth in the country” , 

“It is also necessary that there should bo equitable 
distribution of the national wealth and the existing 
economic disparities are reduced to the minimum” ; 

“Such a transformation of the social and economic 
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A sociAliftio pAtt«rn of society would neccMitste s 
bold dcccntrnJizatiotJ of economic snd political power m 
the form of Village ranehayats and the Organisation of 
small scale and cottage indostncs on a rer^ wide scale 

It IS claimed that tins pnttem is broadly b.i<c<! on 
Sanodaya and the pnncitlcs enunciated In SLihattna 
Gnnlhi* 


(ft/) 

socialism nitb new dimensions 

It appears that the * Socialistic Pattern of Society is 
a blanket term which ioelttdessometbingof many things— 
a boquet of dowers culled out from numerotis nurseries 
In its insistence on peaceful and non riolent methods of 
ebaogo it IS almost Gandbian la its emphasis on econo 
mte jQBtico and the uplift of disailTantsged classes tt is 
ATarxian in its passion for liberty and acceptance of the 
prioeiple of social ownership or control of means of 
production it is socialist lo its pragmatic approach and 
the technique of unforrauiated principles, it is British 
and aboee all, in its broad ba^edness catholicity and 
synthetic approach, it is thoroughly Iidian— hie tbo 
system of Hindu thought tu which the wildest of extremes 
stand reconciliated 

Therefore Indian socialism does not contain some of 
the classical attributies of European socialism namely 
nationalization extreme concentratioa of power in the 
State, and a regimented society 

Naturally, it cannot bo eo The European socialist 
thought, whether it « British, or French or German was 
bom m an economic situation of which the most dis 
tressmg feature was the concentiation of wealth in few 
hands and the unequal distribution of the fruits of 
labour and industry 

In Europe, free economy had helped to produce 
enormous wealth and socialism tackled the problem of 
controUing its distribution 
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India has no sucb problems at present Hero wealtb 
ba«i yet to bo created , prodaction has still to take place, 
there is no industrial capitalism Our problems aro more 
production , how to relcaso tho productive forces of tho 
society, and bow to mobibie the idle man power avail- 
able in tho country side Wo have to create something 
before wo nationalize or redistribute it 

As her own traditions would have it, and the ex 
pcrienco elsewhere have shown, India knows that econo- 
mic progress without liberty is not worth even a dead 
mouse. It IS also fully aware of tho utter futility of 
violent revolt, which today is useless, beesnse civiliza 
tion, inspite of its retreats and relapses m other spheres, 
has found out a more sane and economical alternative 
for the wasteful, self suUifymg, stupid method of violent 
change 

Its realixation that captlaUsm is not the only enemy 
It bos to fight with, Its passion for liberty, Its extreme 
abhorence for violence, and the full understanding of its 
own problems, which are not only economic but social 
and cultural, have led India to the formulation of an 
unorthodox socialist programme which will transform a 
poor, resourceless, agrarian society, beset with the evils 
caste and class heirorcby, into an egalitarian and pro- 
gressive society 

If tho nineteenth century European socialist thought 
was a reaction agamst the evils of the infant industrial 
capitalism, the twentieth century Indian sccialistio 
programme is an answer to tho evils of mature capitalism 
and infant industrial communism It is a twentieth 
century democratic socialist revolution which has given 
new dimensions to the nineteenth century socialist 
thinking 

It has no parallel any where in Europe — neither in the 
welfare state paradise of Sweden nor m the post— 1943 
Norway nor the labour Cogland In these countries they 
have learnt by experience that it la best to keep private 
enterpnze as the mamspcing of material advance But 
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the Indian Government is proceeding m the opposite 
direction i e , towards a greater reliance on the State as 
tnaher of plans provider of capital and mdnstnal entre 
preneur The Government, not the full free play of 
market, is to decide the direction of the economy ® 

marriage of values 

In this respect it tends to be socialistic But the 
fact that the State has not modified the basic nature ot 
property relations and that it allows for free play of eco 
□omio forces to work themselves ont in certain sectors of 
the economy, indicates that Indian socialistic thought 
in not blindly anti capitalistic It appears that it does 
not consider itself the enemy of capitalistic values 
wholly It does not aitn at deatcoyiog it, but transfer 
Cling it and harnessing its productive resources It 
assumes that there is no sign of capitalism nearing the 
point of final crisis when it will finally break down On 
the other hand, it eeems to hetieve, that Bome nC the 
values of capitalism in its modem rejuvenated version, 
are still valid Therefore a wise economic policy should 
utilize them and beod them towards promoting the soeia) 
welfare The ideal of the Welfare State and the control 
of the means of factors of production, instead of breaking 
class system of the capitalist society, will improve the 
conditions But this is not Sociabsm It is State Capi 
talisin As Frof Cole has put it — ' Socialism means a 
classless society it implies an economic system 

under which the distnbution ofmeans is got hroadly right 
in the first instance, and does not need to be put right 
by complicated and wasteful methods of re distribution 
through taxation and benevolence It implies, too, the 
conduct of society a essential affairs, including production, 
on a basis of partnership ond widely diffused responsibi 
lity ’ ** We wonder, if India a Socialistic pattern of society 
conforms to these notions Are we moving towards a 
classless society I 

But India has taken only a pragmatic view of this 
situation It appears tohave left for the tbcoraliciaDB 



^EW DIsrEKSIORS OF SOCIAUSif 


79 


to decide the big academic question, whether the co 
existence of public and private enterpnze, the Welfare 
State and nationalization constitute socialism or not 
It is concerned with the practical value of a scheme m 
terms of higher production and reduction of inequalities 
and not its abstract logical consistency and wholeness 

public onoershtp without naiionabzation 


And even in those spheres m which the strategic 
control of basic and other indostriea bas been oecepfed 
08 a matter of policy, Indian Socialist programme has 
not gone in for wholesale national zation 

When a government decides to lobe initiative m 
economic enterprises it may adopt ony of the three 
j^ormsof organisation, namely, departmental management, 
or public CO operation or to have companies set up under 
regular laws The shares of the companies are held m 
the name of goveromettl officials , it is accoontable to 
ebarebolders and not to tbe public, altbougb its capital 
IS denved from the Parliament. India m majority of its 
public enterprises has adopted this company set op 
This system of private limited company formoforgani 
zation is a unique feature of the Indian socialist practice 
There is not a single enterpnze out of nearly 20 or more 
government undcrtakiogs, which has been modelled on 
the Sntjsb corporation patteni 


This 13 an unorthodox end ausociahstic’ device, m the 
traditionally accepted sense of the term Socialism nhich 
13 equated with nationalization Public corporation is an 
instrument of distributive justice in other countries But 
in India the policy of public control of means of 
production is an instrument of economic imtiative It 
constitutes a leading sector, which will prime tbe onmn 
ofmdustr.al growth and will generatS new mdn^atni^ 
employment, and create general economio BnrnlnBp. 

of which future growth Will be financed ^ es out 


But the question is why did India *t- 
limited company pattern of orgamzat.on ^The XS 
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nationalization needs an army of trained personnel of all 
grades, technical know how, aufficicnt financial resources, 
and managerial skill of the highest order India has 
none of these in adequate measures. In almost all the 
new industrial undeitakiogs there is the need of technical 
assistance of foreign firms, which may be arranged either 
through management contracts, or partial onnerahip 
Now, it seems inappropriate to give foreign shareholders 
an equity m a public corporation, which is an arm of 
State whose soTereignity la not shareable Since it is 
imperative for India to have foreign technical assistance 
at the stage, the pnvata limited company is a convenient 
form in which their participation can be made possible 
without the State having to share its sovereignity 
with them. 

This form of organisation is novel India has modi 
fied the traditional methods of public control of means of 
production It is evolving its own variety of socialist 
Forms 

social and other items of the programme 

Indian Socialistic programme has a social aspect It 
iB not solely on ecouomio programme It has a social 
outlook It aims at promoting social democracy m which 
caste, communalism, and provincialism will not exist It 
depreciates all forms of social ond legal disabilities as 
well as reactionary customs and usages A revolutionary 
programme of rural development has been launched in 
the form of Community Development Programme It 
aims at making far-reaching ebaugea in the educational 
system 

Its agrarian policy is to eliminate all intermediaries 
between the State and the farmer The private ownership 
of land bos been conceded and the State does not intend 
to interfere with this pattern of propcrt3 relations as 
far as land js concerned The upper hmJt for the 
acquisition of land for the purpose of future has been 
laid down 
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Thus the Socialistic Pattern of Society, is a very 
broad based programme of action Is ib socialism in the 
accepted sense of the term « 

(*v) 

freedom and nelfare state 

stated above, the objective in India is to set np 
o Welfare State and Socialist economy Snch a broad 
programme of action has its own advantages and dis* 
advantages Bat what la important is the magmtnde 
of the task which the State, as the mainspring of 
economic initiative, has decided to take upon itself 
It is no small job to convert a feudal, caste ridden, and 
under-developed society into a dynamic, industrial, 
modern egalitarian society In Russia this was achieved 
by Communism, which has proved to be o very effective 
form of organization to carry out such a stupendous 
ta«k of converting a feudal agrarian order into a modem 
economy. We, m India, have discarded thia method 
outricht While it would be necessary to device an 
equally effective system of organimtirn, we must see 
to it that we do not bring a democratic despotism in 
place of communistic tyranny 

For the sake of promoting welfare activities, the 
State is acquiring very large powers and responsi. 
bilities, and as the present tendencies mdicate, the 
State, in the future, might become very powerful, jf 
certain correctives are not applied from the very begmn. 
mg There must bo more provisions to safe-gaard 
individual libertv by instituting a pattern of political 
and economic decentrahiation 


In an acquisitive capitalistic order, freedom is legallv 
tut men are poaerlesa to enjoy their fnwlom 
bccnn.o they ora threatened by poverty, insecurity and 
eoeia! inequalities TJio concept of tvelfare etatc which 
mvolvea a programme ot eitendmg public welfare a, 
move these harriers to freedom But as the frontiera^f 
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the pcsitive Btato cnlArge, more restraints on absolute 
riglita of ladiTiduala are oc^ed to stop the individuals 
from doing T?hat they pleased with their property 
This necessitates largo mcoauro of control and public 
onnership The evils of Dickensian age can be swept 
away by planning and social legislation But this 
process creates new dangers to liberty ! 

The estahlishioent of a welfare state implies the 
development of a huge and complex organization in a 
modern society Power gets concentrated in the State, 
big busincBses tl e near state monopolies as radio, 
cdncation, end democratic political parties 

In India the control of private hmrteiJ company fotm 
of organization would also require a class of managers 
who shonld operate these companies The very fact 
that the state IS the mainspring of economie initiative 
pre supposes a large measure of power m the bands of 
civil servants Are we not working for the dissolution of 
one Bet of classes and creating new classes in their place t 
Will not the economic life be influenced by tl e bureau 
crata and the managers t What ssfegoards have been 
provided for against the soc ety degenerating into a 
managerial society * A new despotism is m the offing 
The next stage of the development of a matnre capita 
Iistio society is perhaps managerial state The state 
meat regarding the Socialist Pattero of society gives no 
clear answer and provides no check to this tendency 
What are we gomg to do when, after sometime, the 
growth of a fall fledged welfare state creates this new 
class of managers and bureaucrats in whose presence 
freedom will erode and inifratire will wither away 

C) 

socialistic pattern and sairodaja 

It IS said the Socialist pattern of society is broadly 
based on the ideal of Sarvodaya For that matter, in 
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80 far as its insistence on peace and non.voilence is 
concerned, it could claina its inspiration from Buddhism. 
The mere fact that some of its programmes include 
items, such ns, cottage industries, handicrafts, and 
village panchayats, as mere agencies of governmental 
policies, does not imply that it is based on Sarvodaya. 
A few splinters of constructive programme do not give it 
a Sarvodaya base. 

Sarvodaya implies acceptance of the principle that 
fundamental changes can not bo brought about by coer- 
cive powers of the State. But in India we are moving 
towards the creation of a strong state and centralization 
of political power. Tbeio ia no chance of it ever 
withenng away gradually. Day after day it is becoming 
more and more powerful. 

Sarvodaya aims at maLiog men and women self-saCB- 
dent in respect of their primary’ requirements. But we 
are moving in a diHetent direction. 

It believes in controlled mechanization. According 
to Sarvodaya, oar planning should be based on faith m 
man and not merely on faith to science, or techniques 
and industrialization. But the socialist programme is 
committed to large scale industrialization. 

Sarvodaya believes in panchay ats as constituent units 
of a political structure. But to day panchayats are 
mere state agencies intended to carry out the will and 
wishes of a powerful goveroroent from above. 


There is a vital difference between the two. The 
Socialist Pattern is not based on Sarvodaya as a social 
philosophy. How can it be — with its excessive reliance 
on state action, with its almost religious attachment to 
machine {the village indoslnes have been accepted as 
short term measures to ease the problem of employment 
tm Back time alternate opportamtiea in large ecala indna 
Itica ate found) and there is no provision for promoting 
regional, it not individual self suffioieney. in respect of 
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primary requirements A Welfare State plus Socialist 
economy la not Sarvodaya 


(t/) 

Well, wl at ever its natoro, the experiment of cstnb 
lisLing the Socialist Pattern of society m India, is of 
great histotical importance and it 1 as great signiiicanco 
fur the world in general and underdeveloped countries in 
particular An invisible competition is going on between 
China and India — two great nations with an equally 
great bentage— each striving to reach eiini’ar objec 
lives by different methods The rest of Asia and 
Africa IB watching this contest with interest and concern 
* Wo can best appreciate the crucial importance to the 
future of manUnd of what Nehru is doing m India— if 
not anything else tbo socialist expemsent in India 
demonstrates that there is a human and liberal alter 
native to the Stalin s way of developing a backtrard 
country But for this, the backward countries would 
have DO practical alternative model bnt that provided 
for them by Cammutusm If it succeeds, wo would 
have dealt a non voilent blow to communism m other 
parts of the world 
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SARVODAYA 

In mncteeth ccntory tho danger wos that God is 
dead m twentieth century tho problem is that 
man is dead 1 he danger of the past was that 
men became slaves , the danger of tho future is 
that man may bccomo robots 

■— £r/ch Vromm 

(0 

fl ny in the web 

The individual has been tho fondest child of history 
during the last two centuries when m a glor ous bid to 
literate himself from the age old oppression and tyranny, 
five major revolutions were conceived and completed , 
constitutions were un made and re made and bitter 
battles were fought and won 

Freedom is a tonio The very concept of individual 
freedom generated dynamiem and gave rise to pbeno 
menal constructive activity The story of man during 
the period is a record of his brove attempts to build a 
society based on freedom, justice and equality And 
fortunately, those oppressions and disabilities from which 
the individual sniFered before the French Uevolation and 
American War of Independence no longer plague mankind 
But even then his freedom is not secure The individual 
13 subjected to a different set of disabilities The verv 
structure and the size of the free society places co nsider 
(85J 
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atlo restrictjons on tbo ]ibertr and the indcpcndeoco of 
tb e indivlclual 

We httTo bm!t a dcfensiro ciTilization Society is 
too vast and too znnvstro to bo comprehended in one 
V ow It is bewildering in Us complexity, and ataggcring 
In ita dimensi ns— a rnigbty web of gigantic textures in 
which the indiTidunl hangs like a tly It is a jungle of 
as oemtions, organizations, nod institutions of orery form, 
size, and variety Poor individoat, be is caught in tbo 
entangled laeabcs of luxuriant over growth which impede 
progress, nnd strangle his initiative It is a top-beavy 
eocioty which is Buffering from over organization, execs 
eive inatitutionalization, nnd eurfcit of unequal/y distri 
buted power — financial, political economic, and a mama 
for technology Our age la suffering from meglomania 
nnd excesses of every kind 

Tor example, there is tho powerful state, equipped 
with QnfaiJing methods of control and persuasion It is 
omni potent Its pervasive inOnence reaches out into tbo 
pnrate chambers of mdmdaala hfe la the name of 
welfare the state is appropriating to itself, with the 
consent of tho ruled, more and more powers It tends to 
be oligarchical 

Tbe economic set up is mystifying and extremely 
intricate average citizen can bardly understand it 

and give bis enlightened opmion on the basic economic 
problems which affect him Economic decisions have 
become a preserve of a few experts, and the rest have 
only to abide by them 

Tbe social mechanism through which the individual 
expresses himself is cumbersome and over loaded with 
tedious formalities and procedures 

In short the individual is dominated by nninerons 
gigantic and imponderable factors which are beyond hia 
reach He is helpless before these modem dmosanrs 
He seems to have become a pnsoner to his own creations 
A new Hastille peopled with a new aristocracy of bnreau 
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crats, party bosses, political leaders, indastnal magnates, 
and technicians have arisen. Every where there is a 
craze for organiza tion, a flare f or exc Msive institiitioniUi 
zationro^nd alm ost a reli gious dev'otToa t^Tie techniques 
\Ve begin great~tIilrigV mlh a'vieiv~lo "promoting the 
ivelfare of the individual But all our efforts end tu n 
heap of documents, a pletl ora of procedures leading to 
the construction of institutions 

The individual — the free individual— -is a modern 
Prometheus bound to numerous roclvS of mighty insti 
tutions Be is buried under a stack of organizational 
procedures, quantities, crowds and mtchines 

Sarvodaya is on answer to these excesses of the oge — 
high degree of instuutionabzation, surfeit of ill distributed 
power, ills of violence, the tyranny of over organization 
and the disadvantages of massive structures It is a 
corrective to this over grown technological civilization 
It stands for the freedom of the individual from the 
tyranny of hts erstwhile benefactors— the seientist, who 
built for him a carnival instead of a civilization, and the 
social scientist who built for bim a new Red Fort, 
in stead of a simple homo 



I The term Sarvodaya, which literally means welfare 
and uplift of all, can bo interpreted m two ways, namely, 
nplift and welfare of all sections of society, and all 
aspects of life of the individual and the society 

The wordp uplift an welfare are significant Welfare 
implies improvement in the same direction and at the 
same plane The original constitnenta of a given sitnation 
remain relatively unchanged over a period of time It 
does not involve basic changes 

But uplift implies elevation, an upward movement— 
a now equilibrium It is n self exceodnig uclmty m wbich 
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wo move from a lower state of expencnco to a higher 
state of experience 

Progress, as a process mrotves ophft as well as wel 
fare Sarvodnya is a philosophy of integeration It aims 
at nplift as well aa welfare of the society and the 
indiTidaat It believes that life is indivisible, and it most 
be treated as a whole There is a harmony at the heart 
of the things Differences are superhcial, they are a kind 
of optical aberraiion The individual interest and social 

interest, the material and the spintnal , are inseparable 
Therefore, the programmes and policies of social 
construction should be based on an integrated or 
‘"totalitarian * view of life and society The French Bevo 
Intion gave us the conception of political rights of man, 
and the nineteenth century social thongbt is dominated 
by this concept The Russian RevolntjoD revealed that 
political rights nnaccompanied bv economic rights are 
useless The post First World War penod thinking was 
dominated by this notion In none of these revolntionary 
ideas the individual and soc ety were treated as a whole 
and together Synthesis is tbe key note of Sarvodaya 
Science western rationalism, liberal democracy, economic 
equality, and freedom have been recombined and 
integerated into an Indian background, in a new relation 
ship, or in a new equation in which tbe buman factor, 
though onverifiable and unpredictable, is the constant -k 

Any philosophy of social construction must take a 
"totalitarian ^ view of man ond bis milieu It should 
develop a programme which will cater to his require 
ments as a whole An individual cannot achieve mental, 
physical and spiritual balance m a society u bicb la tom 
by internal dissensions He needs the peace of a class- 
less society, and the freedom of a stateless society to 
achieve this harmony Sarvodaya, as an ideal, aspires 
to create such conditions for man ' We have to progress 
from a state of good government to the ultimate state 
of freedom Gram garemmeat * 

The utilitarian beheved m "maximum benefit of the 
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maxjmum numbers” Tbftt social pattern was not 
concerned with the welfare of tho rest 

The communist doctrine believes m “tho dictatorship 
of proletariat”, who replace the capitalist 
s,.,^einocracy js a rule of tho majority In a sense,' 
this IS another form of group supremacy Nonooftlicso 
systems think in terms of tho total uplift of all sections 
Society remains in a state of perpetual conQict, becauso 
those who aro suppressed keep waiting for an opportunity 
to overthrow their adversaries Sarvodaya can deliver 
Bocial system from this jiorpctually wasteful, irrational, 
and aroidablo cycle of revolution and counter revolution 
Sarvodaya docs not suggest the creation of tho hegemony 
of a part over tho rest 

In short, the Sarvodaya 19 not on organitation It is 
an idea It conceives of progress as movement which 
lal es place in all directions It is a synthesis, m tho 
best sense of the word Tho programme of Sarvodaya 
is ‘ a programme of decentrahxerl democrotio village 
economy, based on agriculture with a minimum of big 
industry and heavy technology and that controlled for 
tho bene&t of all , and, all political government subject 
to the consent of the governed refusal of consent to be 
made eflectivo in the last resort by mass Satyagraba’ ^ 
In shor t , it is a prog ramme of economic and political 
decentralization , controTISl mechanization, and agrarian 
upiilt by ciemocra(icr D 6 n~vlole~nl, and truthful methods ““ 

(HO 

power 

Power, m modem timea tends to g et. concentrated oc. 
locallzed in g f ew h ands Whether the power is political 
or financial or industrial or educational, it js unequally 
distributed within the nation as well as between the 
nations It is injnnous for those who are in power, and 
also for those who are subjected to it “Power corrupts 
and absolnte power corrupts absolutely and inevltablv * f 
Tuose Who 'live under the hegemony of these^^S^'rfol 
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Interests, are bound to bo reduced to a state of a new 
slavery in which there is a seffiblsDce of freedom without 
Its essence. The individual is subjected to a now Lind of 
subordination in alt spheres Ifo is ineifictive, ns an 
individual He must belong to an organisation before he 
can get bis griovance redressed 

Tho fault is not with the individual or those who are 
in power. It is duo to the immense 8120 of national 
political ori.anisations, and the uniis of governance We 
live m mass societies — a vast sea of numbers which exist 
every where, although it is not such a great evil in 
small nations like UK, Korway, Switzerland etc 

The concentration of power la more m political than 
in financial spheres For example, democracy, in 
modern state tends to be oligarchical It is not the 
fanlt of democracy or those who are responsible for 
working it The trend is not loberent in democracy 
Bat it IS due to the large size and the great number of 
people— fc organization at a large scale—a kind of 
giganticism 

It is in the very nature of things that nn average mdi 
vidual should recoil at the prospects of having to take 
a decision on matters on which be does not have full 
data He is not competent, by virtue of hia training 
and education, to comprehend such colo'^sal problems 
aCTecting large numbers Moreover, he has little time to 
think about sneh matters of pubho importance becauae 
he IS very busy with his own problems Therefore, m a 
laige meacure, people must delegate decisions to a rela 
lively few representatives this scale drawing patterns 
or the metbod of graphic representation, namely, 100 
mile3=l mch , and 75,000 people— 1 representative, is 
easy 

This kind of giganticism operates every where, m the 
state, the industry, the trade onions, the schools, the uni* 
versities, the political organizations, the business bouses, 
and the offices It is dangerona for the freedom of the 
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individual. Therefore, efforts must bo made to extricnto 
him from the membership of such largo organizations by 
emphasizing eraallcr units of organization, which an 
average individual can comprehend, and in which bo can 
participate. 

Sarvodaya supports tho idea of decentralization of 
political power, and sphtting large units into smaller 
manageable units. This is a rational alternative to tho 
conceetration of power. Whether democracy or commu- 
nism all political system tend to be “totalitarian**. In 
some instances it is concealed and in some it is open and 
unabashed. 


It is possible to decentralize political power to peri- 
pheral units without lowering the standards of adminis- 
trative efficiency ond control. 

Gandhi suggested Gramraj or Panchayat Raj for India. 
But his conception of panchayats was different from tho 
one with which wo are familiar in India today At present 
panohayats are govemmeotal agencies, which carry out 
the will of the provincial authority. They are administra- 
tive units. Bat Sarvodaya conceives of Pauebuyats as 
constituent units of the political structure of the country, 
and not as agencies or some sort of annexe to the main 
political set-up. The decentralization may tako tho 
following form : 


The system should start from the bottom. “Village 
Panchayats will be members of Taluka Panohayats 
consisting of 20 villages or a population of 20.000. Tho 
President of Taluka Panohayats will constitute District 
Panchayats and so on to tho Provincial and All India 
Panohayats. Thus the system envisaged is a like that 
of a pyramid who«e broad base is composed of number- 
less village communities. The higher Panchayats wiij 
tender sound guidance and inforraation, supervise and 
co-ordinate the activities of village panohayats’’* 


Only in such small republics in 
intimate contacts with each other ai 


which face to face 
s posstbh, and 6y 
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porticiptttmg in their own affairs, and by solving their own 
problems, can the individual ftel the joy of freedom He 
Will feel more confident and self assured under tins system 
of self government 

The representative pattern of democracy tends to bo 
oligarchical m the long run "Twenty or more men at 
the centre cannot work democracy It had to bo worked 
from below” * Political decentralization will enable us 
to re instate the individual, and give him freedom 

economic centralization 

There is one more vital sphere of human hte m which 
centralization of power is taking place rapidly It is the 
economic life of the individual "There la a tragic alli 
ance between society as a whole and ita economic coo 
ditions With gnm releotlcaancsa these conditions tend 
to bring up the man of today as a being without free 
dom without self collectedoess, without independence, 

In short as haman being so full of doQciencics that he 
lacks the quality of humanity’’* This is particularly 
true m highly developed industrial countries, which have 
adopted the moss scale production and dcstnbution 
techniques Millions and millions of propcrtylcss wor , 
kers who have no source of their own depend abjectly 
upon the private or the public employers, or the stale 
for their ineotnes. This kind of cconomio dependence] 
is not compatible with civil and personal liberty The' 
workers, under these circumstances, tend to bedcpca.j 
dent upon the grace and good will of the bosses I 

In order to protect themsclvca against their opnr©. 
salon and safeguard their interests, the workers combine 
and form unions which are themselves os gignntic and 
highly centralized* os are the industries Jho workers 
are subjected to two oligarchies— the factory boM and 
the party boes "Self government which is the er«ence 
of democratic frccdon. is moro or Jeas completely abecot 
from their professional lives’ • 
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Tho Individual onco again la imprisoned in tlio vast 
proiluctivo roechaniein of aooioty xvbich in turn tends to 
bo dominated by managers, bureaucrats, financiers and 
mdnstrialist. ^ 

What 13 the way out of It t TDecentrahzo produchro 
techniques as much as possible so that each individual 
can ply hts own tools and earn a livelihood Tho indi* 
vidual should hocomo his own employer or tho member 
of a CO operating coramonity working for subsistenco and 
local market 'Ibis is a rational solution to the problem 
of economic: centralization. 


Tt IB generally argued that largo scale production 
techniques are economical in tho sense, they yield moro 
production at low coat But tlio question of tho freedom 
of individual cannot bo dismissed on tho grounds of 
economic efficiency Freedom is of vita] importance 

But even from tho point of economic elfieiency, it 
has been found that the oppheations of mass produc- 
tion techniques are not economical for tho production 
of all the goods More than C0% of the goods can bo 
produced economically without resorting to mass scale 
production techniques^® 

Tho programme of Sarvodaya supports decentrali- 
zation of economic^ power The individual will feel 
free, if ha is emanjepated from these gigantic organiza- 
tiorfj The Sarvodaya progromme of decentralization 
aims at toaUng every vinttgo~1u Ind ia Beirsut^cnt m 
ter^s ot its pri mary requtroments 'Tt believes in pro- 
du^io^ tor gonTumptlon mtlier than fb^'-export^litsTcIe 
Che ^^jfge or Ihe country It Is not difficult to decen- 
Cfalizo industrial production techniques The scientifio 
research which has so far been applied to invent 
large machines can bo nsed m inventing small machines 


d, d^'entralizalion- 

disporsumot population in ratal areas or eftatts to con 
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trol urbanization which la essential bccauso unequal 
distribution of power bciween cities «nd couQtiysido is 
fraught with dangers It would render rural economy 
dependent upon cities No country can afford the process 
of urbanization to the extent that oven for its food 
supplies it should depend upon others At alt cost, a 
country and the regions within the county must strive 
to relize food self sufficient, if it isTsurvive as a 
respected nation It is necessary to strengthen the 
agrarian base of its economy, and not to rush head long 
into uncontrolled industrial expansion 

Uncontrolled industrialization at the cost of agncuU 
tnre and food relf sufficiency is suicidal It involves 
reck’e«s exploitation of land resources, “If civilization 
IS to avoid a long decline each es has bitglited North 
Africa and the Near East for thirteen centuries and for 
centuries yet to come, society must be boro again out 
of an economy of exploitation to the economy of con* 
servation’ “ lodustria liza tioo p uts consi derable strain 
on the nataral Tesonre es Tor example, it is a great 
drain on our lorest resources This exploitation is 
shocking, A Single ' Sunday edition of the New York 
Times, for example, requires ten acres of big trees to 
supply the necessary wow pulp for it paper There are 
many other news papers of equal size in USA and 52 
Sundays in every year, to say nothing qf week days and 
all the other uses of paper”** 

U^ Industrialized at the cost of agncnltnre, and 
neglected its problem of food supply It was not a wise 
policy Industrial progress leads to urbanization, which 
implies a decrease in the area available for cultiva 
tion And as the population increases the increasing 
demand for supply of food-SQppIy baa either to be met 
by intensive cultivation or by Imports No country 
would like to depend upon others for its major part of 
its food supply Tiierefore, it will resort to intensive 
cultivation (specially by machines), which in the long 
run lowers the fertility of land The law of diminiabmg 
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returns sets in Consequently the exploitation of land 
at this rate, together ith the inroads which industnahza 
tion makes on forest resources raise a very sorious pro- 
blem of soil erosion 

“In ils present degree, speed, and widespreadness, 
soil erosion is relatively new in human history only about 
250 years old We are told by the best of soil expert 
that sod eiQsion vs taking place at n great pace in North 
and South America and the countries around the 
Jlediterranean Every empire, through history has ended 
in desert What is now the Sahara Desert nas once the 
flourishing wheat growing areas of Roman Empire The 
present desaicatcd lands of Mesopotamia, Syne, Palestine 
and parts of Arabia were sites of great empires of 
Babylonia, Sumeria and Ur Persia Greece w mostly 
barren*’^* 

Industrialization, uncontrolled industnalization, will 
aggravate this situation m various ways What is the 
solution for this fundamental problem, which if left 
unattended may prove to be the doomi of our 
civilization Sod erosion, which is an equal pf not a ' 
more potent danger than that of atomic warfare or 
radiation, can be stopped, if we go slow with industriali- 
zation, and do not fad to build a strong, self Bufiicient 
agrarian economy 


i/v) 

machine and man 

Saryodaya is not opposed to machine . Machine is 
man'^inumpLt over nature Bven charkha is a machine'" 
Ills indefensible to oppose machine, as such Accor- 
ding to the ideals of Sarvodaya, machine should not 
elemmate man It must eerve man rather than be his 
master Our term of reference is the individual _ his 
welfare, as a live, unique fulUstatured man must 
foje™'""’ * be emp 
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Mechapization has assamed the atature of a f aith 
We^ pjac^ macbine, parttc^c^^^' mass scale prodaction 
machine, at the centre of oar diseo'sions and then pro- 
ceed to formulate economio policies Sarrodaya is 
opposed to this approach It stands for a different 
approach, viz , to ieep man, to remember the indiri 
dual, and formulate the economic policies and to fix a 
limit to which machine sboald be allowed to enter eco 
nomic life In public atihtiea, defence industries, and 
basic industries, mechamzatioo is justifiable But for 
primary req uirementB an d eops omptio a goods-^e 
mass scale prodaction machines should be aToiae3'"ai" 



Technology is a Trojan horse which enters a body 
social innocently but after its entry unfolds a senes of 
complications which create a serivS of problems for 
the social and cuhuntl life of a people Bat since 
machine cannot be dispensed with, controlled mecbani 
zation IS a compromise which can be made with modern 
age hlaci me should not enter the sphere of primary 
lequireinents of life— a vital activity which shoald be 
prote^ed against the intrusion of tnacbme Macbiniza 
tioiy</fhfe starts when the machines produce these 
priMry requirements 

i>i/£xcessjve mechanization has seriona consequeoees 
for the civilization It leads to abatraetification and 
quantification of life We create mass societies, in which 
men are mere digits Man becomes estranged from 
bim«eir He is not the master of the situation But 
tits acts and their consequence becomes las masters He 
IS out of touch with himself, h>3 neighbours, bis job, 
and his community “In industry the person becomes 
an economio atom that dances to the tune of atomistic 
management Itoar place is just here, you will sit in 
this fashion, your arms will niovo x inches in a course 
of } radius and the time of the movement will be 000 
minutes Life, in such processes being dead , the 
need to control, crcativrness curiosity, and independent 
thought are being baulked, and the result, the inerit 



•iiKVOnAYA 


97 


nWo result, la Oigbt or figbt on the pnrt of 
npatby or destructireneea psjchic regression Anc 
are the mevitablo consequences which shoina lolion 
wlicn mnchine takes possession of man Our eiwJizntJon 
13 exposed to two dangers created by exces.^‘^o^^|''^’ 
nizntion automatization ond alienation’* ^eiU^r 

communism nor capitalism noj_sociah 9 Tn_p{rer_n’''^ answi^ 
tO -t h tt,o prbb lems ^TKy haeo nothing to nvert the 
imminent death tir Uio son of Tren ch Keyolotion the 
Jtce ituiividu^ 

(V) 

ccoDom] of expansion 


Oar s 13 a _spced s ustained B ocml_structurc::~PY^’PQ 
atly the' economic s tr ucture It rcmn iiir3'~l|) y . 

[QUlT es it'ia w orLmgat an acccVr ntPd'gp eVd'^^'^^’o wheels 
xctcaV ^t.VvXX Uci^ 

into the market more and more goods and sereices for 
more and more people, who m turn work mof® more 
fetenshly to be able to acquire more and jnot® money 
to buy the^e goods and services Newer ond newer, 
lower and lower, margins of demand must be tapped, 
every day, by insistent propaganda and continuous 
odvertiseinent campaigns The system iiiov®3 in ever 
Widening circles — a mouotig spiral — going up ^nd up and 
up to a point of no return Keynes multipl*®*’® opsrate 
bi ndlv, when they crea the human limits Then the 
momentuin of the expansionist economy drag# after it the 
social system which ceases to he the master of the 
situation The economics of the espasionistie economy 
conditions the social values and arrangements For 
example, if you have idle machines they would prefer to 
make the machines work ond render human hemgs idle 
It 13 in the very uatnre of our expansionist economy It 
18 an irreversible process without brakes 4n economy 
wbich la based on the expansion of demand and there 
fore on the expansion of desires has its own gla 
mour, but It a restless insatiated ond unstable system. 
Khith must end m speed ns it originated m s(>^ 
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Beyond n particular point it is not desirable to 
stimulate demand Sarvodaya discards this expansionist 
economy It advocates an economy of service — ratber 
than an economy of monkeys, tigers and birds — an 
economy nhich moves at a speed at winch man and 
society also can move 


(‘0 

going back 

It 13 sometimes said tliat this programme of Sarvo<Iayn 
would be 'going back** It is not so There is nothing 
sacred about tcchniqnes They should be accepted so 
long as they serve the needs of man and society Modern 
techniques of production organiration and governanco 
would lead the world baek to new forms of elsvpry, 
robotiSQ and desert Tbo largeness of the dimensions 
over organization and size and eomplezity of modern 
society ore stnling at the very roots of the emaJl working 
groups which alone can produce co operation nhfch is the 
basis of civilization Power amassed in mighty monu* 
ments is susceptible to destruction Dut power, whether 
it IS of resources or scieneo or state or Cnance, docs not 
corrupt if it IS distnbuteil all over the society amongst 
individuals or in stnalt groups Pil ro trees or p mcsjcan 
be uprootcrl by Bpt^sTfn Itiw wo«t_of the 

hurricanes havc^no power to uproot the gra5s.__l’owcr 
shoalcl boimrusod throughout the length an I breadth of 
theronntrylfhiongsrjts people, organized m s mall w ot 
king groujas 

This IS the only method to re instate the indit I lual, 
who at present is bune'I ondrr the dead weight of Institu 
tion, rules regolations, laws and legislations, an I who is 
sufTcring from the excess power an 1 large sized societies 

Change an 1 progrexs are d fferenl things All change 
h no' progress Cirdizition cl an^es I ut dors not 
progrtM *’ As Ilussell pat9t ehan*^ Is a seirijtifie tern, 
j roi.rvss has a moralistic implication Mo Irm teci nolof,jr 
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embodies change , it is not nccssanly progress, becauso 
it docs not elevate It promotes only welfare Sarvo 
daya means uplift as well as ticlfaro Progress, if it is 
real, must involve n movement in respect of both It is 
wrong to make a fetish of technology Sarvodaya is not 
against modern technology bat it accepts it with wide 
re^ervatvina 

Sarvodaya os a philosophy of social construction, at 
its present stage, is not a system It has yet to become 
a system of thought It is an idea, a point of view, n 
revolutionary point of view Gandhi, tho founder of this 
modern faith is dead It would require another genius, 
who will do for Sarvodaya, what Lenin did for Marxism 
It 13 not the prerogative of politicians and political bosses 
to guide their followers along onbeaten tracks and expert 
ment with great ideas It needs the courage of convio 
tiOQ of a prophet and the genius of a great builder 


Rf/erences 

1 Aurobmdo Ghosh 2. Vinoba Dhave 3 Richard n nrener 
IjOwdcr Milk 12 Richard B Gregg n ih.i il ^ 
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PROSPECTS OF DEMOCRACY IN INDIA 
Democr&cj meet its IFaterloom Asia 
—Cftesier Bowles 


(0 

a Dofqac experiment 

is trjmg to bring aboat nn economic reeolution 
nnd«r tbe auspices of pari amenUr^ institutions This 
experiment bos no parallel id tho historj of minkind , it 
lijs aerer been dooo boforo America did not do It , 
Qreat Britain did not do it but as destiny would Imre 
It, It IS India s great opportunity If it succeeds In 
India democracy will be accepted unrcscrredly in Asm 
and Afnca If it fails in India it will also fail elsowhcre 

It was a momentous oct of faith when, ten yenrs ago 
Indians gaTo to themsclrcs a monumental constitution 
In which aro enshrined India e aspirations to realize tie 
iilgheat ealnes of freedom justice, and equality The 
Indian people have devoted tliemsclres whole ! cartcdly 
to tills noble task of ginog concrete shape to tl ese great 
principles 

India went to polls twice an I conducted elections on 
the bas s of universal sulTrago among the i>eopIe of whom 
a majonty are illiterate anti semi illiterate All — men 
and women untouchables and brahminv and at>orginea— 
participated In those elections with tlucrelhn They 
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brought down many a stalwart and created new 
precedents, each as the Gommunist success m Kerala 
In addition to this mass support, an efficient administra 
tioa and a devoted leadership has been exerting them 
selves to realize the same objective Consequently, under 
a stable government, the citizens enjoy considerable 
freedom to hold opinions, to organize themselves m 
groups and parties, and to criticize the government policy 
and administration freely The press in India enjoys 
considerable freedom and prestige 

During the last ten years many healthy democratic 
institutions and traditions inside and outside the parlia 
ment have been set up The checks which India’s 
attachment to law and democracy impose on the govern 
ment have been developed and are working affectively 
The courts for example, have held that government 
cannot prevent children of parents whose mother tongoe 
13 not English, from going to schools where English is the 
medium of instrnctioo They have held that the govern^ 
ment cannot take over the managemeDt of a badly 
managed concern without paying compensation for the 
management s loss and the ngbt to manage it that the 
government cannot legally create a road transport mono 
poly for Itself , that a State Government cannot prohibit 
the use of medicinal wine , that compensation for 
property token over must be at full market value ** In 
all these and many other instances, there has never 
been a case where the executive has defied the courts 
or has tried to impose its will regardless of the law* 
Thus the judiciary m India has established great tradi 
tioos of independence and impartiality as a protector of 
the fundamental rights 


The Government changes its pohey to satisfy the 
electorate For example, the Central Government did 
not like the ban on cow slaughter, bnt it allowed the 
states to do it, If the public opinion favoured it Thn 
Central Government lost revenues due to n 
hibiuon, but it did not slop the states from 
prohibition laws Indians havo shown faith™ a 
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cracy and democratic pnnciples So much bo that id the 
firy furnace of its passion for democracy many a violent 
and bloody creed has been smelted and transformed 
Even Communism in India had to bow to the democratic 
Will of the people The communists had to unlearn many 
of their revolutionary dogmas Tliey real aed that open 
class confiict may no longer be inevitable in India where 
revelation will not follow the text book pattern 
The commun sts had to do bard re think ng It is a 
triumph of demoertic forces ta Tnd a that for the first 
time a Communist Party formed a government based on 
electoral victory achieved through constitutional parha 
mentary democratic procedures — a contingency never 
anticipated by Marx Asia her tradition she seems to 
have auceeeded m tammg the tiear aD d~TimbfilK‘it'dauce 
-the luuia n way ' "• 


(«) 

(be vast irodooe 

Damoeratio values freedom tolerance and rational 
belief are a part of India s lotelleclual and moral equip* 
ment Even m the past India bad been practising 
democratic values m all the village commumt es The 
republics of Vaishal were democratic In rece it times 
the Congress and other political parties had been norkiug 
democratically for several years 

It was to continuity of tbis heritage that India 
ach cved so much in so short a time Any c.^untry can 
justly feel proud of jt Sat much remains to be dote 
The little done pales into nsignifica nce be for e_tbe vag i, 
undone' Success should not blind the vis on "ancPcTfog 
f^TpInp: ~ — 

But India has yet to infuse into this framework the soul 
of democracy Moreover new forces new inflnences its 
onn weeknesses and short comings wluch do not appear 
dangerous at present are secretly gatl ering momen 
turn (o over tl row the democratic structure India has 
bu It with such care and devotion The future of demo 
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cracy tviII rest upon Ind a a capacity to find out amtable 
ansners and checks to these weakness 

In India tl o challenge to democratic ideas comes 
from four qiarters communism, scientific technology, 
the economic backwardness and some of tl e weaknesses 
of democracy in India 


commooism 


The challenge of communism is a sp ritual challenge 
It 13 a new Christian heresy an 1 hie all other heresies 
it has power to move the hearts of people by holding out 
to them a great prom se of better life in a brief period 
As a form of government it is equally impressive Russia 
could convert a backward feudal country into a modern 
industrial power wiihm forty years No doubt commun- 
ism in India is undergoing changes but st II the forces 
of democracy in India ttiIH have to reckon with it 
India will have to give to the people a vis on an ideoh 
gy equally attractive and perhaps more p irposeful 
than communism It will have to hasten and introduce 
fundamental changes It will have to improve its ad 
minislritive efficiency if this revolution has to spare itself 
the fate of Koummgtan^ 

technology 


Though seemingly innocent technology la also 
a real challege Im proved meips of communication 
and transp ortatioo teni Tlo 8 trengtnen_roe'BtaI^_ _an j gtv tT 
It un precedented powers of coerc ion and pursu'oBion'^’Tf. 
gPdlT Q* promote econoSo a^ ijohtical Centrali^rmf ^ 

The actual proerss of maustnaliaaVion jnvolves iraposme 
restrictions and the curtailment of liberty At 
though Indians have faith in democracy vet Kerala has 
shown that if they were asked to choose between econo 
m 0 stagnation, combined with democratic nepotism and 
administrative inefficiency and communism tl ev ^ n 
choose to ahundon democracy Parliament donot 
nco nor cabinets construct works and irrigation projects 
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I India 13 a vast sprawling country—a sub continent 
I Democratic povemmens having to operate over Urge 
' areas, and hanng to deal with large numbers of people 
m a complicated society tends to be oligarchical in its 
operation— the rule of a few over tl e many Iis efiVc- 
tivencss depends upon the intellectual an I moral judg 
ment of the people, and the honesty, inlegntv, nsion, 
spirit of moderation and persereranco of the leaders at 
the top Therefore, decentral lation of political and eco. 
nomic power to peripheral onita is the only correctire 
against the concentration of power rendered possible by 
technological advancement India must address herself 
to this basic task, which is liable to get obscured 
by our need of a strong centre for the sake of economic 
planning and mdastrialization It will have to eroire a 
democratic pattern id which technology does not become, 
in tl e longran a determining factor in shaping the pohti 
cal jostitDtions 

There is poverty bow far and bow qnielh and 
effectively can India s democratic system promote 
economic and social welfare, upon this also resta the 
future of democracT in India In India the masses are 
impatient to cast off their degradation and lead a life of 
di^ity and prosperity 

its own weakuesses 

Democracy is not an iDsfitnlioa it 13 sot merely a 
form of government It is a way of life — a culture — in 
the widest possible sense of the term or a value which 
must inform every act of the indmdnal and the society 

A caste ridden and hierarchical social order lU goes 
wi*h a democratic govemment But the virus of caste 
m Ind a has corrupted ifa social life beyond repair 
Caste ism threatens to demolish the 8troDge«t bulwark 
of unity and democracy in India, namely, the Congress 
It has entered the administration the educational system 
the legislative assemblies, the hospitals and tie public 
services 
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CO operative tbinkiog 

Eternal vigilence is the price of liberty But m India 
this IS wanting * Democracy can function satisfactorily 
only if there is constant and increasing co operation bet 
ween the publio and the government It is only by 
co opcratiye thinking of thousands of people working 
through voluntary organizations, that ideas and policies 
aro formulated in a democratic state It is the wide 
spread existence of such organizations academic, volun 
tary, functional nt political sooial, and economical 
levels that provides the necessary back ground of ideas 
for a democratic government This co operative tLnkmg 
on essential issues is what provides both the framework 
of criticism and the machinery for independent thought 
Thus trade unions, chambere of commerce, research ms 
titutions, conferences are equally tho organs of demo 
cratio Btoto as are tho formal instititions like parliaments 
and legislative bodies ’ ’ Unless tho citizens of a state 
take continuous mtorosi m tho development of ideas and 
their popularization, democracy cannot function The 
duty of tho citizens does not atop with their voting at the 
elections In India this kind of co operative thmkmt? 
has not yet fully developed Still there is considerable 
amount of apathy and a tendency to allow matters to 

The situation is aggravated by tho fact that in thn 
name of welfare aotivitiee tho state is acquiring larc^ 
powers, and it is enlarging its ephoro of activities The^ 
fore this makes it all tho inoro necessary for tho 
people to be oxooptionally oaroful by showing awaren^ 
of the dangers inherent in such a situation 

the cult of pcrsooBlity 

Th_e^qj3iUendenoy-to_oiccB3l yo ado ration nt1 doififa 
tionj rthe leader s Tho strugglo ftr ihdopcndenco 
birth toa number of great leaders who, by sheer fo ° 
of personality, were ablo to ovoko tho loyalty of million^ 
of their countrymen But • democracy as a system m -- 
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mal tiiuea reqmrea dispersed leadership for its soccess ’ ’ 
Bat In India the politics are personahtj centred Hert 
worship — blind hero worship— which is a common pheno- 
mena — blnnts the edge of pnblic criticism and makes it 
uncritical and complacent It shonld be realised that 
in the ultimate anal^is, people themselves are the 
safe depositories of the rights of the people 

edocatioQ 

In India there is adult satTerAge But as her problems 
gets more t nd more complicated, the masses will find it 
difficult to exercise their ) idgment on vital and compli 
cated political issues India has not yet established a 
dyoamw aystem of cduestioa trbtch wiil aeere ber eoatt 
oaing needs Ac illiterate electorate is liable, to be 
exposed to demogogues, corroptioo nepotism, and to all 
sorts of mal practices Umversal sulTerage mast be 
followed bj nniversal cdocation Uobko India in U K 
the universal sulTerage followed uairersal education Tho 
educational reconstructioo must be undertaken with an 
ejo upon the pre*<.nt problems which should be understood 
in relation to tho needs of a society which is bound to 
grow complex with the passage of lime 

oppositloa parlies 

( There arc two aspects of the problem of opposition in 
jfndia firstly, the prevalent notion Hint democracy 
[cannot function without opposition, and secondly the 
Absence of an eO'ective opposition and the existence of a 
iiear one party role Every right-lhinking citizen feels 
strongly about the second but veiy few think in terms 
of questioning the parliamentary democracy bascil on 
pnrty*evslem The first issue U more Important than tho 
futile attempts, which have been made in Ihe past to 
cneourage the growth of opposition. Inside and outsile 
tie parliament It is beleveil that the opposition 

f reventa tho formation of monopolies In politics 
t Is said tiat it ensures a neutral and non jwlitical 
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provnils. Tho politician have picked up tho art of Iohb)» 
ing and jobbery ’ • No doubt that these conditions are 
no fault of democracy It is duo to the party system, 
which IS unsuitable for India, whore a majority of 
the population is ecmi Illiterate and illiterate In stead 
of educationing the people tho opposition generates 
forces of disruption, strcngtlieus fissiparons tendencies, 
and exposes the masses to a few clever parties who have 
learnt the art of self adrcrtisement Party politics 
creates confusion It la not conducive to tho calm 
thought and quiet delibimtion, which the fathers of 
democrttcy considered as a pro requisite of democracy 
Reason is the first casual ty in elections 

ext&tcnco of two parties or more than two 
parties in a country sbonld generally be reflective of the 
ideological cleavage or programmatic differences which 
exist in that particular country in regard tomssagiag the 
affairs of the society Ij. presumes that, at t he bo ttom, 
there are two or more than ttro_&aeicaiJr^iffereat_wara 
ofTtotn ^lhe lame thing" 

But m India these programmatic differences between 
parties are getting narrow^ down In fact, there is no 
such cleavage in India All the progressive parties, and 
even others, believe in socialism all of them stand for 
far reaching changes in e oaomic life and they accept 
planning as a technique of economic progress All the 
parties advocate these principles and tbe^ same pro- 
gramme in different garbs * 

Moreover, each party thinks that stmctural changes 
can only be brought aboat with the coercive powers of the 
state They think that their programmes cannot be 
fulfilled without poLtical power They are groups who 
are committed to the desire to impose structural changes 
from above Parties begin to strive for such power 

Naturally the self interest of each party goads it to 
emphasize the non essential differences and to exaggerate 
the acta of ommission and commission of the opponent 
parties They enter into a nasty compaign of mutual 
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recrimmatjon m wliicli the real jssuea remain obscured 
from the eyes of the masses Their programmes being 
almost identical, at the bottom, the electorate cannot 
decide mteUigently between the various shades of the 
same colour 

Therefore elections become a contest over triUes, and 
not on basic issues There is no passion for the ideal 
Party politics assnmea the form of a crude competition , 
a will to power, and nothing ehe Programmes are relega 
ted to the background Elections are fought on mass eenti 
ments, emotions and pa‘»s»ons centring round non- 
essential incidental questions Is this edncation of masses ? 
Does this kind of party system promote political 
awakening ^ 


Discussions m the parliament are noisy The parties 
ate sworn by profe'^ioo to oppose every move of the 
party m power, which m tom, is also sworn to refute 
them Parliament becomes an arena of professional 
wreatlers who pat np a show of fierce fight (a good 
example for the people) in the open sessions, but m the 
select committee they make love to each other and 
discuss and confer with utmost facility 


A further comparison of what happens m the open 
sessions of the parliament and what happens inside the 
select committees is very euggestive of the utter waste 
fulness and childishnesses of party system Every 
legislative assembly takes the help of a large number of 
committees m the business of law making The scrutiny 
of bills takes place in tbe'io committees The membership 
of the«e committees is not the privilege of the maionty 
paitv Members ot the opposition ore duly represented 
Xhere they ploy oTeryimportoot role There the born 
wdts ot parly, rrh.eh ore pot np in open debates, fall 
Mdeorh member eon go oheod «-,th full steom and iren 
dominate the committee There the opposition pUtoo 
very constrncllv-e role, irhicb 13 less publicized ^ 
Why this tiro set of ptocednres Vn.. 

cemmittces and shout « each other Jthe^pTn"", '.J 
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Dot a drama 1 It has been correctly said tliat parl/a 
mcnts are no more than grand debating societies 

The value of conGrtntt> or corporate decisions have 
become a generally accept^ practice of parliaments In 
case of legislation on the issues of national importance, 
the party in power etrires to seek the general support of 
the opposition in order to realne the widest measure of 
agreement On such occasions, the party approach is 
abandoned for all intents and purposes If the parties 
can come to terms on such vital Issues, then is it not a 
mockery of party politics that they should stage a drama 
in the parliament on much smaller and minor issues 

Moreover, party politics doea not suit the temper of 
the people of this country Our culture is svnthetic 
During the past this principle of synthesis (saman 
vaya) has found expression in India’s religions thought, 
10 Its philosophy, and even in the village panebayeta 
which operated on this principle People having these 
traditions cannot succeed in working out a party pattern 
of democracy or politics m which the rule of the game is 
*'80 soon as ever thou seest him, draw and as tbon 
drawest, swear horrible’ Moreover Indian society is 
divisive m nature In this country the Gssiparous 
tendencies of caste, religion provtociahsm, and Jingmsm 
are strong Party politics aggravate these divisions The 
experience of the general elections have shown that m 
many cages the parlies including the strongest party, 
have won elections by workmg up some of these differences 
and passions 

India should re consider the usefulness of the two 
party pattern of democracy It must evolve for itself 
a partylesB pattern of politics and democracy Repre- 
sentative democracy sbonid undergo considerable modi 
flcations One of the methods by which this can be realized 
13 to reorganize democracy in the form of a pyratnidical 
structure with organized committees of people at the 
ba«e. The committees will control the executive and 
legislative organs at higher level There will be a 
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systematic devolution of Junctions The committees will 
bo organs of power and schools of education of the people 
It would bo worth while consulonng the possibility of 
establishing a Panchayatrnj of Gandhi Ji s conception 
Partyless politics is a goal It cannot be realized 
immediately But India must strive towards it Perhaps 
that 13 her destiny There is nothing sacredotal about 
party system and let it bo our job to find a ne« variant 
of democracy and by doing so enncli the democratic 
tradition of the world 


J^f/ertHces 

\ Jr 4 Ibid 



SOCIAL PROGRESS THROUGH COMVrUNITV 
ACTION 

Our destination, Man. 

SK Dey 


<0 

decaying coromnnities 

*'Id tbc TTorM of today, tier© may i© tire© to fir© 
znilliOQ rural coramunitie© — local groaps posseasjoj' somo 
cohestreoesa and some common mstitutioQs ranging from 
nomadic tribes of Qft^ members upto densely settled 
agncuhural villages of sereral tiou&ind miabitaots 
Such groups comprise about eighty percent of the people 
of so-cniled economically less doceloped conntrie* The 
impact of tecbnologicaf economic, and social changes in 
the world has, by and large, not brought mnch beneht to 
these communities but has served rather to throw out 
of balance the traditional eubsistance economy of the 
village and to impair its sociaI and cultural integrity 
'these rural communities are subjected to overwhelming 
and disruptive pressures and attractions from within and 
without population increases pressing on inadequate 
and often deteriorating land resoorces , new demands for 
consumers goods and social benefits, stimulated by mass 
coinmunicatiou and the population movements that havo 
acroropamed two world wars , wider opportunities , it pro 
(lures poods for the market rather tlian for subeistance, 
or to raigrato to towns to work for wages The trad! 

IIS 
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tional family and community relationship tends to break 
under these pressures Hither these communities are 
being gradually sucked into the whirlpool of a speed crazy 
culture of highly acqui^^itivo, competitwe, and espan* 
Bionistic urban societies, or they are undergoing a process 
of reckless disintegration at ft scale unprecedented in 
human history The rural areas present a verv depressing 
spectacle of human misery and apathy They stand 
dc'erted, depopulated, and deprived of the best of brains 
and brawns, which after having been brought np in the 
bountifnlne*^ of the countryside, migrate to cities and 
towns— mo’’olenm3 of squalor, congestion, fonl air, and 
smoke 

This 13 not a happy development Civilization can 
only be maintained when people co*opernte m small 
manageable groups, which offer them the greatest scope 
for self expression and freedom 

In the highly atomized and deeply abenated mass 
societies in urban areas, there is little scope of this kind 
of face to face, intimate, spontaneous social participation 
As these small communities are very effective m securing 
that spoutaneoua human cooperation on a aide scale, 
therefore, it is absolutely necssary that these small 
communities should be saved from ultimate dissolution 

But this raises a second problem It should be 
recognised that i* is not possible to save these com 
mumties from the vitriolic touch of new economic forces 
It 13 also not possible to preserve them in their old form 
Their economic, social, and cultural life must go through 
a process of modernization to parallel the progress m 
urban commumtiea without losing their indigenous 
character 

In view of these considerations the nltimate goal, 
shonld be to create conditions which will hasten and* 
facilitate the evolution of these rural communities into 
progressive communities ra which the powerful influences 
of industrialization and urbanization do not dislocate their 
conditions of work, group solidarity, and family loyali 
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The governments of these less developed areas are 
faced with a great challenge from these decaying rural 
communities What is the solution for this highlv 
complex problem and how to accomplish this great 
task 1 

Surely, this task can not be accomplished by economic 
development and the expansion of government administer* 
ed social services alone Tncntieth century has offered 
many an ideological pattern on which people could work 
to realize these objectives But it has been found that 
m almost all instances, the freedom, dignity, ond self* 
reliance of the individual stands seriously restricted and 
compromised It remains yet to be found as to how 
progress— particularly eeonooiio progress and social 
progress— can be consistent with the freedom of spirit and 
independence of the individual While it will bo a folly 
to expect A person whoso back is bent down with a 
heavy burden of miseries, and whoso children are hungry 
to value freedom, it is also n negation of all that 
humsnitj has stood for, if individuals were to risk tho 
birth riglil of man for b few crumbs, a piece of cloth, and 
roof Should wc barter away the needs of soul for the 
nccrli of tho bo<Iy T Can wo promote social welfare by 
measures which will bo eonsUlent with the dignity of 
man t 

Everywhere free thinking an! freciloro loving people 
are exercising their intelligence to find a living answrr 
to ihls basic question 


(//) 

M deaoentlc pan»et» 

Comnunity dovrlopment Is the people’s democratle 
answer to this great problem of social disintegration and 
feconitruetion Community ilertlot rrent l« a 1 jg drni 
•'ll r~av Ixwome one of lie nost suniG'ant moTfnitnts 
of our time— likely lotranifonn In more wars th»o can 
DOW be real xe<l the economy an! social itrurture of 
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many countnea, particularly Asia by providing 
greater cnergv and enthusinsm than can be mobilized 
from any other source for the solution of the economic 
and social problems of the masses of the people"* 

‘ Commnnity development can be tenatively deQned as 
a process designed to create conditions of economic and 
social progro'^s for the whole of the commnmt> with its 
active participation and the fullest possible reliance upon 
the community’s initiattvc It implies the integration of 
two sets of forces making for human welfare neither of 
which can do the job alone 

(1) The opportunity and capacity for co operation, 
self help, ability to assimilate and adopt new 
ways of living that are latent m every bnman 
group , and, 

(2) the fund of tecUoiquea and tools )□ every social 

and economic field, drawn from world wide 
experience and now m a«e or available to national 
governments and ageocics ’ * Community de 
velopment aims at social progress through local 
action 

It IS a wide movement of people winch will carry the 
community forward to a point where it was maintaining 
its on n momentum of development largely from its own 
re^'oorces of knowledge, fund, leadership, and organization 
without intensive administrative aid 

All over the world there are big programmes of 
commumty development Iran, Pourteo Rico Jamaica, 
Ghana, Philippines have adopted this programme 

Even in the industrially developed societies this 
movement, in a modified form, is findmg considerable 
support The urban mass societies lack orgamo umty 

* They consist of atoms, little particles estranged from 
each other but held together by selfish interests and by 
the necessity to make use of each other The private 
dealings of the individuals are governed by principles of 
egotism each for himself aud God for us all The 
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individual is motivated by egotistical interest and not by 
solidarity with and love for his fellowmen Society is 
compnsed of separate sectors of life, not the social, 
nmveroal one which wil) embrace aJJ ’ * 

Por such atomized and alienated mass 'societies the 
approach of commnmty action la equally applicable 
But there la a difference In the case of urban societies 
the need is for re-constroctiog a socially signidcant 
gronp life But m case of the rural communities, 
the need is for presemng their commumty life with 
certam modifications. 


{/«) 

India 

Id India the Commnoity Development— ^two magio 
words— catch words of the moment mean different things 
to different people To the progressives it epitomizes the 
latent and the best, and perhaps, the last word ever 
spoken about social progress to the conservatives ' it is 
the shibboleth of give awayere , to the internationally 
conscious politicians they are a speciBl ehow window to 
impress the foreign dignitnnes visiting India , to the 
ministers it IS an opportonity to get photographed with 
a shovel and the basket m tbeir bands A modem 
Kamdbenn — the wish cow — wbicb gives work to the 
worker, light and confidence to the teeming millions 
pnblicity to the ministers, and votes to the congress and 
approbation to the government 

Bat what is the truth aboot community development 
in India Is it a flash in the pan I Will it stay or will it 
fold its tent like an Arab and steal away 

It IS not a flash in the pan Nowhere else has this 
concept found a deeper and wider application. In India, 
unlike many other countries, who bare accepted it as a 
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method of promoting social progress, it encompasses 
agriculture, nnlmal-busbandry, irrigation, co operation, 
public health, social education, communications, village 
industries panchajats and local self government 

Tho programme has its foundation in tho evolution of 
the Gandhian philosophy and conccptofhfe A number 
of voluntary projects of community development have 
been in exialenco in India for as long na thirty years. Tho 
multipurpose projects at Etawab and Tirka Development 
Scheme in Madras were the forenmners of tho nation* 
wide programme launched m 1952 

And since then it has been making rapid progress 
Already it covers a population of over lOO million spread 
out 10 nearly 200,000 out of 65S, 000 villages, and it has 
been designed to cover the country as a whole by 1060 
It has been said that tins programme Las been a great 
success, because tho physical targets have been realized 
m many respects But lU success does not he in the 
stacks of statistics that may be thrown up regarding 
the miles of road built, number of compost pits dug, 
tho number of school buildioge constructed, acres of 
land reclaimed, and the number of adult education cen* 
tres opened These physical targets represent an 
aggregate of activities undertaken But activity is no 
achievement The success of such programmes should 
be judged by the change they bring about in the mmds 
and hearts of men, women, children, and young people 
Community development is a process and not a ‘package* 
deal It should have broken the pathetic contentment 
of the people and should bare generated in them anew 
sense of urgency and dynamism Has it succeeded in 
narrowing down social distances I Has it created in 
the people a hunger for progress and a will to solve their 
own problem Answers to these questions, are the real 
mdcs of the success of the programme These are in* 
tangible factors which cannot admit of a statistical 
treatment But "one of the fundamental truths which 
has emerged out of India’s first Five Year Flan is that 
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Iho community projfcl programme lias prOTe^l to be 
an Ingenious method of helping the znaascs of porerty 
ridden villages of India gam new assurance m them 
Selves and their government in solving India's most 
pressing problem of disease, poverty, and ignorance 
The response, the participation the growing awakening 
of the village people to their problems and opportunities 
IS one of the outstanding and challenging developments 
of new India, and are of the most substantial reasons 
for confidence in the community and extension projects 
programmes as a concept and as an instrument for deve* 
loping tl e human resources of India s villsges ' i The 
response of the people has been both gratifying and 
frightening, * Prightening becan«e the government today 
IS unable to meet edlctlvely the newly created demands 
of Village people ’ * 


(/V) 

Tillage cullare 

These facts are sigmQcaot They show that the 
people m the rural areas are moving out of their inertia 
aud apathy Their hearts are a stir with a new hope Those 
human urges and aspirations which have for centuries 
remained almost frozen have been rendered fluid, the 
sap of these creative Urges has broken through the hard 
crust at the surface and with the mighty sweep of a 
river in flood, it is spreading out along the ieogth 
and breadth of the conntry side which has been 
quickened into new life with the song of the shramdans 
building new roads or the rythmic beats of the footsteps 
of hundreds of youDgmeo and women going to work, 
or the ham of the activity of building schools, or 
panch&yat ghars The Indian bamamty has come out 
into the open But what is their destination I '(ViU this 
new enthusiasm and passion be poured into the wells 
and tanks people dig out or the new fields which are 
reclaimed or into the mortar for the school buildiugs or 
in buying newer goods and eemces, or in learning newer 
and newer gadgets The^e things are, no doubt desirable, 
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but they cannot be considered aa tbo final objectives of 
such o mighty movement. Higher agricultural produc- 
tion, better medical facilities, more canals, electricity, 
improved viHago industries, better crops, better breeds 
of cattle are all better moans to better life. They ore 
not in themselves better life. Therefore, the community 
development movement can not rest contented with 
these achievements. It muat press on. It mast also 
help the people to convert these better means of living 
into better IivmBa keeping in view their emotional, spiri- 
tual and intellectual needs The community develop- 
ment in India should not be treated as a santa clause 
who will bring us gifts, candies and lollipops. The 
long range objective of this programme should be the 
development of total man and the mtegoration of this 
total man into liis social set up, which is the village. 

This briags us to a very important conclusion that the 
community development programme has two*fold objeo* 
tire. The short range objective is to improve the bring 
conditions of the villages, and to create a desire for better 
lile ; the long-range objective will be to Jay down firmly 
the foundations of a new significant village culture — a new 
pattern of life. 

In the second phase tbe community development 
programme has a mission — a high mission. The imme- 
diate success of the programme must be judged in 
relation to this long range objective Therefore, the 
programme should be organized by keeping in mind 
this long range objective. Those who are responsible 
for esccating these programmes must fully understand 
the long-term objectives of these programmes 

These programmes should be considered aa peoples* 
programme in which the government helps and not aa 
government programmes in which the peoples partici- 
pate. Therefore, the administrative aut up must be 
such that there is scope for aide-spread delegation of 
responsibility, and that tbe slafF meetings of the pro- 
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ject staff are connected more democratically The 
administratire procedarea most be rendered more 
flexible The people are on the move and the adnim s 
trative reforms should heep pace with these rapid 
changes 

A comprehensive programme for women has yet to 
begin Even where women workers have been engaged, 
they have not been able to make any noticeable im 
presaion on their own aex The fact remains however, 
that nnless the help of women id the village is enlisted 
there will be little change in village hfe Family is the 
social mechanism of transmission of ideas and values 
The long range objective of this programme should 
succeed m bringing about coltoral change, a change in 
the way of living This cannot be realized if the women 
who ocenpy a central or ke> position in the Indian 
homes are not fully convmced about the new values 
because m the float analysis, it is the women who have 
to put these ideas into practice * The standard of 
living IS the standard of home and therefore those who 
wish to see the standards raised must gam the 
confidence of the housewife and tram and educate 
her ’ 

The programme should place greater reliance on the 
youth — both men aud women There participation 
invigorates the development programme 

Finally, there is the need of associating non govern 
mental organizations with the community development 
programmes at local, national and international level 
Xbe Government must utilize the assets of voluntary 
efforts It should aosis* in the formation of new bodies 
in this field 

Social progress through community action is a very 
revolutionary programme It will change tt e face of 
India Iso other single endeavour undertaken by the 
Indian people has aroused such interest not only in un 
circles but also by the members of the bilateral and 
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•private groups, governmental nnd non governmental 
groups, m India and nliroad. Tins is a programme charged 
with a mis&ion, encompassing one seventh of thenorld 
population It loses its local character. It has grown 
instead, to bo a qntst for fundamcotals of life 


•no 
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Not only the wisdom of the centanes— also their 
tnadneea breaketh out on na Dangerous is it to 
he an heir 

—heitzsche 


0) 

the burden of the past 

The burden of the past— both good and evit— is over 
powering and sometimes euffocating It impinges npon 
the present and conditions It Out of the still depths of 
oblirion powerful influences emanate and quicken into 
life many a dormant human aspirations and nrges 
Numeroua Toices of silence nee out of the dark stretchea 
of the east hinterland of time, come ond speak to na in 
familiar accents, and whisper into our cara messages of 
by gone ages Old memories get revired and ancient 
traditions habits and enstoms re aE«ert their power The 
past toga at tho present It is diUjcuIt to resist its pulls— 
the claims of a hoary heritage nho«e firm roots roach 
ont into the dateless past Dtngerous it is to be an 
heir 

Cot It is equally Lard and rt'‘k\ to he unrelated, to be 
rootless, tradition less and imt I as — 1« hang in the mid. 
air belonging to nowhere The esaenco of the ancient 
experience and tho support of old traditions are of special 
raiue when wo are bring in an era ol mighty translorma 
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tion , aad wben change, which is the distingaishing 
charactemtio of onr age, la talcing place m all aspects of 
human life 

Daring the last half a centnry, India has also been 
Subjected to these forces and it has seen a remarlable 
revolution In the realm of ideas and in the realm of 
action These changes are so fundamental that one 
wonders wj ether the present has any relation to the 
past Have we burnt all the bn Iges between the past 
and present ^ Have w© embarked on an entirely new 
course 1 There are explosive ideas abroad We are 
witnesses to the great spectacle of many an ancient 
institution getting reduced to rabble and dust New 
forces are working at the foundations of India’s inner life. 
Old bondages and disciplines are threatened by new 
freedom The religious vnloes of hfe ore challenged bj 
agnostic secularism Democratic nleals, new economic 
forces, the western liberal tbought, and the new educa 
tion bare shaken the fa no of India’s social life 

The past and the present, the old and the new, the 
static and the djnamie — they co exist m India in a 
strange companionship India is at the cross roads It 
13 m a great dilemma How to build the present m the 
continuity of the past 1 Row to relate its heritage to 
the needs of present and that of the future * How to 
balance progress and stability * 

(«> 

Bat wbat 18 India’s bentsge f What is India? What is 
the essence of India ? These are difficult questions There 
are many India* India of yesterday, enveloped in the 
mist of centuries, appears rnystvfying, liazy, undeBned, 
and an amorphous phenomena of history India of today 
is equally Incomprehensible — but with a difference It fa 
liee— though formless and shapeless— seething with unrest 
and bubbling with energy India of unborn tomorrow, is a 
big qnestion mark 
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India !a an enigma onto htr own *ons and daughters 
It is a great puzzle bccnaso mnutncrnble forces and ideas 
have made India what it Is today 

geography 

Geography has played n rcry vital role in t!ie develop 
tnent of Ind an culture and in imparting to it Its typical 
characteristics The mighty mountain ranges in the 
northeast north and north west hare sen ed as a shield 
against the numerous stresses and strains to which tie 
Wind swept plains of control Asia were subj cted to by 
tl e mass movement of bordes of nandering tribes moving 
from one end of Asia to ther otl er India did not stand 
on that h gh way along which these caravans of nomadic 
people moved for centuries It stood away from these 
caravan routes and having been formed into a sort of 
pocket or poucl it lead a sheltered existence Out of 
the numerous ethinio stocks of people moving across As a 
SIX dist net races uith nine eub types and with their 
separate speeches belonging to five distinct speech 
fam ] es happened to drop into this pocket of Indian 
subcontinent and finding no way out of it got com 
m ngled m blood and culture to give rise to the people 
of India and to its character stic culture and civilization 

Unlike the early settlers in America these new races 
who fell into this pocket of a penninsula did not have 
to reckon with the rough climate the wild forests popu 
lated with ferocious animats and wild tribes Conse 
quently they did not develop & defensive civilization 
like that of the West Indians never thought that man 
and nature were iri cooSict with each other It never 
occured to them th^it the process of civilization is a pro 
cess of acquiring more and more power over nature 

Nature m this part of the world was bountiful nch 
and kind The fertile verderous plains the blue smilmg 
sky the luxuriant trop cal forests the rippling streams 
and the perennial rivers — these formed the bharat 
blioomi — the ever wil ng and ever obi gtng mother who 



OtrLTUftK OP INDIA 


125 


would answer to all the needs of her children. Life to 
Indian people did not appear as “nasty and brutish”. 
They did not think in terms of antagonisms, conflicts, 
and clashes. They never thought of life as a struggle 
for existence or a fight against nature. On the contrary, 
the Indian people approached nature in a mood of 
wonder, adoration, and devotion, m order to understand 
it and to be one with it. They sang to its praises, danced 
to its symphonies and shared its bounties. This gave 
to Inian culture its non-oggressive, non.violent, non- 
competitive and undefensive character Its technology, 
its art, its music, its social order, its festivals, its cere- 
monies, its prayers, its medical system and the mental 
attitude of its people — all these compenents of India 
culture assume the presence of this all-pervasive ultimate 
oneness that lies at the heart of things. 

Naturally, in its sequestered geographical position, in 
the bountifulness of nature and m the unhurried leisure, 
which such a state of social existence provides, the Indian 
people could ponder, reflect and deduce conclusions upon 
the ultimate problems of life end reality. The pressure 
and the passion of the moment hardly affected their 
calculations. Their vision never got stuck on minor or 
passing programmes of life. It never got itself involved 
with the spUntera or fragments of life and time. It 
encompassed the whole life It was all-inclusive, as 
vast as nature herself, nature as has been manifested 
in the Indian sub-continent. 

(<d) 

Indias heritage. 

The culture of India is extremely complex, in its roots 
and its implications, it is perhaps more complex than 
any other. It may be compared to a tropical forest. 
Yet it 13 not 80 haphazaard as a growth, to be free from 
the operation of any law or inner principle or to have 
failed to achieve any characteristic or note-worthy ex- 
pression of itself in ideology and practice. 
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samasraja 

Tfae key note of Indian eultnre ts ‘samanraya’ — 
ayntbesis— an attempt to combine the apparenUy dis 
connected or discordant fragments of hfe and experience 
into an essential nnity It is acceptance of unity in 
diversity or a harmony of contrasts, which finds expres 
Sion in India’s racial formulation, Indian philosophy, 
religion, in its world wide view of life and universe , 
and its reactions to foreign invaders and influence^ 

“Indian cnlture in its broadest connotation woold 
include all that has been achieved m the domain of 
thought and in the pursuit of the good life by the people 
of India as a whole or in groups, ever since the most 
important component elements of the Indian people (the 
Auetric, the Dravidian and the Aryan speaking groups) 
began to form in the upper Gangetie plains, a single 
people haviug a single Aryan speech and sharing the 
same tradition the same way of thoogbt, the same 
attitude and same life The culture that grew up in 
this way about the beginning of the first millenfiium B C 
(C 1000 B C ) took anotberfivo hundred yiars to be fullv 
characterized and a further five hundred years to expand 
from Ganga Valley to the whole of India At the begin 
mg of the Christian era or a few centuries earlier, w© have 
a pan Indian culture fully established It was 

not the creation of a single section of the Indian people 
It was not an Aryan culture imposed by a aupenor 
civilized white Aryans or Indo European speaking people 
upon backward or savage dark skinned, non Aryan 
obonginais It was in fact, the joint creation of the 
Aryan and the non Aryan elements contributetl bj 
nil were combined into on© single type , the eomblna 
tion in some cases being close and intimate as it were 
in chemical combination * For example the 

Aryans, who were a pastoral people worshipped the 
forces of nature and believed inelaborate ntuals and the 
Gtc-sacriGces They entne in contact with the peojile of 
Mahaiijodaro and Harranpa arihzation who worshipped 
images of many gods and goddess Each inQuenced tfae 
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other and the synthesis of the Aryan and pre Aryan 
people took place Neither of them could preserre its 
own identity * The pastorals Aryans who slowly con 
quered the indigenoua population assimilated their 
civil zation and Hinduism as we know it, was the 
outcome and this assimilation in which while the 

forms o! the conquerors pre dominated the thoughts and 
traditions of the conquered found new expression ^ 

Similirly Islam came to India at the closing cen 
tunes of the Bret millennium AD It enriched the Indian 
tradition by imparling to it its finer elements of mysti 
cism and some of its organizational aspects The result 
of this was Bhakti movement — a common platform of 
samts bhaktas and sadhos of Hindu India and the pirs 
darvishes and qslandars of Indian Islam 

The next great episode, destined to have far reaching 
effects on Indian history was the advent of £uropean 
powers as traders organizers and empire bnilders This 
process of interaction and synthesis did not begin until 
about the middle of the eighteenth century when the 
British sea power was able to defeat its European rivals 
lud an response through various reform movements took 
a systematic pattern and by the turn of the twentieth 
century it was on the offensive 

This procees of asiitmlation and synthesis bos also 
occurred m Indian metaphysical thought For example, 
in ancient Indian thought God is being analysed in 
symbols as well as in terms of hia quahtios One school 
of thought describes God os with attributes and the other 
Without them The later idea is very profound it 
is most difficult to grasp It is meant for yogis God is 
only to be understood But the concept of God with 
attributes has an appeal for tfao ordinary human beings 
Neither of these concepts coer competed to acquire sup. 
remacy The mono stic concept serves the needs of the 
more advanced people and the thcistic concept serves 
the purpose of the average man Various mythological 
traditions have absorbed these various strands of 
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thotjgbt and made them an inseparable part of Indian 
tradition 

Samanvaya — synthesis — is one of the most irapor 
tant causes of the longevity of Indian cnlture ‘ Some of 
the peoples ivho created parallel civilizations, like those 
of ancient Egypt and of the Middle East, made vay for 
different races who developed another culture But 
this civilization was neither de®troyed nor seriously 
changed by invasions or eilemal inSuences It merely 
gave ground here there to make room for them, as a 
mollusc makes room for foreign bodies Wherever it 
survived, it remained faithful to its own tradition * 

catholicity 

The Indian mind is all embracing Indian culture 
has room for all It admits that every point of view 
contains a gram of truth It is ever^readv to respect 
other man s point of new It is based on the recogm 
tion that truth is a gem of many facets We are Tike 
blind people trying to make out the form of an elephant 
By feeling each a different hmb they will be convinced 
that the elephant is like a pillar, or a suake or a bard 
eub®tance, or a wall or a brush with a flexible handle, 
according to ns they respectively touch its leg, or trunk 
or tusk, or body, or tail The Indian thought is tolerant 
of differences of opinion and creed within its own fold and 
even outside itself The method by which a man mokes 
spiritual progre^ is the best for him lie should not 
change it for another which tnav not look right to him 
nor please him nor be useful to him * 

On account of this catholicity which is very attractive 
aspect of Indian culture, the religious, the doctrinal and 
the philosophical differences have not been able to mar 
thccnllural life of the people, whalcrer their religion caste 
or race or linguistic divergences On the contrary it 
gave a sort of cultural unity to liKlia 

In ancient times there was coosiderablo give and take 
between the Greeks and the Indians India absorbed 
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the best cultural elements of Christianity and Islam It 
13 also in the process of absorbing the Western influences 
In the past, India did not adopt an aggressiro or a 
defensive attitude to external inUaences India’s response 
to cultural aggression of any kind has not been one of 
passionate indignation or a desire to fight back It 
allowed the aggression to exhaust itself It beat it by 
its own momentum It has always shown tolerance, 
willingness tn examine new ideas It has viewed all 
fanatical and intolerant creeds with a calm confidence 
and non resistance Consequently, the aggressors ended 
by getting absorbed m tho vostness of Indian humanity. 
Many a turbulent stream and mighty river come tumbling 
over the hills and plains and get lost m tho calm depths 
of the ocean. 


unity of life 

Indian thought ts saturated with a sense of unity of 
all life, which it considers is an expression of an unseen 
reality immanent and transcendental Therefore life is 
inter connected, it is a fine web of inter related elements— 
both tho animate and tho inatnmatc 

This realisation of epintual identity and inter- 
connectedness dissolves all antagonisms and conflicts, and 
engenders a feeling of fellowship, co operation, sympathy 
and goodwill, which from tho basis of India’s social life 
Unlike that of tho West, the pocicty was never conceived 
of ns an nggrcgito of antogonistio mterests oozopetmg with 
each other for advantage and supremacy On the con 
trary, It was considered to bo a grand collective effort— a 
CO operative movement — to help each individual realize 
his or her own self and his or her relation to the cosmos 
Therefore, India’s social structure was not acquisitive It 
was based on co-opcratioD ond group solidarity. Zafe, 
iu society, was not conceived as a struggle for success 
or struggle for existence Its purpose ivas not power or 
weaUh It was not a mad pursuit of blind self interest 
and self aggrandizement— the will to power 
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life ao oBering 

On the contrary, life has been called a ‘yajoa’ — an act 
of sacnfice — an offering — ^“yajaa* does not mean only 
performance of certain tites But it is a symbol of 
dedication of what belongs to one to the whole for the 
benefit of all beings — all creatores in the world, visible and 
invisible It implies that the society to which we belong 
and for the good of which we should make offerings 
includes everything Every man is expected to be on 
friendly terms with all beings around him Therefore, 
a scheme of fire kinds of ‘yajoas’ was worked ont Bavi 
Yajna, Btshi Yajna, Pitn Yajoa, Bhnta Yojna and 
Nn Yajna This conception of life os an offering and 
the awareness of the fact that the individual belongs to a 
wider fellowship provided to Indian social life a strong 
spiritnal and moral purpose The society does not 
require external controls to keep it in harmony and 
balance if the indmduals are motivated by the«e higher 
values It becomes self operating and self correcting 
mechanism in which ire can dispense with the umpire 
ship of the state The conflict between tbo individnal 
interest and the social purpose can only be reconciled at 
a moral plane by realizing that life is an act of dedication 
an offering a continuous process of giving away, and 
therefore, a series of duties 

The concept of rights of man is out of place in such a 
scheme of things It is irrelevant moreover the em 
pliasis on the concept of ngbt of individuals deepens the 
cleavage, which such a notion preEumea to be existing 
between the individnal and society ‘ What are rights t 
'Rights 13 simply a glonfieo word for our individnal and 
eelfish interests sublimated forms of our animals 
wants Why should we emphasize them, giorify them 
and plead for them * We are naturally prone to ossert 
them 1 Why should we add to their force by enlisting 
t! e power of will on their side If every one were to bo 
careful to perform his or her duties and were to bo willing 
to give othcre what he expects from them there would 
be no need of asserting rights Assertion of rights leads 
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to slrifo and tension,”* Therefore, the best way to 
remove this tension is to emphasize duties. As the state 
is an agency of recunciling individual interest and social 
interest, it is bound to become more and more cfieetlve 
when greater and greater emphasis is laid on the rights 
of individual. Cut if the emphasis is shifted from the 
concept of rights to that of duties, wo shall not require 
the controlling authority of the state to reconcile these 
conflicting claims. A social system based on the concept 
of duties 18 free from excessive statism. 

Therefore good and great men in society did not talk 
of rights, but oln-aya of duties. In Indian culture an 
attempt was made to discoarago tho notion of rights 
and to encourage a pattern of a free society based on 
duties. 


dharma 

This brings us to a very singnificant feature of Indian 
culture. Dharma l.e., duty was the basis of organization of 
ancient Indian society, India had no charter of tho 
rights of man. U had a charter of duties tcu command* 
ments, namely, patience and perseverance, forgiveness, 
control, abstinence from misappi-opriation of other's 
property, cleanliness of mind, body, and spirit, control of 
ideas and passion, reasonableness, mastery over anger, 
knowledge, and truthfulness. Their practice by the 
members of the society helped to creato a healthy social 
atmosphere. 

Social harmony depended upon the capacity of the 
mcmbeis of the society to live upto these commandments, 
t e. their adhcrance to dharma, to which all owed alle- 
giance and which was occepted by all as the directive 
principle of social action and social policy. Dharma was a 
nnifying link Mann defined it os dhriti, that which holds, 
supports, maintains, protects or keeps in balance and 
unity all the creatnres of the world. Dharma is a binding 
force. 

Indian social orgonization was based on dharma. 
Social relationship was formulated in terms of duties and 
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obligations A pervasive sense of dnty informs every 
important aspects of India*s social, individual, and cal 
tnral life Every act of an individual is an expression 
of his dharma — his inherent nature il/amiaes all Zns 
activities and imparts to them a nniqneness of its ovm. 

Varna vyavastha, the foor fold division of society w 
the pattern of four vocations, which the ancient Indian 
thought propagated, in the final analysis, implies the 
division of society on the basis of duties a person per 
formed as a brahmin, Lshatnya, vaishva and ehudra 
Its original purpose was not to divide society into c]a<^s, 
but to promote automatic social harmony by allocating 
to each individual, appropriate duties and functions which 
he can discharge according to bis capabilities The Itig 
Veda compared hrabmm to the head, Lahatriya to the 
hands vaisbya to abdomen and legs of the hnmas body 
to ehudra Just as the limbs of the body performed 
specific functions, similarly each of these groups served 
society by performing their respective duties Society 
tvas stable and happy, so long as each individual followed 
his dharma which held the society to cobension It was 
unfortunate that the ebaturvamys degenerated into a 
rigid, inQexible order at a later stage, when the hold of 
dharma on the minds of people got relaxed 

Similarly, the ancient Indieo seers determined the 
functions, the disciplines, the daties, and the places m 
society of the individual at each stage of life. The ashram 
dharma was a phased programme of the life of an 
ludividnal, with a new to equipping him and training him 
to realize the highest purpose of life, which was conceived 
os a process of gradual soul evolution 

“By instituting this foor fold division of life, the 
Indian thought recognized that the normal life of man 
has to bo passed through with conscientious endeavour 
to fulfill Ins purpose , ita powera must be developed with 
knowledge , its forms most be perused, interpreted and 
fathomed , its values must be worked out, possessed and 
lived , ita cojoymenta most be fully taken on their own 
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level This belicrin a gradual soul evolution 

is the pivot of tho Indian conception of existence. It 

gives to our life tho figure of an ascent in spirals 

Tho gron-th of lifo has stages through which it mast 
pass.”’’ 

Thus tho process of living was considered as a purposive, 
upward movement of spirit. Individuals passed through a 
number of phases of life which fiowed out like a river, un> 
interrupted. But at every stage there were certaiu debts to 
pay, certain sacrifices to make and certain disciplines of 
mind to bo developed. “There was the period of student- 
ship. The student hfo was framed to lay tho ground work of 
nhat tho man had to know, do and be. It gave a tborough 
training in tho necessary arts, sciences, branches of know- 
ledge, but it was still insistent on tho discipline of tho 
ethical nature and the man was prepared for tho great 
objeetof life— arth, kam, dbarma, moksba. Entering into 
the householder stage to live out bis knowledge, he was able 
to servo there tho three firet human objects , bo satisfied 
his natural being and its interests and desire to take tho 
joy of Jife, bo paid his debt to the society and its demands, 
and by the way he discharged bis life functions he pro- 

E ared himself for the last greatest purpose of bis existence. 

a the third stage ho retired to the forest and worked 
ont in a certain seclusion the truth of bis spirit. Ho 
lived in a broad freedom from the stricter social bonds ; 
but if he so willed, gathenog the young around him or 
receiving the inquirer and seeker, he could leave his 
knon ledge to tho new rising generation as an educator or 
a spiritual teacher. In the last stage of life, he was freo 
to throw off every remaining tie and to wander over the 
world in an extreme spiritual detachment from all the 
forms of social life, satisfying only tho barest necessities, 
communing with the universal spirit, making bis soul 
ready for eternity. This profoundly conceived cycle 
gave a scheme which kept the full course of the human 
spirit in its view ; it could be taken advantage of by all 
according to their actual growth and in its fullness by 
those who were sufficiently developed in their present 
birth to complete the circle.® 
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The motive behind this four fold division of society 
and foar fold division of life IS clear The well being of 
the mdividnal, to enable the mdividaa! to achieve self 
realization and his highest good Society worked sincere 
ly towards this end 


concept of man 

Indian cnitnre accorded highest dignity to man 
' Man m the Indian idea 13 a spirit veiled in the works 
of energy, moving towards self discovery, capable of 
Gon head— —he is a divinity and an eternal existence 
He has the spiritual capacity to pass to a supreme and 

extra ordinary pitch of manhood he can become free 

p®rfected, eemi dmoe roan, mnkta siddba but he cad 

do more — —his spirit can become one with God ’ * Man 
has the capacity to exceed himself He is macrocosm as 
well as microcosm He is more than a "reaction mass *’ He 
is the centre of a circle whose circnmference is no rhere 
Hia dimensions are infinite Therefore to Imotr nature is to 
know man Man cannot be known thoroughly if we do not 
consider bis state of consciousness under nil types of 
experience— waking, dream, deep sleep, and Bamadhi— 
which must be synthesized in order to have a complete 
understanding of man 

While Indian thought places such great trust in the 
divine possibilities of man, it is also aware of hi3 
an>ideal tendencies It knew the downward moving 
tendencies of man Therefore, the Indian culture 
evolved a firm pattern which will take cognisance of 
both these tendencies It was realized that os society 
IS a necessary framework for man 0 growth, it was cssen 
tial to evolve a social order, which will serve man’s need 
for self development and 10 making him realize his highest 
ideals "Indian cultnre seized upon a double ideal, for 
its own guidance which it throw into a basic system of 
tho individual life In the social frame — this was four 
varnas and four asbramas At every stage of existence 
the Individual growth was brought in relation to social 
needs Tlie In lividoal interest was not at cross purposes 
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with his social environment. The process of individnal 
growth enriched social hfo, and the social pattern in turn, 
helped individual advancement. In fact, the entire 
society was so organized that it helped the individual in 
attaining the highest objectives. It was only in such a 
harmonious set up, based on dbarma, an individual could 
realize his noblest spiritual aspiration. 

“Dharma at once religious law of action and deepest 

law of our nature, is not, a creed, a cult, it is 

tho right law Of functioning onr life, in all its parts 

Everything, indeed, has his drama The 

role which this concept of dharma played in shaping 
Indian life is very significant. The system of Indian 
culture at once iadutged and controlled man’s nature ; it 

fitted him for bis social role it stamped on his mind 

tho generous ideal of an accomplished humanity, refined, 
harmonized in all his capacities, enrolled in all its members 

familiarized him with the conception of spiritnal 

existence and sowed in him a hunger for the divine and 
infinite.” It inspired man with a great idea— on upward* 
looking tendency— and made him realize his inherent 
greatness. Bharma was a supreme binding force of 
Indian society — it was an inspiratioo also. 

In this way Indian civilization became rich and 
mature. It was all inclusive, integrated and broad 
based. It lived m ample freedom and vigour. It dis* 
covered the secrets of external nature and discovered 
the boundless truths of inner being. It realized the self 
and conquered the world. 

But gradually, its pristine plasticity began to get 
hardened, intuition waned and intellect became 
dominant, greater stress came to be laid on scientific 
system, exactness, and order. Society became more 
artificial and complex, less free and noble. It became 
mere fainderance than a field for tho growth of man’s 
spiritual faculty. Artha and bama were developed at 
the cost of dharma. 
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{tv) 

the present 

TK on the verge of tremendons possibilities 

e night mare lah espenences of slaveir, sabjngation, 
igimranee, confnsion and inertia have ended We ore 
M nrdemng the load of ngly accreertions, the rest and 
of centuries India is once ogam regaining her lost 
onfidence and faith Millions and millions of her child 
ren are waking op with a powerful urge to lead a life of 
gnitj and sign i£cance Indian civilization is re-ansmg 
o make good the loss ahe has snffered daring the past 
ten centoriee 


Bnt how will India boild the fulnre I The ravages of 
tTOe have greatly affected her eonl Can India Jive in 
the continnitj of her past * Can it disengage and preaerre 
the apuit of its cultore to give the present new and 
powerfol thought significance, culture values new instro 
mentation and greater figures t India will have to find 
Its true lines It will have to find m itself the aspiration 
and inspiration, the fire and the force to conceive them 
and execute them 

It 13 going to be a bard, long process of re-discovery. 
It is a very complex problem of re integeration of the 
past and the present Man> of lodias cultural ideas 
and social forms have lost their ancient spirit orsigni 
iicance Many of our ancient ideas ore mere fictions Unt 
some, even if good in themselves in their own times are 
no longer solficieDt for our growth India will bare 
to discover new dynamio troths and park them within 
the limited truth of the past ideal “On our past and 
present ideals wo have to tom the searchlight of the 
spirit and see whether they bare not to bo surpassed 
*^^**^^ brought into consonance with new wider 
ideals All we do or create most bo consistent with the 
abiding spirit of India, but framed to fit into a greater 
harmonised rhythm and plastic to the call of a more 
lummous futnre If faith in ourselves and fidelity to 
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the spirit of our culture are the first requisites of a 
continued and vigorona lUe, a recognition of greater 
possibilities IS a condition not less indispensable There 
cannot be a healthy and victorious survival if we make 
of the past a fetish instead of an inspiring impulse ’ 
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If we have not the imagination and conrage to 
work for world peace and unity, it Will bo effected 
violently throngh the demoniac agents of divine 
justice —Radi akushnan 


(0 

(be crisis 

Wo live m times of crisis The crisis Ina avumed 
soch a deep grey aspect that some of us have begun to 
feel that the great darkne*s will descend upon this planet 
any time and this civdizatioo also will slip into oblivion 
like many others that have gone before it Are wc reall> 
living in the winter ph3«o of ciTiliution t come 

down like a bouse of cards with a crash ! 

Iso, when a civilization IS in crista it does not ncces 
snrily mean that the bowling bnrbariana from without 
have threatened to sweep it out of existence, but because 
the forces of unreason violence and barbarism have 
sprang from within the dark depths of its own being 
Crisis 13 not a point of crosh at which buildings begin to 
topple over and human beings begin to drop like leaves 
falling from the trees in autumn 

Civilization grows in the minds of people ond it filN 
there, «1 enever it does It is a moremrnt of fp nt Its 
fall IS as undramattc as its rise The cn«is in the civil! 
zation la an experience which every one wlo bejonpi to 
it undergoes in the form of epintnn! Imecuritv, die! ar 
mon> , and instabilitv which exists in tl e rollevlire mind 
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of tlio ctvilization A civilization is in crisis when it fails 
to livo upto its own standards and infact, commits 
violent brecchei in followmjt them , when its own children 
start questioning Ua vahditj and basis , when it dove 
lops certain inner contradictions , when its constituent 
elements are not in harmony and m step with each 
other and n hen, on account of the loss of sensitivity and 
inventiveness It cannot find correct answers to its prob- 
lems which ariso again and again os a result of inadequate 
response 

For instance, m our times, roan who had won his 
freedom from religious and secular tyranny of ancient 
times IS now afraid of his new freedom Man who start 
ed building machines to serve bis pnrpo'^o now seems to 
have become subserneot to waciaao When mao seems 
to havo reached the begiomog of a rich and bappy 
Imman era, hois feeling terribly insecure, and is highly 
fear stricken Slodera man by sparing bimself the drud* 
gcr; of the past is cujoying more leisure But he does 
know how to use it Oar mechanical facilities have 
swollen the out put, which we burn in secret in order to 
keep the prices stable, altbougb there is starvation and 
poverty in many countries — a paradox of ‘ poverty of 
over production' or ‘'starvation in the midst of plenty ’ 
We talk of peace but continue to spend a major part of 
our budget on preparation for war In this ago of 
human rights and jastice totalitarianism in mamfeat 
or unmanifest form exists everywhere In 
this ago of reason the forces of insanity are on the 
ascendency and schiziophroid tendencies have got the 
better part of the mind of Ibis mighty civilization Its 
jiarts ore at war with each other and against its whole 
mmd and soul Fierce interncine conflict is raging 
within it Supported by their respective allies the forces 
of violence, enslavement, tribalism, annihilation and 
insanity are pitched against the forces of pence, freedom, 
univer«alism, creativcnesa and sanity in active hostility 
It 19 n divided world split between different loyalties, 
rent with divisions and d^^nsions, conflicts and contra 
dictions. 
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(«) 

insanitf vs. sanity 

In tiis age of progress, liberal traditions, and reason, 
and high ciTilization the voices of insanity are becoming 
louder and louder. Civilization appears to be sufTering 
from “collective neuroses”, finding violent expression in 
periodic ont*bnrsta of destructiveness and paranoid suspi- 
cion. During the last century Ibis civilization has found 
out unique methods of political and economic organization 
with a view to promoting banian welfare. Never in tbe 
history of the world has there been such a passion to im- 
prove, preserve, and respect Lfe and the individual at such 
a nide scale and to snch a great extent as wo have seen 
in this civilization. Cut the same civilization has killed 
oif millions of our population in an arrangement which 
Is called “war". We have seen three major wars— 1870, 
1014, 1039 m eighty years, oot to speak of many smaller 
ones. And today wo arc ready for a bigger war ^ bleb 
wonid, if it comes, surpass all previous records. And 
tbe beauty of this situation is that all these wars were 
fought to end war ; all these wars were fought for free- 
dom and similar high ideals ; end all those who partici- 
pated in these wars were fighting for honour and on 
behalf of God. Is it not iosaoity that moss-murder 
should bo committed with such uobie intentions and that 
war bo made the vehicle of spreading and serving great 
human ideals 

Apart from those occasional outbursts, and the 
murderous instincts having tbe better part of the mind 
of statesmen and people of tbe world, tbe incidenco of 
individual insanity in Western culture, which Is the 
most dominant culture of our times, is alarming. Tito 
improved methods of public bealth have helped nian to 
control smallpox, cholera, plague, malaria, typhoid, and 
tuberculosis etc., which took • heavy toll of human life. 
Dut the incidence of mentsl illness in US.A, UK, and other 
European countries show a censiderahle increase. In- 
sanity Is lodged in healthy bodies. 
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It is a fact that moro than half of all hospital beds in 

tho United States aroused for mental patients 17.7 

per cent of all rejection of draftees in tho last war were 
for reasons of mental illness and this fact certainly 
bespeaks a high degree of mental distnrbnnce.* 

Similarly, tho rate of homocido, suicide and alcolio> 
lism is also an indication of the state of mental health 
of this civilization. They are indicative of emotional 
and mental instability. Tho poorest countries have lowest 
incidence of suicide, uat tho increasing material prosperity 
in Europe was accompanied by increasing number of 
suicides. Denmark, Switzerland, Sweden, and the U.S.A. 
have tho highest rates of suicide, whilo Ireland, Italy, 
Spain have the lowest. Tho same is also truo of 
the figures for alcoholism. It, therefore, appears that 
tho most prosperous, the most peaceful, and the most 
democratic of countries show the most severe symptoms 
of mental disturbaoco.* In tho light of this data, it is 
not un*rca8onab1e or improbable if some of us start 
losing faith in the basis of modern civilization which is 
BO proud of her material prosperity and scientific achieve* 
ments, and a civilization m which their is no dearth of 
knowledge ond which is heir to the entire wisdom of 
ages gone by. The civilized society is sick. It has 
become neurotic under the pressure of civilizing trends. 
The world’s mind is divided. 

(Hi) 

communism rs. capitalism 

Two great social collosi have grown up, each afraid of 
the other, but both havo succeeded in capturing the 
minds of people in dlOerent parts of the world. This has 
created a deep rift in the modern world and has been ins* 
trumental in retardiog man's march towards unification. 
There la tension. There Is enspicion. There is fear. 
Men's minds are haunted with the fear of war for which 
nations are preparing themselves secretly. Defensive 
elliancca are made in the conferences and newer 
weapons of war are made in the factories. The camp 
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folloffcrB of encfi of these Idcnlo^lrs Indoffj*' Jn shnmelesi 
VJltipcrntions nml calumny ARfimst tl eir opponents Tlio 
cirilized ^\or](! Btnn<l8 ilirided and seems to ho bent 
upon widening thc«o differences 

* Tliero Is today n decisiro differeneo hclwcen the two 
systems In the Western world there is freedom to 
cTjifcss ideas critical of the existing fl^stem In tlio 
Soviet world critliism and expression of different ideas is 
euppres«cd by brutal force lienee, the Uestern world 
carries within Itself the possibility for peaceful progrcs‘«ivo 
transformation, wliilo m the Soviet world such possibih 
tics arc almost non existent , in the Western world the 
life of the individual is free from tho terror of imprison- 
ment torture or death, which confront any member of 
the Soviet society who has not become a well functioning 
antomalon Indeed, life In tho Western world has been, 
and IS even now sotoetimes as rich and joyous ns It has 
ever been anywhere in human history , hfo in llio Soviet 
system can never bo joyous ns indeed it can never bo 
wboro tho ozeoutioccr watches behind the door ’ * 

It has not yet been real zed that this division of tho 
world, on the basis of these political ond social ideals is 
unreal If at all, it exists, it exists in the minds of tho 
fanatical adherents These two modes of social organi 
zations have identical consequences In reality, they 
have more points of similarity than divergences Capi 
talism and Communism are cousins, progenies of tho 
common materialistic Chnstian civilization of tho West 
Therefore, without ignoriog the tremendous differ 
ences between free Capitalism and authoritarian Com 
mumsm today, it is short sighted not tt> see tho sum 
lanties especially as they will develop lA the future 
Both systems are based on industnahzation, their goal 
IS ever mcreasing economic e£5ciency and wealth They 
are societies run by a managerial class and by pro- 
fessional politicians They both are thoroughly mate 
nahstic in their outlook, regardless of Christian ideology 
in the West and secular mcssionism m the East They 
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orpnnizo mnn in n ccntrntizcd system, in largo factories, 
political ma«8 iwrties. Krerybody is n cog in llio 
machine, and lias to function smoothly. In tho West, 
this is achieved hy a mctho<I of psychological condition* 
ing, mass suggestion, monetary rewards. In tho East 
by all this, plus tho use of terror. It is to ho nssnmcd 
tljat tho wore tho Soviet sj'stom develops cconomiealiy, 
tho less severely will it have to exploit tho majority of 
tho population, henco tho more can terror bo roplacD<l 
hy methods of psychological manipulation. Tho West 
develops rapidly in tho direction of ITuxlcy’s "Bravo 
New World" tlio East Is today Orwell's ‘‘I0S4''. But 
both Bjslema tend to converge.”* The world can he 
spared of many complications, if these similarities arc 
fully grasped by tho people of tho world. They will 
turn away from thus futile controversy and tho mad 
race for supremacy and taho to moro constructive and 
ere ntivo tasks of co-operation and humanism. 

{Iv) 

nationalism vs. coiTcrsalism 

Quicker and more eOectivo means of communication 
have converted the world into a small continent, in fact, 
A pmall vjllagc. The radio, the super-sonic planes, the 
wireless, etc. have broken tho barriers and barricades 
that existed in ancient times between people living in 
various parts of the world Techniques have, as it were, 
abridged tho seas and melted tho mountains. The idea 
of one world— the one-uesa of the human family which 
onco was a philosophical conception and a deeply felt 
religious truth, has become a reality— a pliysical 
reality. And just at a time when it needed tho nniver* 
saliam of Confucius, St. Paul, and Buddha, civilization 
is taming to the worship of tribal gods of nationalism 
and jingoism. The quicker means of communication 
make no sense if man bos not realized tho brotherhood 
of man by rising above his sense of racial superiority 
and national egotism. The logic of technics in modern 
times is towards creating larger ond longer units of 
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tiURinn eoclfty , thpj tiare bceomfl global Hat tbe 
fpligiona Qinl cultural outlook tcnfla to bo iwrocbial 
An lliere la n cnnatant culture lag between nian and 
the machine, the mind oreltllizalion Is tom by a aenons 
conflict the conflict between nationalism and unisTraahsm 

Tlio world 18 Inter dependent economically National 
iclf auflicicncy In this ephero Is unlmacmable, at least 
for the next few decades The less dercloped countries 
need the continued assistance of Industrially advanced 
countries In respect of technical know how, indnatnal 
capital and oven financial assistance Ou the other 
hand, the industrially adranred countries need the 
continued collaboration of the leas developed conntrics, 
for the raw material particularly, mineral resources 
But political conflicts are Interfering with the economio 
collaboration The forces that tend to promote econo 
mio inter dopendeneo are in conflict with forces that 
promote political dissensions 

In order to facilitate mutually beneficial economio 
CO operation at a global level it is necessary to evolve a 
suitable global arrangement for promoting equally har> 
monious political relations betireen tbe nations 

And tbc thoughtful people of tbe world are busy 
finding a proper mechanism which will eleminate this 
coofiict between tbe economio needs of the one world 
and the political tensions of tbe divided world To some 
extent their efforts hare borne fruits There is no deny 
ing tbe fact that the forces of unification ere trying to 
assert themselves in order to counter act the forces of 
disruption Heroic efforts ore being made to strengthen 
tbe trend towards consolidation The United Nations 
and its specialized agencies tbe process of unification 
of Europe the unprecedented co operation between 
nations to promote mutual welfare and understanding, tbe 
freer flow of ideas and people from one country to tbe 
other — all these are very bopeful signs which should fill 
our hearts with hope and it should be our endeavour to 
strengthen them with all our resources 
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llio Unit«lNntjons lann Wea— a poworful idea Aa 
an instrument for raaintaming peace, and particularly 
ita roll m checking war, the United Nations has proved 
to be a great success in many cases If the unbecoming 
aggression of Suez cndcfl quickly, it was because of 
the public opinion which the UN bad built against 
war during the last ten years The peace-loving people 
of the world reacted with horror and anger at this 
aggression Franco and Britain were hooted back out 
of Egypt by world opinion 

Sometimes wo criticizo the United Nations for hav- 
ing become an arena of power politics It may bo true 
to some extent Bat whether It is good, bad or 
indifferent, the United Nations is humanity’s lost hope 
Wo must work to preservo ibis light, otherwise dark- 
ness and chaos aro bound to descend and envelope our 
world 

Similarly, the umneation of Europe is a great event 
of our times Economic necessity, political chaos and 
fear of war aro responsible for this trend and if this 
process Gnds its consummation m European unity, the 
forces of sanity and unity would have won averystra 
tegic point against the forces of disruption and doatruc 
tion now prevailing in the world 

Civilization is subjected to two opposing Impulses, 
namely, tho impulse of division, dissension and disunity, 
and tho human impnlso of nnity and co operation 

A world order is n necessity Parochial national 
afEhationa must yield place to global loyalties National 
liberty is a threat to the emerging world order, which, 
if It is to snoceed, mast be foundra on the principles of 
equality and democracy This order, m the long run, 
would take the form of the world government — n feder 
ation of sovereign independent nations in which the 
social aspect of nationalism which pertains to the sense of 
QDity created cither by common traditions of history or 
by common religions, lingnistio, geographical and economic 
bonds may remain in tact It is difficult to abandon 
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tills aspect of nationalism — how can wo jump oat of oar 
sl^n ? The moral Tahditj of social aspect of national- 
ism IS justified It IS natural and a necessary form 
constituting an intermediafo stage between the mdmdual 
and mankind But it would be essential for the nations 
to agree to part with the political aspect of nationalism 
— the national fiorereigoity of the nation mil be merged 
in the world state 

Progress means enlargement— enlargement ofoor 
vision, enlargement of one aympathies, and enlargement 
of onr relationship® The progre*s of onr eirilization 
depends npon this capacity for ezpandjnz onr vision and 
relationships. It is a lesson of history that myopia and 
narrow minded ness lead a nation to its doom History 
is replete with oumerous lostanoes of cirilizations which 
have gone to seed because they had lost (be capacity 
for enlargement We of this age must take note of this 
fact and work toivards the establishment of world order 
Xet ns not fight for oor country I^t os fight for 
cinhzatioo 

"Mankind is meant to be a unit Men are not 
separate like so many grams of sand We are organical- 
ly bound into a living unity Nations are forms of 
collective life which Shape the fiow at human history : 
but there is nothing ultimate in them We are now 
in a period of the unity of civilization onr crimes are 
domestic tragedies and onr wars civil wars 

The problem of living eanely, peacefully and unitedly 
requires the will for peace, and renunctation of our old 
patterns of thought and action A new generation 
requires to be trained in these realities of nnirersslism, 
and the brotherhood of manLind Humanity will have 
to make a special effort to rid itself of its existing divi 
Eions and dissensions and they should understand that the 
world which was basically lodivisble is now pressing to 
become indivisible in fact If we donot develop the 
spiritual acumen to face this challenge a terrible disaster 



ON AUTOMATION AND AUTOAUTONS 
Work ia worahip 
(0 

aotomatioo 

The age of miracles hoe not ended. The mirselea and 
mysteries of magio aad religion have yielded piaoo 
to neir ones. Here is n receotlj’ knorm mechasiesl 
irooder— aotomation—a machine irhich ^orks ioachiao> 
a machine which works like men. 

Antomatioa is, in a sense, an extenBion of the principle 
of mechanization which took birth two countries ago at 
the time of Industrial Berolutioo AJecfaanizatioo means 
the deTcloptnent of machine to replace human labour. 
Bab automation means the derelopmeot of mBchuies to 
control other machines. Automation inrolves the remote 
control methods to measure changes in processes and to 
provide correctives. 

''Automation must be taken to mean, in relation to 
xoanufactaring indastry, the organization of productive 
processes, including the transfer of work in progress 
from one process to another, by methods which eiemmato 
both pbyeical handling of the goods and physical opera* 
tioQ of the machines used^excepb when something goes 
wrong.”^ 

Automation is the third phase in the progress of the 
process of industrialization m modem times ; the first 
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which will smash our rigitlitica and paraljso our generous 
impulses is bound to occur. 

Mauls helpless before tho social and oconomlo forces 
ho has created for bimsolf. Ho must create a society 
"which conSrtned with tho needs of man, needs which 
aro rooted in the very conditions of hts cxistenco. A 
society in which man relates to man lovingly, in 
w bleb he is rooted in bonds of brothcrlincss and solidarity 
rather than in tho tics of blood and sod ; a society which 
gives him tho possibilities of transcending nature by 
creating rather than by destroying.. 
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ON AUTOMATION AND AUTOMATONS 
VTorl^ u worship 
(0 

aatomaiioa 

The age of curacies has not ecdcd The nurscles and 
mjstcnes of magio and religioa hare yielded ptaco 
to neir 00^3 Here is a receoUy hsoTrs oechaaicst 
irocder— *aotooiatioa*~« macbme which worhs mscbine, 
a xaachme which works like men 

Actocaation is, m a seose, on exteosion of the principle 
of mecbsiuzatiOD which took birth two conntMes ago at 
the time of Zndastriai Berolatioo ATecbaaizatioa zneaos 
the derelopment of machine to replace hnman labour. 
Sut automation means the development of machines to 
control other machines Aotomation involves the remote 
control methods to measure changes m processes and to 
provide correctives 

"Automation most be taken to mean, in relation to 
xnanufactoring indostry, the oiganuatioo of productiro 
processes, including the transfer of work in progress 
from one process to another, bj methods which eienuoato 
both physical handling of the goods and physical opera-> 
tion of the machines need — except when something goes 
wrong 

Automation is the third phase in the progress of the 
process of industmlization in modern tunes , the first 
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tiavo been broken Tbo worker mil sit on his job liko a 
superior automaton matching helplessly tbo gigantic 
niaclunes work inexorably. 

Automation has a few other advantages It might 
solve the problem of tho employment of elderly and aged 
people This IS very important problem of tho advanced 
countries in uliich improved health facilities bavo 
increased tho expectancy of life And oven if, it releases 
working force m industry, tho displaced labour force 
can bo moro gainfully employed m medical and edu- 
cational services and other specialist activities which are 
bound to mcrcaso m future duo to the rising standards of 

(hi) 

other {mphcatiODs 

Every revolutionary technological advance requires 
correspondiug social re^adjustmeot It needs certain 
social correctives Automation being a revolution in 
production tochuiquea will also create social problems and 
oven problems of political ra adjustment For example, 
we know that automation need a very high level of 
capital investment This is difficult for all those 
countries who spend largo sums on defence Governments 
m trying ‘ to meet the deGcit m the balance of payments, 
are attempting to cut down investment and are thus 
making It difficult for automation to spread as far and 
03 fast”* They are faced with a dilemma If they do 
not automate, their competitive power in the world 
market stands endangered But if they do, they will 
have either to cut down defence expenditure or cut down 
consumption of the working classes Government in 
modern times cannot afibrd to do this without incurring 
tho serious displeasure of tho workers The only alter 
native left is to reduce expenditure on defence, which in 
turn 13 very closely connected with the foreign policy of 
a country and general political climate of the world. 
Automation demands a diHerent kind of fore gn policy — a 
policy which docs not believe m armament It needs an 
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circumstances, it trill not uiToive nnemployment in the 
long ran, because the surplus or Che redimdonC labour 
displaced m automated industries will be absorbed in 
power producing industries and in industries which 
produce automatic machines. But it might create un 
employment in the 8borC*rua due to the fact that auto 
mation will lead to redundancy, except where the firm 
applying it is able to market a greatly increased output. 

This 13 a very significant point Aatoniatioa needs 
an over extendmg economy in which people contmua to 
demand more and more goods and scrnces For example, 
in 1976, the demand of the popnlation of U S.A will be 
twice its present lereJ But during this period America’s 
work force wiU increase by only almut thirty percent In 
order to cope up with this moonting stands^ of living of 
the American people, it is essential to adopt aotomatiom 
The work force m Aiuenca aboold be equipped with new 
tools to increase productivity The problem in America 
and Europe is not too many workers but too few, m 
relation to the studily naiog demand and population 

It 13 believed that automation transfers to the 
machine the monotonous and the repetitive type of pb — 
operations which dull the mmd and exhaust the body It 
may impart a new dignity to the worker It will r^uce 
human drudgery and avoidable physical toil It will shift 
the emphasis from the monial labour to more skilled and 
safe jobs, which require new type of workers The 
operator becomes an observer, who is supposed to 
observe dials by reznaizuDg alert, vigilant all the time 
The workers will not do manual work but do eternal 
Vigilance throughout the work hours The scope of real 
mechanical work will exist only lu those mdustries which 
produco automatic machines The automatic machines 
wonld require more intelligent young people from schools 
and colleges These yooog men and women will bare 
no skills or cra^s— except those nbich will enable 
them to keep well their watch on the machines under 
their charge The last link between moo and his job 
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Bot there 13 a humoD limit hejond wluch 

physical esertion should sot ho reduced It is disasterous 
to make leisure the pivot of life because it assumes that 
work IS an evil and, therefore, it should be reduced as 
near as possible to zero This is a fallacy and a delusion 
because work itself is a form of culture It la not merely 
a money earning process It la a means of physical and 
mental and spiritnal growth and health It is a funda 
mental condition of the satisfactions It is essential 
for the development of character It is an expression 
of the creative transformation of natnro by man’s reason 
and skiff 

In modern automated industries the role of the 
worker will became more and more passive Ho will 
have less and less responsibility The work will tend to 
become more and more alienated from the worker It 
will offer him no opportunity to pour out his creative 
instincts into bis work 

This will lead to the automatization of life and 
physical and mental atrophy Automation will create 
akUl'hunger and create a pattern of life m which labour 
IS soul less What we consider as a boon will become 
a bane 


culture of robots 

There is one more argument which is often bandied 
in favour of this ideahzed conception of leisure It is 
said that leisure will give buth to art and culture, and 
"we con anticipate a nation of poets painters aud 
mnsicians m the midst of the appalliog urbanized squalor 
of a century of wealth and power worship which cries 
aloud for our understanding and compassion* ’ Who 
Will be the artists and painters ? — the automatons, whose 
work life is shorn of all creative purposive endeavour ? 
The robots, who douot possess any sensibility ! The 
lazy day dreamer who works like machines T How can 
these de humanized ehspelecs beings give birth to art. 
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economy of peace It needs a world free from the sconrge 
of war, because only in conditions of the absence of tbo 
threat of war, that mankind can demote itself to nobler 
tasks of peace. One cannot eat the cake and hare it 
A nation cannot aspire to automate and still behero 
m war and armament except by subjectmg its people to 
a burden of taxation and lower consumption The enigma 
of the modern world is that while all want peace, no 
body bas the guts to rednce its expenditure on defence, 
which 13 a great dram on the economic resources la it 
not a great folly that nations should be spending nearly 
50% of their budget on armament when people are Jinog 
under conditions of great economic hardships How 
happier would the world become if nations could dirert 
their resources from manufacturmg 'junk* ond for mam* 
taming large idle armies and utilize them for more human 
purposes, namely, for extending the medical facilities, 
buildiog more bouses, more schools, ond more factories 
Automation together with atomic energy for peaceful 
uses has brought out eery clearly this grave inner 
contradiction of onr civilization. 

leisure 

It has been asserted with pride that ooco automation 
hits its full stride increased leisure will open new vistas 
In fact, since (be end of lost century, It has been tho 
constant endeavour of the lodustrial research to doviso 
such kind of machines which will reduce physical exertion 
m work, eleminate the clement of personal touch and 
responsibility , and bring down the hours of work, bhaw 
and Webb emphasized that mass production system will 
reduce the hours of labour and will provide ample leisure 
to the workers. 

It cannot bo denied that long hours of work are not 
conducive to tbo growth of man. It is almost incontest* 
able that man must have enough lotsuro to ennvb his 
life The modern idealization of leisure is hosed upon 
this idea and it commenced m the eighties of lost century 
With the rapid oxtensjon of rvpcUtivo ioduslnalmn. 



ON AUTOIIATIOH AND AUIOIUTONS 


153 


Sut thero is a Iimit—a bomon limit beyond which 
physical exertion should not be reduced It is disasterous 
to make leisure the pivot of hfo because it assumes that 
work 13 an evil and, therefore, it should be reduced as 
near as possible to zero. This is a fallacy and a delusion 
because work itself is a form of culture It is not merely 
a money earning process It is a means of physical and 
mental and spiritual growth and health It is a funda* 
mental condition of the satisfactions It is essential 
for the development of character It is an expression 
of the creative transformation of nature by man’s reason 
and skill 

In modern automated industries the role of the 
worker will become more and more passive Ho will 
have less and less responaibihty Tbe work will tend to 
become more and more alienated from the worker It 
will offer him no opportunity to pour out his creative 
mstmeta into bia work. 

This will lead to the automatization of hfo and 
physical and mental atrophy Automation will create 
skdUhunger and create a pattern of life m which labour 
IS Eoul less What we consider as a boon will become 
a bane 


culture of robots 

There is one more argument which is often bandied 
ID favour of this idealized conception of leisure It la 
aaid that leisure will give birth to art and culture, and 
*'we can anticipate a nation of poets, painters and 
musicians m tbe midst of the appalheg urbanized squalor 
of a century of wealth and power worship which cries 
aloud for our understanding and compasaion” * Who 
will be tbe artists and painters 1 — the automatons, whose 
work'iifo la shorn of all creative purposive endeavour ? 
The robots, who donot possess any sensibility { The 
lazy day dreamer who works like machines t How can 
these dc bumamzed shapeless beings give birth to art. 
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which canDot lire jn spintual vacnaiQ Bow can civiliza* 
tion prodace poets and painters if it has destroyed its 
bnilders, carpenters, potters and plumbers Can robots 
sing with the full throat^ vigour of Shelley ? Can auto 
matons paint with the passion of Van Gogh * Once the 
people sang ahont their work What will the worker 
to day sing — about bis dark, mysterious automatic 
machine t — js it I A man who works like machine 
through out the week, can be write a poem on Saturday ! 
Automatization will augment the existing trends to wards 
mechanization and automatization of life Life hes already 
been rendered a sum total of detached activities which 
have no relation to the basic urges and inspirations of 
man Automatian will complete the process The 
danger of the future is that men may becoifl® robots, 
who will tecome Golems and will destroy this ^<orld and 
themselves because they will not be able to ^tand Uie 
boredom of a meaningless existence, 

multiplication of wants 

Automation ><o have already stated, is suited 
for an expanding economy It assumes that tho demand 
will increase steadily and its lower and lower margins 

will bo tapped by producing more and moro ^tiods and 

services at loner and lower costs In other words, tu 
order to make the automated audustr} run proiltahly 
It IS absolutely cssentiul tbat demand should l>o stimu 
latcd and that it should not bo allowed to rems>i> static 
or to recede, if a social disaster is to bo avoidid Multi 
plication of wonts will keep tbo automated industry 
running at full speed inde&mtel> Itwill mvohostimu 
lating appetites, cuJlivatuig new tastes and to reduce 
life Itself to two pursuits acquiring and spending 
money Tbero is no doubt- ibat a reosonablo amount 
of comfort and luxury are josttCablo Uut thi< kind of 
over IX dul^rnco—a sort of znania— is ixrsonally and 
socially harmful For how long can a apoixi fwl economic 
structure lost It is boun 1 to bo destroyed by its oun 
mounting spied. 
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Automation and automatons— these are the dnnger to 
oivilization. Man IS more important than gadgets. Let 
us eschew things which will degrade and degenerate 
man and which will foster mass mind. Man’s life 
should be filled with creative work and creative 
labour which is the es&cnco of good and sane life. 
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ART, BEAUTY AND TRUTH 


"Art IS so much more significant than either econo 
mies Of pliiJo‘'ophy It is the direct measure of 
man’ spiritual tisioq * 

^Merbeft Read 

H) 

nhalisart? 

' To eroko in one self a feeling one has esperieocedt 
and baTiQg eroked it id one-self, then byineaosofa 
aoTtmeot, lines, colours, sounds or forms esrpreased m 
word 80 to transmit that feeling that others experience 
the same feeling— this ts the actiTit^ of art ’* 

"Art 18 a human activity consisting this, that one 
man consciously, by means of certain external signs, 
bands on to others feelings he has lived through, and that 
others are infected by these feelings and also expenence 
them ’ According to Tolstoy, as the above statement 
implies, art expresses the feelings of the artist and trans- 
mits those feelings to others Id other words, expression 
and transmission are two functions of art which must 
be intelligible and cammomcable if it should be true to 
itself That means the artist must express himself 
through a media which is as close as possible to the 
social idiom so that people may bo able to know bis 
feelings 

Undoubtedly, art should bo communicable But it is 
difficult to accept that it should be as intel/igihle and, 
therefore, as artless, though simple, as the grandma stories 
or legends or folk songs or the panchtantra. Goethe and 
256 



ABT, BEAUTY AVD TBUTH 


157 


Kalidas, Beetbovan and Taosen and Cezzanne and 
Rembrandt and Amntas ShergiU and Bban Baj Bhagat-- 
masters m tbeir respective domains — will fall out of tbe 
category of artists because tbeir creations lack that darb 
matter of foctness and prosaic ness and simpleness of 
newspaper and tbe information pamphlets, or tbe cinema 
posters or advertisement bills and other forms of com 
mercialized travesties of art A readers digest can only bo 
easily intelbgtble but not Sartre and Farsbad or Picasso, 
or the frescoes at Tanta and EUora But that does not 
mean that art is abstract or an obscure and a mysti 
fying activity mtended for tbe 'cilte’ — tbe chosen of the 
gods and society It does not mean that tbe function of 
an artist is only to create a world of fantastic forms ’ 
Art la not a forest of Unea tunning riotously, or a mess of 
fanciful colours or a flood of exotio sound'patternsor a 
strange conglemoration of words 

“The real function of art is not to transmit feeling 
60 that others may expeneoce the same feelmg This is 
only tbe function of the crudest forms of art— programme 
mosio, melodrama sentimental fiction and the like The 
real function of art is to express and transmit under- 
standing ’’ 

Moreover, "We came to the work of art already 
charged with emotional complexes , we find m tbe 
genume work of art, not an excitation of these emotions, 
but peace, repose, equanimity It is true that the work 
of art arouses m ns certain physical reactions We aro 
conscious of rhythm, unity and harmony, and tbego 
physically properties work upon our nerves Bat they 
do not agitate them so much as soothe them, 

It IS better deecnbecl as a statu of wonder or 
admiration — moro exactly a statu of recognition 
Our homage to an artist is an homage to a man 
who by his special gifts has solved our emotional 
problems for us Art, said Aristotle, purges us 
through pity and fear It bos a kathartio quality 

Art derates. It enlarges hoiunan onderstandmg 
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and sympathies, widens haman vision, deepens human 
sensibilities liberates tbo mind by relating oor fimte 
selves to the infinite and by transporting it to a world 
of harmony and order Spintually, man abhors chaos, 
disorder and nglmess He is not happy in conditions of 
confusion, ontnith, and distortion In bis heart burns a 
deathless desire for perfection and for transcending hts 
own limitations Art feeds the soul of man 

Moreover, human beings are terribly weighed doirn by 
tbeir own consciousness They are too much mvolved 
in their own tremendous trifies Man s sorrows and his 
]oys, his hopes and his ambitions, his aspirations and his 
fears — -all these form the baste stufi' of life In this 
respect man la a prisoner to these natural urges -^Iike the 
prisoner of Cbillon who was denied the pleasure of ahariug 
and being one with the vaster and profounder, and more 
limitless and spacious world of plains and sky Art is 
like the magio casement through which man can have 
glimpses of the endlessness and tbe iimitlessness It 
brings man s soul into contact with a world of new 
dimensions or rather a world of no dimensions— a world 
of Beauty, Truth and Goodness Art iughlens our sense 
of beauty deepens our faith in goodness and steel our 
soul to stand by the truth 


(«) 

satyaui, shtram, soodaram 

Wo said art transmits understanding But under 
standing of what ? — Of tbe Truth, the Beautiful and 
the Gom which lies at tbe core of things and is, to 
fact, immanent in them The greater the element of 
Truth, the deeper tbe perception of Beanty and tbs 
nobler the conception of Good any piece of art trans* 
mils, tbo greater its permanence and value Art 
IS man 8 tnumpb over death, decadence and dissolution 
It assists man to transcend tbe hmitatjon of tune 
and space. Man can tnnmph over nature by being 
creatiTc s — a nd art is an oxpresoion of man’s creatiro 
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Will, \\hich has been rightly called, ‘ will to form ’ by 
Herbert Read ‘ The ultimate values of art trans 
cend the individual and his time and circumstances 
They express an ideal m expressing his intuition the 
artist will use materials placed in the hand by the 
circumstances of his Time ** 

Man’s wilhto form is irrepressible — be must express 
him self He cannot help it If he lives m cares, 
surrounded by the hard, impervious, and cold rocks, he 
will scratch at them and satisfy his will to form He 
will paint on canvas or decorate a temple or cathedral 
or carve out frescoes or hew outyods out of stones Ho 
accepts any condition, so long as thev can bo used to 
express hia “will lo^ — form” m order to express the 
eternal verities — the True, the Good and the Beautiful 

froth 

*'Art IS many sided modiCcation and extension of 
reality"’ It is not a pbotograpbio representation of 
reality Aristotle calls art imitation of nature— mimesis 
—It 18 nobresembelance— and this imitation or recreation 
or modiBcation and extensioo — whatever one may prefer 
to call artistic expression of truth — differs with different 
media 'The medium of painting may be prescribed os 
surface form, mass and colour, of sculpture form in threo 
dimension and substance, of music, rhythm and tone and 
timber, of dancing figures m motion To make art, 
some real thing, or some addition to thing or some addi- 
tion to things of reality, must bo translated into one of 
these or similar media The anchor of a ship is not a 
thmg of art , but an anchor cost in gold or carved in 
cocoa nut is art A famihor face is not art but its 
portrait is The cry of a bird is not a thing of art, but 
a succession of sounds by no means identical with the 
sounds of the birds cry, bat suitable to some musical 
progression, suggests the thooght of a bird, such a re 
presentation becomes art In each case, there is no art 
unless the mind recognizes m what la before it a represen 
tation and not a reality ’ * Reality is modified and 
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extended by a process of eelection made according to Uie 
artist’s conception of the Tnitb, ond tbo BeauUful and 
the Good Selection does not imply picLmg and chosing 
Reality is “filtered and deordorized” while passing 
throngh the mmd of the artist Horror on the stage xa 
agreeable bnt it la frightening if the person is actually 
killed Art is not therefore concerned with reality os such, 
because as the Greeks rightly believed “reality is an 
imperfect representation of eternal ideas' Art takes 
up these imperfections and purifies them and brings them 
nearer to the ideal, the true 

But the qnestion arises how does the reality get modi* 
fied and extended ? By imagmation Imagination is a 
creative faculty m art It modides and extends reality 
It recreates It operates upon the reality and transforms 
it by pnrgiog it of its disorder, imperfection and nglmeses 
^t 18 idealization 

Troth IS not fact These two are different things 
Fact IS not Troth althoogb it cao be made into trntb, 
Truth IS general ' The opposite of truth la false and 
that of a fact is another fact Facts are raw material 
which by generalization can be manofactured into truth 
The popular epigram has it that there are three degrees 
of lying positive, white hes , comparative black lies, 
superlative, statistics Statistic are facts, and it is easy 
to concteve a large body of statistics, all correct as facts, 
which in the hands of a politician may be worked into 
monstrous false-bood ’ * Artistic truth is our emotional 
apprehension of fact It is that which touches the 
essence Art represents the universal, something that 
ought to bo and not what is It disposes off the trivial 
and the accidental elements of reahty to which the artist 
has no alligiance as such 

Art does not develop in rscaeia Art is rooted in 
life It 18 nounsbed by it It i 9 made of the stuff of 
which life 18 made of The joys and sorrows, the hopes 
and fears the doubt And faiths, the coofiicta and contra- 
dictions, the pathos and agony, frustration, sense of em 
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and senso of oshihration— these form the raw material 
of all art Even the "dirt and droa" the "dust and 
the scum" can be ita theme In fact, the modem 
artist, unlike his predecessors, is particularly concerned 
With this aspect 

Mine be a hand ful of ashes, a mouthful of mould 

Of the maimed, of the halt, of the bhnd m the ram 

and cold 

Of these shall my songs be fashioned my tales be told ‘ 

But realism should not degenerate into obscenity It 
should not be understood to mean sensuahty, horridncss 
and banality Art may aspire to expose the tragedy of 
human situation and ugliness of our social arrangements 
It may seek to rip open the utter hypocracy and folly 
of human bemgs and their vanities But realism •— 
pbotographio realism — unsupported be a deeper percep 
tion of beauty and goodness inherent in life is not 
art A sense of beauty, a nobility of values, end a nobler 
vision of life must inform any work of art Truth and 
Beauty m art are inseparable In fact, they are one , 
"Beauty la tmth and truth. Beauty" 

To see things m their beauty is to see things in 
their Truth What the wise imagination seizes os 
beauty must be Truth^ It means Beauty is truth zurived 
at through intuitive perception and intellectualised 
imagination — an imagination weighted with thought and 
judgment Tho excellence of all art is its intensity, 
capable of making all disagreeableness evaporate from 
their being m close relationship with Beauty and 
Truth 

For example, the poem "Greceaii Urn" by Keats 
In this poem the oxteroa] does not constitute 
the mam mterestof the poet. The Urn suggests some 
thing deeper The imaginative eye peers through tho 
outer form and the poet s heart was stirred by imagmo* 
tive picture of Greek life Tho poet describes a scries 
of pictures or scenes that he imagines must have formed 
tlie basis of the life of an artist at work and then he 
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gives US his own deEnition of a growing art The Urn 
IS a transparent glass a powerf^ lense through which 
there is revealed a miniatnre pesgent of the past mer 
gmg into the present The tinj venues of the old 
ages, as perceived, interpreted, and presented m this 
piece of art, whisper into Keats imagination and sets it 
a flame — a sense of discovery of trnth follows an mien 
sity of specnlation and then be sees not a moral or reh 
giODs idea bnt a principle of existence, a law of life, 
and insight into the oniversat heart of man To Keats, 
Tmth arrived at, throngh emotionalized imaginative 
perception, is Beauty and beauty is Truth 

I can never conceive of Truth except throngh a clear 
conception of its Beauty — its imaginative reality Keats 
can not see bow we can arrive at Troth by reason It 
IS through beauty you can reahse Truth Tbs roads to 
Beauty and Truth are the same ' * 

But what IS Beauty t Is it really an essential attn 
bute of art t Rabindra Isatb said that beauty is that 
which gives joy without any sense of utility' It is 
disembodied ]Oj In the expenenca of ordinary delight 
there is the satisfaction of getting sometbmg, realization 
of some fnlfllment But there muy be some kind of 
desire or want also associated with the dehgbt of b^uty 
Bat this feeling of want is very much internal * desthi 
tio pleasure is not due to fulfilment of a desire or need 

Bat Herbert Bead considers beauty as unity of 
formal relations among our sense perception It is a 
very fiuctuating phenomena which finds diverse expression 
at diiferent places at diflerent tunes iVimitive art is os 
good and as autheotio expression of beauty as Gothio 
or classical or modem. 

Art and beauty oro not necessarily identical Art 
IS not necessarily beauty All that is beautiful is not 
art Thera u a stage upto which art and beauty are 
related Beauty u the elementary basis of artistic octi 
vity The artist perceives the material qualities— colours. 
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sounds gestures and manv more complex and undo 
fined physical reactions Ho then arranges these per 
ccptions into pleasing shapes and patterns Tho 
ncathatiQ Ecnso ends at Uio stage But when tho artist 
goes further and works to make this percept on corres 
pond with a provionaly existing stato of emotion or 
feeling, then wo say that tho emotion or feolmg is 
given expression In other words, tho expression is a 
final process depending upon the preccedmg processes 
of sensuous perception and formal arrangement Thus 
wo find that beauty IS reloicdto ariupto tho level of 
sense perception But art can go bejond it also and 
it seeks to express feeling once evoked m the heart of 
tho artist The uUimato purpose of art is the com 
munication of feelings 
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